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Sports -  7A  

Six-day weather 

forecast

(See....Council accepts
pg 14A)

(See.......Eviction brings

pg 4A)

Huts for 
Mutts.............

 Let it Snow is this year’s theme 
for the Orofino Chamber of Com-
merce’s Christmas Festival, set for 
Dec. 1 through Dec. 16. The Old 
Fashioned Lighted Parade will be 
held Friday, Dec. 6, starting at 6 
p.m., beginning at C Street, by the 
Christian Church. The parade will 
proceed down Michigan Avenue, 
to the four-way stop, and turn left 
onto Johnson Avenue.
 First place prize is $100, sec-
ond place is $75 and third place is 
$50. Sign up at LCCU, 234 John-
son Avenue.
 The lighting of the Orofino 
Town Christmas Tree will be held 
at Cannon Park following the Old 
Fashioned Light Parade. Lighting 
of Orofino City Park and pictures 
with Santa will take place after the 
Christmas Tree Lighting ceremo-
ny. There will also be crafts for 

Lighted Parade Dec. 6

Orofino Chamber of 
Commerce’s “Let it Snow” 
Christmas Festival planned

the kids, hot cocoa and cookies 
and bingo under the cabana.
 You are invited to take a walk 

Family members and supporters of the Nickersons are shown praying at the site the family has stayed 
at near Crow Bench Road since being evicted from their home last week.

Elk loaded into 
truck and covered 
with firewood after 

season near Weippe
By Jennifer Bruns, Regional 
Communications Manager
 At approximately 9 a.m. on Fri-
day, Nov 8, a sportsman witnessed 
three men haul a dead elk out of a 
clearcut off of O’Mill Road, above 
the O’Mill railway siding, near 
Weippe. 
 The elk was loaded into the 
back of a newer black F150 Ford 
truck and then covered in fire-
wood before suspects drove away.  
 There is no elk season open in 
this area at this time. 
 Anyone with information match-
ing this vehicle description, is en-
couraged to call Senior Conserva-
tion Officer Dave Beaver at (208) 
791-5118 or contact the Citizens 
Against Poaching hotline at 1(800) 
632-5999. Callers may remain 
anonymous.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council members 
met Nov. 12, for their regular 
meeting. In addition to accepting 
the county’s canvassed results 
from the election, and adopting 
a resolution to accept the grant 
for the airport, council members 
passed an ordinance to amend 
Chapter 11 of the Zoning Ordi-
nance.
Petitions, applications, appeals, 

communication
 The agreement with the Idaho 
Transportation Department for 
the Division of Aeronautics State 
Grant in the amount of $9,143.56 
for improvements to the airport 
was accepted by the council.
 The 2019 Fall Academy for the 
Association of Idaho Cities will 
be held Dec 2, at the Red Lion in 
Lewiston. City staff and council 
members are invited and encour-
aged to register at www.idahoci-
ties.org.
 The city was notified of a rate 
change for the Sports Program-
ming Surcharge and the Broad-
cast Station Surcharge for new 
residential video customers at 
Suddenlink effective Dec. 2.
 Discussion pertaining to the 
maintenance of the city’s street 
lights on the Orofino Bridge was 

Council accepts county’s 

election results
tabled until additional informa-
tion is gathered.

Wednesday
Cloudy through mid morning, 
then gradual clearing, with a high 
near 49. West northwest wind 
around 6 mph.

Wednesday Night
Clear, with a low around 27. Light 
northeast wind.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 46. Light 
east wind.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 
27.

Friday
Sunny, with a high near 47.

Friday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 
28.

Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 48.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of rain and snow 
after 11 p.m. Snow level 3200 
feet, lowering to 2400 feet. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 32.

Sunday
A chance of rain and snow. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 47.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 3600 feet, lowering to 2300 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 31.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 1700 feet, rising to 2500 feet. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
41.

By Marcie Stanton
 Last week in my “Life on the 
home front column”, I wrote about 

The giving season year round

paying it forward and random acts 
of kindness. A former Clearwater 

Tribune employee, Tammy Lichti, 
stopped by the Tribune office last 
week to tell us about a generous 
act of kindness occurring in our 
community.
 I had also mentioned in my col-
umn about the generosity of our 
town. This story is the perfect 
example of the huge hearts that 
live and work amongst us here in 
beautiful Clearwater County.
 According to Tammy, her fian-
cé, Dan Lambert, began asking 
around town if the townspeople 
would be interested in helping 
Patti Hilton. Let me tell you a little 
bit about Patti. She works at Sun-
set Mart on Michigan Avenue, here 
in Orofino. She always greets the 
customers with a warm smile and 
friendly hello. Dan learned that 
Patti had a wish, for a set of den-
tures, so her smile could be even 
bigger. 

 According to Tammy, “Dan 
started asking around town if peo-
ple would be interested in helping 
Patti get a new set of teeth. She is 
always so sweet and outgoing to 
everyone, and it was amazing how 
people stepped up and donated 
anywhere from $800 to $50.
 “Several people who donated 
were able to show up and surprise 
Patti Friday night at Fury Con-
crete’s shop. She was so surprised 
and lost for words. She was still 
in shock the next day how a town 
came together and got a certificate 
from a local dentist, Dr. Gray.
 “We are still needing donations 

Patti Hilton and Dan Lambert

Patti reacts to the gift of a big-
ger, brighter smile. Photos by 
Tammy Lichti

(See....The giving season
pg 14A)

Free community 
Thanksgiving meal!

  On Thursday, Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Nov. 28, at 12:30 p.m., 
there will be a FREE community 
Thanksgiving meal hosted by St. 
Theresa’s Catholic Church, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints and the Orofino 
Methodist Church. 
 The meal will take place at St. 
Theresa’s Catholic Church located 
at 446 Brown Street, Orofino.
 Anyone and everyone is invited! 
Don’t miss this great celebration 
of a Thanksgiving meal to share 
with those you love.

(See....Christmas Festival
pg 2A)

Railway project awaits 
environmental, cultural 
and historical reports

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners met with railroad project 
manager Bruce Lindholm, rep-
resenting Bountiful Grain-Craig 
Mountain Railroad (BG-CM) and 
the Federal Railways Adminis-
tration (FRA), via conference call 
Nov. 18, to discuss the latest de-
velopments regarding reconstruc-
tion of the railroad from Jaype to 
Lewiston. 
 The U. S. Dept. of Transporta-
tion awarded Clearwater County 
the Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery 
or (TIGER) grant in the amount 
of $3.24 million in March of last 
year.
 The funding was intended to 
help restore three bridges and 
five public crossings along the rail 
line from Jaype to Lewiston, as 

well as the replacement of 46,000 
railroad ties to rebuild 73 miles of 
rail.
 The project has encountered 
one obstacle after another in the 
attempt to meet the deadlines 
required by FRA and the Depart-
ment of Transportation to secure 
the grant.

 Concern was expressed by Val-
erie Kniff with FRA regarding the 
railroad’s ability to meet the obli-
gation deadline of June 15, 2020.
 Presently, all parties are await-
ing the environmental report and 
the Section 106 Consultation Plan 
addressing the cultural and his-
torical value of the land along the 
route belonging to the Tribe.
 It is hoped to have these reports 
completed before the next meet-
ing, scheduled for Dec. 16.
 
  

 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Nov  12 
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
45
48
53
54
54
44
47

Min.
26
26
31
39
30
29
26

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.05
.00
.34
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Nov 11
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
56 
55 
56 
47 
54 
52 
47

Min.
  31 
  34 
  36 
  38 
  43 
  43 
  44 

Precip.
    .00 
    .05 
    .00 
    .00 

.02 

.00

.28

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Trustees for Joint School Dis-
trict #171 gathered at the Timber-
line School Library Nov. 18. Two 
executive sessions were held that 
evening, both pursuant to Idaho 
Code, I.C. § 74-206(1) b; one was 
held prior to the meeting, the oth-
er before adjourning.  
 The upcoming levy proposal 

Upcoming school 

levy proposal
was introduced and discussed 
briefly. Several options will be fur-
ther discussed as to how the dis-
trict moves forward.
 Much has been done to reno-
vate our schools which was des-
perately needed. But there are still 
issues such as the HVAC system, 

(See....School levy proposal
pg 7A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 A week has passed since 
Charles “Nick” and Donna Nicker-
son and their family were evicted 
from their property on Neff Road. 
The family continues to stay on 
the side of Crow Bench Road over-
looking the 50 acre ranch they 
once called home. As the weath-
er becomes more inclement, an 
awning helps to escape the rain. 
A bonfire will help to keep them 
a little warmer and maybe a little 
drier.
 Clearwater County Sheriff Chris 
Goetz, issued a statement early 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, saying that 

Eviction brings political 
activists to Orofino

all of the family’s property had 
been removed by the moving com-
pany as of 12:45 a.m. It was then 
transferred to storage.
 Goetz later added that the mort-
gage company had agreed to re-
lease all the Nickersons’ personal 
possessions back to them. 
 Restitution of the premises was 
made to the bank through their 
representatives. All law enforce-
ment had then cleared from the 
scene.
 News of the incident traveled far 
and wide and captured the atten-
tion of Ammon Bundy, known for 
leading the armed stand-off at the 

National Wildlife Refuge in Harney 
County, OR, in 2016.
 Following his visit to the Nick-
erson ranch as well as with Sher-
iff Goetz, Bundy posted his con-
clusions on Facebook, reporting 
that he could find nothing in the 
documents or court records to 
determine the family had been un-
justly tried or forced to leave their 
home.
 Another group to respond to the 
Nickerson’s plea for help were The 
Real 3%ers – Idaho.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_WaStoVMHwlMjByeHBKTnVkUU5Tcm5CdDcyczB3OEFNcGEw
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