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January
 Dig for a Cure has donated to 
Clearwater Valley Hospital and 
Clinics Ladies’ Night Out event 
for many years. The Ladies’ Night 
Out event helps women who are 
uninsured or under-insured get 
mammograms at a lower rate and 
sometimes even for free.
 “The best part about putting on 
the Dig for a Cure fundraiser was 
knowing that I was able to help 
people struggling in a time of need 
and knowing that the mammo-
grams could potentially find can-
cer early to help save someone’s 
life,” says Samantha Leidheiser, 
OJSHS Senior and organizer of 
this year’s Dig for a Cure event.*
 Two variants of the Nightforce 
Optics ATACR product line have 
been selected by United States 
Special Operations Command 
(USSOCOM) to fill the Precision - 
Variable Power Scope component 
of the Miniature Aiming Systems 
– Day Optic (MAS-D) Program. 
The MIL-SPEC ATACR™ 5-25x56 
F1 and the MIL-SPEC ATACR™ 
7-35x56 F1 will be integrated as 
the Standard and the Long Range 
solutions for US Special Oper-
ations Command’s current and 
future anticipated Sniper Weapon 

Clearwater Valley Hospital receives a sizeable donation of $2,781.27 
from Dig for a Cure towards their Ladies’ Night Out event which 
helps uninsured or under-insured women receive mammograms. 
Ladies Night Out will be held on Jan,16, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Orofino Health Center. Pictured are (l to r): Shannon Erbst, Saman-
tha Leidheiser and Lenne Bonner. 

2020 Year End 

Review: Part I
Systems.*
 A group of Orofino Rotarians 
gathered on a snowy afternoon 
last Friday to give an assist to the 
library expansion project. The old 
cedar shingles which had covered 
the side of the library for the past 
thirty years had to be removed 
to make way for the new siding 
which will cover what is to be the 
outside of the new expanded chil-
dren’s section of the library.  
 The Rotarian’s motto of “Service 
Above Self” was evidenced by the 
good nature and willingness to 
tackle this demolition project.*
 Mayor Ryan Smathers was 
sworn in by city clerk Janet Mon-
tambo, followed by re-elected 
City Counsel   members, Jenni-
fer Dunaway and Josh Tilley, as 
well as Doug Donner, who returns 
to serve on City Counsel after an 
eight year absence.* 

February
 Veterans and Auxilary members 
gathered the morning of Feb. 17, 
for a very special dedication cere-
mony. Dave and Janet Owsley do-
nated a wheelchair lift to the VFW 
and Auxiliary in memory of their 
son, David Owsley Jr.*
 Members of the Clearwater Val-
ley Hospital Auxilliary and guests 
will gather next Monday, March 2, 
for their noon meeting at the Pon-
derosa Restaurant.
 The group will hear one of the 
hospital’s newest physicians, Dr. 
Jenny Johnston, give her back-
ground and role at our communi-
ty hospital.*
 Ted Brown, of the Clearwater 
County Road and Bridge Depart-
ment Foreman, retired Feb. 28, 
2020. He had worked for the 
Clearwater Road and Bridge De-
partment for 26 years.*
 At approximately 8:45 p.m. on 
Feb. 21, Clearwater County Sher-
iff ’s Office received a call advising 
of two individuals that ran aground 
in middle of the Clearwater River. 
Deputies Responded to the scene 
and located the boat grounded on 
a rock bar near Hidden Village 
and Blackrock Drive. 

Posing in the beautiful main house, Mark and Nancy Correa with Alvin and MaryAnn Litostansky.

Moving into history

(See.....Moving
pg 3A)

Wednesday
Rain and snow likely, possibly 

mixed with freezing rain before 
11am, then rain. Snow level 1700 
feet rising to 3100 feet in the after-
noon. High near 39. 

Wednesday Night
Rain before 8 p.m., then rain and 

snow between 8 p.m. and 5am, then 
rain likely after 5 a.m. Snow level 
2000 feet. Low around 33. South 
wind 5 to 7 mph. 

Thursday
Rain likely before 8 a.m., then 

rain and snow likely between 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m., then a chance of rain 
after 11 a.m. Snow level 1800 feet 
rising to 2500 feet in the afternoon. 

Thursday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

30.
New Year’s Day

A slight chance of rain and snow 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then 
a slight chance of rain after 2 p.m. 
Snow level rising to 2400 feet in the 
afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 41.

Friday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 33.
Saturday

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 43.

Saturday Night
Rain likely, mainly after 11 p.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 36.
Sunday

Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 43.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain and snow. Snow 

level 3000 feet lowering to 1600 feet 
after midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 30.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. Snow 

level rising to 2200 feet in the after-
noon. A high near 42.

By Lenta Hall
 Quite an upheaval of events have 
come to Mark and Nancy Correa 
this year, beginning with the fire 
on Sunnyside that stole their en-
tire home, its contents, outbuild-
ings, Mark’s business inventory, 
and a rental this past September. 
They were left with their Blazen   
toy hauler, one vehicle, three dogs 
and a flock of 40 chickens which 
escaped the flames. 
 Though shocked and set back, 
the Correas remained undaunted 
by the enormity of the losses and 
being homeless. They purchased a 
fifth wheel trailer in order to move 
back on the property to start the 
rebuilding process. Mark built a 
deck and had the electricity in-
stalled.  Still, all this was only 
accomplished last week. Had this 
worked out they would have been 
residing in a hotel until now.
 But God had other plans for 
them.
 On Sept. 25, they learned of a 
beautiful place on the river, be-
longing to Alvin and MaryAnn Li-
tostansky, which had come up for 
sale. On the Sept. 28 they made 
an offer and Al got back to them to 
meet with a counter. 
 The rapport between the Litos-
tanskys and the Correas was good 
and when Al learned that they 
were still dwelling in a hotel he 
told them, there’s no reason  for 
that,  move into one of the cab-
ins. They were overjoyed. (This 
was before the sale was even re-
ally in the works, which shows 
the thoughtfulness for others that 
Al and MaryAnn have. They also 
let the Correas move a shed to 
their property for Nancy’s beloved 
chickens and to put a yard there 
for them. ) 
 Nancy had them and their dogs 
moved in the next day, and the fol-
lowing day she had her office set 
up. 
 The Litostanskys place is a 
dream home and acreage to the 
Correas, both to live in, and as a 
business venture, because there 
are two cabins and rental storage 
units included. 
 Since the Correas already have 
a business managing their own 
rentals, this is really an added 
plus. 
 Many other things made this 
place an outstanding investment 
that they feel God guided them 
into. 
 The cabins and the house come 
fully furnished. Since Mark and 
Nancy had lost everything this was 
a huge blessing. The many items, 
include several of Al’s hunting 
trophies, which add to the ambi-
ance of the place. Every trophy 
has a story. The tail of a halibut 
adorns the upstairs along with an 
elk hide, hair-on, and a life-size 
cougar mount. The cougar was 
shot with a black powder gun. The 
elk head was the result of a black 
powder hunt, too.
 Included in the home is a play 
room, sewing and crafts room, 
and a man-cave for hunting tro-
phies, antiques and story items.  
  There are antique wagon wheels 
and whiskey barrels from Mon-
tana made into tables and hanging 

lamps. 
 Nancy says, “So you see why I 
say we’re not moving into a house, 
we are moving into history.” 
 Al says, “When I built it I did it 
like a commercial job. The main 
house has hot water heat in the 
floor. Everything’s been done in 
steel conduit and everything under 
this floor is concrete. So there’s 
no rot of any kind. It’s also why 
this place will stay heated evenly. 
Everything is in the furnace room. 
I went a little elaborate because 
piping and construction is what I 
do for a living. Everything in here 
is high grade to last very long. It 
burns on propane which is clean-
er and doesn’t destroy things so 
much. Usually people put in a 42 
gallon tank, but I put a 50 gallon. 
There’ll be plenty of hot water.” 
 The house is chock full of in-
novative ideas and its individual 
characteristics are everywhere 
you look, including the furniture, 
the beds, the built in dressers, 
with handles made from the bases 
of elk antlers, and metal works, 
all hand created. No space is wast-
ed yet you do not feel crowded at 
all. 
 Upstairs there is a bed, built in 
dresser, pool table and an electric 
piano, which Al and MaryAnn are 
leaving, to the joy of the Correas.
 Nancy has greatly missed her 
music, having taught piano les-
sons earlier and just enjoys play-
ing.
 Al shared, “There is no sheet-
rock in this house. It’s all kinds of 
natural wood, blued pine, cedar, 
red fir and more. When you are 
young you enjoy creativity. 
 “From the time we started it was 
45 days until we were moving into 
this place. People were coming to 
check us out to see our progress. 
They were amazed, but for me and 
my workers, it was no big deal. I 
worked like that all my life.”
 Throughout the house and yard 
there are metal handmade works. 
MaryAnn would ask, do you think 
you could make (and name an 
item), and Al would make it. Like 
the yardbirds that decorate the 
garden. She asks, ‘How do you do 
that?’ and he says, ‘I don’t know, 
you have a scrap pile and you just 
start doing it. Pretty soon you have 
something created.’ 
 “Like the raised beds that are 
out there. She was down on her 
knees trying to garden and when 
I came out I saw her. I measured 
her height, got some cedar and 
made those boxes.”

The buffalo
 The first thing that catches your 
eye in the Litostansky house is a 
huge mounted buffalo head. It’s 
about 15 or 16 inches between the 
eyes. 
 He is one of the decorations 
to remain with the Correas. He 
seems to belong there and, as both 
couples put it, it would take some 
kind of crane to remove him!
 Al shot him in 2009 with a bow. 
He weighed in at 2316 pounds, a 
mammoth sized bull. The taxider-
mist told him he’d done taxidermy 
from all over the world and this 
was the biggest animal he’d ever 
done. There was enough meat for 

a couple of years, even giving quite 
a bit of it away.

Al’s story
 “I hunted a herd of buffalo for 
about three days, came home, 
then went back, and talked to the 
guy with the buffalo. He didn’t 
want me on the property with a 
bow because, he said, if you don’t 
kill and you just wound a buffalo, 
those animals don’t stop, they go 
through fences and tear up every-
thing.  
 “The only way I could get up on 
this buffalo was to ambush him, 
so I figured out a plan and got in 
a brush pile and got way ahead of 
the him. I got lucky and was in the 
right place at the right time. Like 
in the Bible the water parted and 
there he was. 

Housing is an

 issue for full 

time paramedic 

search

(See.....Housing
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By Elizabeth Morgan
 An Ambulance update was pro-
vided to Clearwater County Com-
missioners at their regular meeting 
Dec. 28, by Interim Director Don 
Gardner. Though the county has 
experienced a significant spread 
of the coronavirus, approximate-
ly 200 of the county’s confirmed 
cases were found within the Idaho 
Correctional Facility and perhaps 
another 40 at the Youth Challenge 
Academy in Pierce. Gardner stat-
ed, surprisingly, that the number 
of calls for service this month has 
not changed much from the num-
ber of calls received last year at 
this time.
 The search for a full time para-
medic is still underway. This past 
year, Clearwater County Ambu-
lance Service (CCAS) has sought 
to offer the community a higher 
standard of care, with the ad-
vanced skill set of a paramedic. 
They advertised earlier this past 
year and in fact received four 
highly qualified applicants inter-
ested in relocating to Orofino, the 
problem being the inability to find 
housing. With Covid has come the 
exodus of many newcomers to the 
area looking for refuge from the 
large cities. There was never suffi-
cient housing in our communities 

Hippotherapy
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