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Former IDYCA Cadet

honors Academy.....

Six-day weather 
forecast

 The last issue that political let-
ters to the editor will run in the 
Clearwater Tribune will be in the 
Oct. 14 issue. After that date, only 
political advertising will be accept-
ed.

Political letters 

to the editor

Cindy and Fritz Fliger, of Juliaetta, are very thankful that there was 
a wheelchair accessible ramp at the Clearwater Historical Museum 
in Orofino, and have a big thank you to Tia Pomponio, member of 
the Clearwater Historical Society, for being such a great tour guide. 
Fritz enjoyed touring the museum and believes it to be a wonderful 
asset to Orofino. The museum members would like to say a big 
thank you to Brian MacArthur and helpers, Dustin and Pete, for 
their speedy action to provide the ramp. 

Displaying the new handicap ramp at the Clearwater Historical Mu-
seum are from left, Mike Goodwin, Beth Erdey of Nez Perce Histor-
ical Park, and Rodger Colgan. Photo by Tia Pomponio.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council members 
and City staff praised the efforts of 
several local members of the com-
munity at the meeting held Sept. 
22, to deliver some long-awaited 
projects in Orofino. The projects 
both tie into the city’s goal of of-
fering a healthier lifestyle through 
physical fitness and better nutri-
tion.
 The community was awarded a 
$250,000 Community Transfor-
mation Grant to help foster and 
promote these objectives.
 City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers announced that the first 
phase of the skate park had been 
completed, and is now open to the 
public on Dunlap Road, just be-
neath the Orofino Junior/Senior 
High School. John Anderson of 
Riverview Construction contribut-
ed the excavation work required 
and Josh Steiner and crew with 
Fury Concrete poured the con-
crete and prepared the foundation 
for the ramps. Smathers added 
that Rusty and Kim Miller were 
also very much involved in the 
process.
 The skate park has been 
a dream for at least the past 
15 years. Chris St. Germaine, 
Clearwater County Econom-
ic Development Specialist, has 
assisted community youth and 
supporters through the process 
of finding and  negotiating to se-
cure the property from the school 
district to organizing community 
meetings and applying for grants, 
which helped to bring us to where 
we are today.
 Smathers said there were en-
thusiasts there to test the new 
ramps even before the crew was 
finished. “The workers sent to in-
stall the ramps loved seeing the 
anticipation and enthusiasm from 
the community as they worked, 
and commented they hoped if ever 
the skate park receives addition-
al ramps, they would be the crew 
sent to install the new equipment.
   The Park has been open a lit-
tle more than a week and has had 
anywhere between five and up to 

City applauds local individuals for 
contributions to make the skate 

park and new tennis courts a reality

30 kids on the courts every day of 
the week. Jace Sams said Sunday 
was his third visit since it opened. 
He lives in Kamiah and inciden-
tally is on the YAB Upriver Youth 
Leadership Council. A senior at 
Kamiah High this year his Senior 
Project is focused on helping the 
community of Kamiah to create 
their own skate park! There were 
not quite as many girls as boys on 
the court, though chances are that 
will change. 
 Smathers indicated that at the 
October meeting for the disburse-
ment of funds of the Community 
Transformation Grant, he felt 
some funding would be earmarked 
for fencing and a few tables for the 
new park. The park will be open 
from dawn until dusk.
 Further in the departmental re-
ports Public Works, Supervisor 
Shane Miller spoke very highly of 
the work that went into the trans-
formation of the tennis/pickleball 
courts on H Street, above the 
Orofino Elementary School.
 Like the request for a skate 
park, the disrepair of tennis 
courts were often an agenda item 
at City Council meetings. With an 
ever growing interest in tennis 
amongst the students, OJSHS 
Tennis Coach Lupe Sims request-
ed on several occasions if repairs 
on the court could be made, in 
order for it to be functional. Poor 

drainage of the courts resulted in 
leaving the same issue year after 
year repair was costly, but recon-
ditioning the courts was entirely 
out of reach with the city’s annual 
budget allowed for recreation.
 The project was tackled by 
OJSHS Tennis Coach Sims, John 
Hughes, Assistant Tennis Coach, 
and Pickle ball enthusiast and 
Shannon Carducci and his wife, 
Geo.
 “It’s all about the kids and mak-
ing it a safe and functional court,” 
said Sarducci. “Keeping the courts 
in shape is an ongoing process.”
 Private donations as well as ad-
ditional funding from the school, 
supplemented the city’s $1,000 
budget in materials toward patch-
ing and repair of the courts. The 
city also provided equipment and 
tools to build the drainage ditch.
 “If you haven’t yet been out 
there,” Miller told the council, 
“you really need to go up and just 
step onto the courts. I can’t believe 
the work that was done.”
 Councilwoman Jennifer Dun-
away, who lives near the courts 
stated that Hughes and the Car-
duccis were out in the heat, in the 
smoke as well as the cold and wet 
weather working on the courts. 
“John Hughes was there almost 
daily at 6:30 in the morning.”

Malachi Kirk, 19 is the young man doing the 360 in the air at the new Orofino Sports Park on Dunlap 
Road. Kirk was one of the local youths to have worked on the skate park committee since it began, and 
actually played a part in helping to select the ramp features, and helping to raise funds and awareness. 
He said he’s been skateboarding, riding scooters and BMX bikes beginning when he was about eight 
years old.  Note, he is wearing a helmet! He said it comes from experience. 

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 84. Light 
and variable wind.

Wednesday Night
Clear, with a low around 49. Light 
and variable wind.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 84. Light 
and variable wind.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
50.

Friday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 84.

Friday Night
Clear, with a low around 50.

Saturday
Sunny, with a high near 83.

Saturday Night
Clear, with a low around 49.

Sunday
Sunny, with a high near 83.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 
50.

Monday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 80.

The Orofino Tennis and Pickleball Courts have never looked so 
inviting thanks to the combined effort of a several members of our 
community! John Hughes, spent many hours on the project as well 
as Lupé Sims Assistant and Head Tennis coaches for Orofino Junior 
Senior High School, respectively. Shannon Carducci, Pickleball en-
thusiast whose prior work with Habitat for Humanity was essential 
in getting things done efficiently, properly, as well as economically, 
sdaid, “Our biggest hope is to attract our youth to sports.” The best 
part of it all is that they are at last functional.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Trustees for Joint School Dis-
trict #171 met virtually as well as 
in the Orofino Elementary School 
Gym for their regular September 
board meeting Sept. 21.
 There were still a few bugs in 
the virtual meeting, but with each 
week, the process becomes a little 
better and we’re all doing the best 

JSD 171 Trustees are anxious to talk 
about education instead of Covid-19

we can.
 Amber Brumley, the district’s 
School Nurse was recognized as 
this month’s featured team mem-
ber. Brumley has worked many 
additional hours to find an effi-
cient way to help track employees 
and students in quarantine as well 

(See....JSD 171 Trustees

pg 11A)

By Dr. Michael Garrett
Jt. School District #171 
Superintendent
 As a school, our priority is to 
educate students effectively.  Each 
year we are forced to recognize 
that we have limitations of com-
pleting this priority.  This year is 
no exception. 
 The past two days have shown 
that nearly 30% of our students 
have been out ill at OJSHS.  As a 
result, we are closing the school 
building Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
and Thursday, Oct.1 for a deep 
cleaning.  The staff and students 
will be switching to online learn-
ing for these two days.  Please 
contact OJSHS if you need fur-
ther instructions.

OJSHS going to 
online learning 

Wednesday, 
Thursday, sports 

cancelled

(See....OJSHS going to online 

learning pg 5A)


