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Six-day weather 
forecast
Wednesday 

 A 40 percent chance of showers 
after 11 a.m. Cloudy, with a high 
near 61. Northeast wind around 5 
mph.

Wednesday Night
 Showers likely before 11 p.m., 
then rain likely after 11 p.m. 
Cloudy, with a low around 40. 
Light northeast wind. Chance of 
precipitation is 60%. New precipi-
tation amounts of less than a tenth 
of an inch possible.

Thursday
 Rain likely, mainly before 11 
a.m. Cloudy, with a high near 58. 
Calmd wind. Chance of precipi-
tation is 60%. New precipitation 
amounts of less than a tenth of an 
inch possible.

Thursday Night
 A 30 percent chance of rain. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
38.

Friday
 A 30 percent chance of rain. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 58.

Friday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
36.

Saturday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
63.

Saturday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
38.

Sunday
 A slight chance of showers. Part-
ly sunny, with a high near 65.

Sunday Night
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 42.

Monday
 Showers likely. Cloudy, with a 
high near 62.

(See...........Murder trial
on pg 5A)

City P&Z holds 
public hearing 
for voluntary 
annexation

 The Orofino Planning and Zon-
ing Commission will hold a public 
hearing on April 16 at 6 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers at 217 
First St. in Orofino, to offer a rec-
ommendation to the city council 
on a proposed voluntary annex-
ation plan and zoning ordinance 
change.
 The proposed property to be 
annexed is located at 319 115th 
Street with a zoning recommenda-
tion of R-3 Multifamily residential.
 The City Council will make a fi-
nal determination with a passage 
of an ordinance on April 23.
 Written comments may be 
mailed or dropped off at City Hall, 
217 First St.,  PO Box 312, Orofi-
no, ID, 83544, five days prior to 
the public hearing.
 Oral testimony will be received 
at the public hearing and limited 
to three minutes. Individuals who 
desire to give oral testimony at the 
hearing shall be subject to adopt-
ed public hearing procedures.  

Short-term/vacation 
rentals written into 

Idaho Statutes
By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino Planning and Zoning 
(P&Z) Commissioners gathered 
March 19, to further discuss the 
City’s stance on short term and 
vacation rentals. In the two-month 
interim following the commis-
sion’s initial conversation of the 
topic, P&Z Administrator Todd 
Perry discovered Idaho Statute 
67-6539, which was added in 
2017.
 “It’s fairly self-explanatory,” 
stated Perry, of the Limitations on 
Regulation of Short-term Rentals 
and Vacation Rentals. “No approv-
al is needed, of course the proper-
ty is still subject to zoning regula-
tions.”
 Perry reported that he had 
shared his findings with City 
Council held March 12, and the 
consensus was that people would 
tend to maintain their vacant 
properties a little better if they 
were seeking to rent them. Short 
term rentals may also help draw 
additional tourists and business 
to the community, which was also 
an asset.
 Other business included a re-
view of procedures for a public 
hearing, in anticipation of the up-
coming hearing for voluntary an-
nexation scheduled April 16.

This cormorant was sighted near Riverside Lanes on Highway 
12 Sunday, March 24. It was perched in a leafless tree above the 
Clearwater River. Photo by Le Ann D. Wilson
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Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Mar 19 
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
54
59
59
51
55
54
52

Min.
32
33
33
35
33
27
31

Pre.
.00
.00
.02
.29
.40
.04
.05

Last Week’s 
Weather

Mar 18
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Max.
62 
67 
72 
73 
74 
63 
49

Min.
29
29
30
30
30
37
38

Precip.
  .00
  .00
  .00
  .00
  .00
  .00
  .00

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Ambulance Director Darby Zick 
has been one busy person since 
she has accepted the Director’s 
position with the county. “It’s not 
just me who has been busy, we all 
have, and though there have been 
a lot of changes,” she confirmed, 
“one of the most recent and most 
exciting is being able to hire a full-
time Emergency Medical Techni-
cian (EMT).
 “It’s so hard to predict, some-
times we’ll have no calls for two 
to three days, and then there are 
days we’ll have 10 calls in a single 
day.”
 Molly Stanley has been with 
the department since November 
of 2014, beginning as a driver. 
“She finished the EMT class in 
May of 2015 and has been with us 
ever since,” explains Zick, “She’s 
a great EMT and truly cares for 
every patient she comes into con-
tact with as well as their families, 
which is a huge asset. She’s pro-
fessional, easy to work with and is 
willing to do whatever is necessary 
to be part of the team.”
 Stanley is a certified EMT with 
the State of Idaho as well as a cer-
tified American Heart Association 
CPR Instructor. Her title will be 
training officer/full time EMT.

Clearwater County EMTs Sharon Barcus, Supervisor’s Asst.; Molly Stanley, Training Officer, and Di-
rector Darby Zick enjoy a relatively quiet afternoon, which can always change in the blink of an eye. 

Stanley hired as full time 
EMT for Clearwater County

 Prior to becoming an EMT, 
Stanley shares that she was a stay 
at home mom, raising kids, cattle 
and horses. 
 The County has five first-run 
ambulances – one each in Pierce, 
Weippe and Elk River, and one 911 
unit and an inter-facility transfer 
ambulance in Orofino. Ideally they 
would all be totally staffed, but it’s 
not so easy to find people willing 
or able to leave their full time job 
to come out on a call. 
 “We actually have a pretty high 
call volume in the Orofino area,” 
notes Zick, “serving both 911 
calls and inter-facility transfers 
from Clearwater Valley Hospital 
(CVH) to other hospitals. Weippe 

stays busy on a 24/7 basis as well. 
Outlying areas like Elk River and 
Pierce have fewer calls, which is 
probably a good thing right now 
because the county is short of 
medical providers.
 Zick adds that the Ambulance 
Department will be offering an 
Emergency Medical Responder 
(EMR) class in the near future, in 
hopes of drawing more respond-
ers to the crew. An EMR is able to 
provide the role as a driver or as 
the second person to assist in the 
back of an ambulance. An EMR is 
one step beneath an EMT, requir-
ing 40 hours of classroom time 
versus 120 hours needed for an 
EMT certification.
 Becoming a first responder isn’t 
for everyone, but we are sure ap-
preciative for those who are there 
all day and all night long, every 
day of the year to save a life. You 
never know when they might be 
called to save yours.  

By Elizabeth Morgan
 The trial for Jessica Colpitts, 
33, who is charged with first-de-
gree murder in the May 22, 2017 
shooting death of 23 year-old Sa-
mantha S. Fignani, was held in 
Second District Court at Gran-
geville, beginning March 18, with 
Judge Gregory FitzMaurice pre-
siding. The trial is expected to last 
up to three to four weeks in Idaho 
County and include over 100 wit-
nesses.
 In his statement on opening 
day, Clearwater County Prosecu-
tor E. Clayne Tyler read part of 
the recording of a heated phone 
conversation Colpitts had with 
ex-boyfriend “Jojo” Walker where 
he admitted to having a physical 
relationship with Fignani on May 
22, 2017. An hour and 23 min-
utes later, Fignani was shot and 
killed at her Orofino home. 
 Tyler contends that Colpitts 
shot and killed Fignani out of 
sheer jealousy and anger for hav-
ing a relationship with Colpitts’ 
former boyfriend.
 Reportedly, forensic examina-
tions including DNA evidence 
from Colpitts’ clothes and shot-
gun residue were found inside the 
car where she was sitting. Fignani 
was killed point blank with a .410 
shotgun at the front door of her 
duplex apartment.
 Colpitts continues to declare 
her innocence.
 Colpitts’ attorney Mark Mon-
son, of Moscow, believes the mur-
derer to be Cassie Madsen, owner 
and operator of the car allegedly 
used to drive Colpitts to Fignani’s 
apartment. Monson stated that 
the motive for killing was more 
likely drug-related. “Drugs and 
meth use and sales play an es-
sential role in this case,” Monson 
said.
 Courtney McGhan of Lewiston 
was the first witness to be called 
Monday. McGhan said she had 
met Fignani in 2014 while both 
were involved in specialty courts 
for substance abuse, and the two 
became best friends. She was with 
Fignani the day she was killed.  
The two were planning to drive 
to Colorado to pick up some of 
Fignani’s possessions and then 
return to Idaho. She shared that 
Fignani’s former boyfriend had 
been arrested for drugs and that 
Fignani had plans to sell meth to 
help pay for his defense and legal 
expenses.
 Taking the stand Tuesday was 
primary witness to the murder, 
Cassie Madsen, who admits to 
driving Colpitts to the residence 
of Fignani. Madsen claims she 
thought Colpitts intended a physi-
cal altercation with Fignani. Mad-
sen testifies that she waited in 
the car as Colpitts went up to the 

Murder trial continues 
in Idaho County

door, Madsen reportedly heard 
the gun go off shortly after and  
heard Fignani scream for some-
one to call 911. Madsen said she 
was unaware that Colpitts had a 
gun, or that Colpitts had intended 
to kill Fignani.
 Madsen testified that Colpitts 
returned to the car laughing 
about what she had done and 
had attempted to hand the gun 
to Madsen. Madsen refused, later 
explaining she was scared and in 
shock of having witnessed what 
had just happened. She told po-
lice she had driven Colpitts back 
to her house as per her request 
after the shooting. Instead of re-
turning home, Madsen went to a 
friend’s house.
 Colpitts’ attorney Mark Mon-
son, argues that it was Madsen in 
fact who had killed Fignani, with 
the motive being a drug deal. Mon-
son accused Madsen of going to 
Fignani’s residence to facilitate a 
physical fight… “You were there to 
provide backup to an assault.”
 An emotional Madsen confessed 
to a lifelong history of addiction, 
as well as to using drugs the day 
of the shooting. She also admit-
ted to acting as a go between for 
people wanting to sell firearms to 
make money for drugs, but flatly 
denied killing Fignani for a grudge 
Monson said came from being re-
fused drugs due to an unpaid pri-
or transaction.
 Madsen’s daughter was also 
questioned. The 13 year-old said 
she came home from school that 
day and described seeing her 
mother, “just normal Mom, hap-
py,” The girl stated she watched a 
movie and didn’t pay much atten-
tion to the arrival of Colpitts, or 
the conversation which took place 
between Colpitts and her mother 
on the back porch before both left 
the house in separate vehicles.
 Madsen’s daughter does recall 
that her mother appeared “pan-
icked” when she got home later 

F&G Commission shortens 
whitetail deer season.....


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

