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Orofino Kiwanis Club
is ending its run..........
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Wednesday
A slight chance of rain and snow 

before 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., then a 
chance of rain after 11 a.m. Snow lev-
el rising to 2400 feet in the afternoon. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 45. 
Calm wind becoming wet around 5 
mph in the afternoon. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 30%. Little or no snow 
accumulation expected.

Wednesday Night
A slight chance of rain, mixing with 

snow after 8 p.m., then gradually 
ending. Snow level 2600 feet lowering 
to 1400 feet after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 32. West 
southwest wind 3 to 6 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 20%.

Thursday
A slight chance of rain and snow 

between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 
a slight chance of rain after 2 p.m. 
Snow level rising to 2100 feet in the 
afternoon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 44. Calm wind becoming west 
southwest around 6 mph in the after-
noon. Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Thursday Night
A chance of rain before 8 p.m., 

then rain and snow likely between 8 
p.m. and 2 a.m., then rain likely after 
2 a.m. Snow level 2100 feet. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 36. Chance 
of precipitation is 70%. Little or no 
snow accumulation expected.

Friday
A 50 percent chance of rain, main-

ly before 11 a.m. Snow level 2300 feet 
rising to 3500 feet in the afternoon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 47. 
New precipitation amounts between a 
tenth and quarter of an inch possible.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

32.
Saturday

Partly sunny, with a high near 46.
Saturday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
29.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level rising to 2400 feet in the 
afternoon. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 46.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level 2600 feet lowering to 1400 
feet after midnight. Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 29.

Monday
A slight chance of snow. Partly sun-

ny, with a high near 34.

Members of Northern Idaho 
Whitetails Forever (NIWF) invite 
fellow sportsmen and women, and 
all folks interested or perhaps a 
little curious, to learn more about 
our mission to improve the white-
tail deer herds in northern Idaho. 
The second annual NIWF Auction 
and Dinner at the Best Western 
Lodge at River’s Edge, will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 20, from 4 to 8 
p.m.

This fundraiser helps to raise 
money for travel expenses for 
NIWF members (all volunteers) 
to testify before Idaho Fish and 
Game Commissioners at various 
meetings held throughout the 
state, on annual big game seasons 
and harvest rules/ regulations. 
Funds also support the NIWF web-
site to keep members updated on 
the latest Fish and Game informa-
tion.

The dinner of a French Dip 
sandwich with a side dish will 
be catered by The Edge Restau-
rant and an open bar is available. 
Come join the fun and good com-
pany, as games and raffles will be 
held throughout the evening.

All measures will be taken to 
comply with the governor’s orders 
for social distancing.

The closed door event (due to 
the Idaho Governor’s statewide 
restrictions) allows a maximum 
number of 96 people in atten-

 NIWF auction and 
dinner Feb. 20

dance. Masks and hand sanitizer 
available at the door. Tables will 
be socially distanced and all ef-
forts are being put forth to make 
this a safe and enjoyable gathering 
to benefit our whitetail deer recov-
ery. 

Raffle tickets are available now 
and will be sold throughout the 
evening of the event for two deer 
rifles, a Bergara Model B14, Bolt 
Action 6.5 Creedmoor and a Tik-
ko T3XLite 7mm-08.

Other items submitted for the 
auction include a meat smoker, a 
beautiful handmade quilt, a wood-
en slab, 1000 shotgun shells, and 
many more still to be added. Do-
nations are currently being gath-
ered for the auction.

Dinner tickets need to be pur-
chased before the event ($30/sin-
gle, $50/couple). Each dinner tick-
et purchased (single or couples) 
includes one membership for one 
year.

To purchase tickets, for further 
information, or if you have a dona-
tion to offer, please call one of the 
following members: Bill Samuels 
at (208) 791-2149; Rick Carver, 
(208) 790-1634; or Paul Snider, at 
(208) 791-7804.

NIWF, a non-profit and all vol-
unteer organization, was started 
right here in Orofino in January of 
2018 with a small group of hunt-
ers that wanted to get involved 
and help improve its whitetail 
deer management.

Within the first two public meet-
ings held by NIWF staff, four new 
Chapters sprang up in support 
throughout the Clearwater region. 
Assistance came from past Com-
missioners who also felt the white-
tail deer herds were in decline.

NIWF has successfully support-
ed the Regional Commissioner in 
shortening seasons in five Units. 
This small change has already 
shown positive results with more 
bucks surviving to complete the 
breeding cycle.

There was a great turnout last 
year at NIWF’s first fundraiser 
and the public’s support through 
donations and attendance were 
greatly appreciated. The deer re-
covery in the Clearwater region 
has responded well to these ef-
forts.

We hope to see you there!

Pam Jones, of Orofino, was 
stricken with Covid-19 on New 
Year’s Eve. She has been in ICU at 
Kootenai Medical in Coeur d’Alene 
for over a month.  

A fundraiser for Pam, and her 
husband, Brady, will be held at 
the Lenore Community Center on 
Sunday, Feb. 14, with a Mexican 
potluck lunch at 2 p.m.  Doors 
open at 1 p.m.  A Dessert Auction 
will be held after the lunch.  Please 
bring your favorite dessert to be 
auctioned off.

You can make a donation to 
Pam and Brady at LCAC, Box 21, 
Lenore, Idaho 83541. Donations 
can also be left at the Just Brew It 
Coffee Shop on Michigan Avenue 
in Orofino.  Please be sure to en-
close a note to let them know who 
the donation is from.

For more information call Betty 
Frei at 208-836-5599. 

Benefit planned

Orofino Celebrations 
Inc. to meet

Orofino Celebrations, Inc. (OCI)
will be proceeding with caution on 
planning the Orofino Lumberjack 
Days for 2021.  

The committee has announced 
that the dates for this year’s event 
will be set for Sept. 16 through 
Sept. 19.  

The theme and Grand Marshal 
choice will be decided later in 
the year. The normal beginning 
of March meetings will be start-
ed in April. The first OCI meeting 
for this year will be held Tuesday, 
April 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the White 
Pine Building.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council considered 
the request to expand the Orofino 
Rural Fire District (ORFD) Bound-
ary to include city fire protection 
for 308 Deer Cedar Road at their 
meeting held Jan. 26. Currently, 
properties wishing to be added to 
the district must first receive the 
Orofino Fire Chief ’s consent, ac-
cording to the agreement between 
ORFD and the Orofino 

Fire Department
 The property is adjacent to 
present district boundary lines, 
confirmed Fire Chief Jon Hoyt, 
but recently he received a call 
from a neighbor residing on Plan-
tation Drive who also asked to be 
part of the district. 
 Hoyt asked council members 
for direction in how to respond. 
“We need to determine exactly how 
far the rural district’s boundary 
may be extended without jeopar-
dizing the department’s responsi-
bility to the city.” The distance to 
reach the outlying properties con-
tinues to grow, many of the roads 
are steep and narrow, more diffi-
cult and time consuming to travel 
in the winter.
 Hoyt said the department had 
contracts with other districts as 
well. “If we were 40 minutes out 
fighting a fire in the district and 
Greer called with a structure fire, 
or there was a fire at Hidden Vil-
lage, the response time would be 
considerably longer.” Hoyt asked, 
“Are we able to provide appropri-
ate coverage?”
 “In other words, the district is 
getting too big,” reasoned Coun-
cilman Mark Swayne. “At some 
point, there may need to be anoth-
er fire district created to respond 
to the properties located further 
away from Orofino.” The council 
voted to approve the request for 

Council looks at fire protection 

for a growing district
308 Deer Cedar Road. Hoyt was 
asked to wait before making a de-
cision for the property on Planta-
tion Drive. A work session to fur-
ther discuss the boundaries of the 
district will be scheduled.

Petitions, applications,
 appeals, communications

 As the City strives to increase 
and diversify access to healthy ac-
tivities for our community, council 
members approved an application 
to Idaho Parks and Recreation for 
funding toward the Mountain Bike 
Park project to be located next to 
the recently developed Orofino 
Skate Park on Dunlap Road.
 The City Council pledges to 
provide $3,884 in in-kind la-
bor, $2,160 in equipment, and 
$12,500 cash contribution to-
wards the proposed Mountain 
Bike Park. A local contractor has 
pledged $3,000 in material value 
towards the project.
 Funds through the Blue Cross 
Transformation Grant will be 
used for the city’s cash contribu-
tion. This project has been a goal 
for many years. It looks like it will 
finally come to be realized.
 Another application to be ap-
proved by the council that evening 
was for a Land and Water Con-
servation grant for ADA access to 
the Champion Park courts (above 
the Orofino Elementary School), 
as well as changing the overhead 
power lines to be placed under-
ground, and upgrading the fencing 
and lighting surrounding the bas-
ketball and tennis courts.
 City Council pledges to provide 
$1,255 in in-kind labor and equip-
ment and a $15,495 cash contri-
bution towards the proposed im-
provements. The local utility has 
pledged $2,000 in materials and 
labor for the project.
 The basketball courts have been 
scheduled for resurfacing this 
spring. Again, improvements to 
the courts have been long awaited, 
how exciting to have it all come to-
gether. The city will ask the Blue 
Cross Transformation grant com-
mittee if the project is eligible for 
financial assistance in matching 
funds 

Special use
permit for CCAD

 Council members unanimous-
ly approved the Special Use re-
quest from Clearwater County 
Ambulance District (CCAD) to 
allow the use of two single wide 
manufactured homes for dormito-
ry housing and three full service 
recreational vehicle hookups for 
short term temporary use at 1195 
Riverside Avenue with the follow-
ing conditions: 1) Only Clearwater 
County Ambulance and or disas-

ter employees stay in the manu-
factured home, and 2) The rec-
reational vehicle parking spaces 
are only for short term temporary 
ambulance and disaster respond-
ing personnel.

Dump truck
 Approval was given to the Water/
Wastewater Department to pur-
chase a newer dump truck rebuilt 
specifically to fit under the plant’s 
conveyor belt for $85,500.
 The present truck acquired in 
2004, has been modified in-house 
to perform duties specific to the 
department, and has undergone 
significant repairs in the past 12 
years. Presently, the latches for 
the tailgate are deteriorating and 
the box is falling apart. It has 
come to the point that it can’t be 
remedied.
 Supervisor Mike Martin said it 
didn’t make sense to purchase a 
new box for an old truck. It was 
noted that the dump truck wasn’t 
listed in this year’s budget, but 
Martin stated that funds are there, 
as the department has been saving 
for the replacement, but he failed 
to list it in the budget. It would re-
quire the council’s permission for 
the budget to be amended.
 City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers commented that there were 
several amendments to be made 
to this year’s budget, largely due 
to Covid.

Departmental reports
 Smathers shared that the ciy 
has spoken several times with 
the county about purchasing the 
Medical Park Building. The city 
has received the architectural re-
port from Eric Hasenoehrl of Kelt-
ic Engineering Inc. The building, 
constructed in 1977 was reported 
to be in very good condition and 
there were no significant structur-
al concerns.
  With that confirmation, Sma-
thers said he spoke further with 

Staff from Clearwater Valley Hospital and Clinics provided support for the vaccination project at 
the Best Western Lodge at River’s Edge in Orofino on Tuesday, Feb. 2.  Three hundred patients were 
scheduled from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and they planned on vaccinating approximately 35 persons per hour. 
That’s 1.71 per minute!  Clearwater County Ambulance Service (CCAS) crews were on hand for any 
complications or anaphylactic shock issues, and Don Gardner, CCAS Director, was there to shuttle 
people and help fill in space where needed. Gerald H. Jensen, of Orofino, is shown receiving his first 
vaccination against Covid from Sue Gardner.
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