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By Lenta Hall
WWII has many secrets most 

people do not know about. Au-
drey Steiner, of Orofino, has a sto-
ry that reveals the life of a young 
teacher in the midst of the action. 
Thick action. 

Her first years were spent in 
Alaska in the Aleutian Islands. 
She signed up for Alaska during 
the fall that it was to become a 
state, 1958. All 13 schools that 
she could have taught on were 
military bases in Alaska. 

She arrived there just after 
graduating and, since it was an 
overseas base, had to have a lot of 
shots. The cholera shot they had 
to order in because they didn’t 
have them. That was the deadly 
one for her and nearly took her 
out, she says. 

Her first year was on the El-
mendorf Air Force Base in a 
brand new school, junior high, 
and it wasn’t too big. Anchorage 
only had 60,000 people at that 
time. The base was a Strategic Air 
Command Base. Her Territory of 
Alaska Teachers Certificate meant 
more to her than anything. 

Most of the people were in bar-
racks, but with separate rooms. 
“It was an interesting thing,” she 
says, “We were all told not to go 
downtown alone, and we were also 
told to take a hat pin everywhere 
we went. Back then we were just 
coming in with the switchblade 
gangs.” 

“On the military base you had 
young officers. Those kids were in 
a different school on the base. All 
of us kids, the civilians, laundry 
people, teachers, and that kind 
of people, were from all over, like 
Boston and New York, you know… 
we were in different barracks. 
Here I was, a hick from the back 
country, and we all decided to go 
out on Adak, the farthest west 
school under the American Flag, 
and a part of the Aleutian Islands.” 

(Adak Island was chosen as 
the site of an airfield, and flight 
operations began in September 
1942. On May 11, 1943, four 
days after the initial invasion 
date was delayed by bad weath-
er, American soldiers landed on 
Attu Island and defeated the 
Japanese garrison there, at the 
cost of 2,300 Japanese and 550 
American lives. From History.
com)

“They didn’t tell us back then 
that you’d get $700 more for going 
there. Back then that was almost 
as much as your whole year’s 
salary. So we all went. We all got 
along.” 

“You could walk all the way 
around the island in one day. 
There were solid earthquakes all 
the time, just rumbling around, 
and if they got bad we were sup-
posed to run up into the basement 
of the school where the chemistry 
lab was, and try to hold the cup-
boards.” 

“The kids got to go home at 
noon, bussed to their quonset 
huts. The wind there was so bad 
it was called the Williwaw wind.”  

(A williwaw is a type of kata-
batic wind caused when frigid 
air drops from a mountaintop to 
sea level.)

Audrey continued, “On Adak, on 
one side of the island, was the hid-
den submarine base. It was inter-
esting. They had an underground 
hospital, which is still there. Right 
across from us was a big volcano.” 

“The base where you landed 
was right on the edge of the island. 
The ocean was right there too. The 
Japanese were on that island. So 
you really had a lot of history.”

(In the Battle of the Aleutian Is-
lands (June 1942-August 
1943) during World War 
II (1939-45), U.S. troops fought 
to remove Japanese garrisons 
established on a pair of 
U.S.-owned islands west of 
Alaska. In June 1942, Japan 
had seized the remote, sparsely 
inhabited islands of Attu and 
Kiska, in the Aleutian Islands. 
Quote from History.com.) 

Crosscut saw memoirs

Memories of being an Alaska 

teacher during WWII 

“When the war came the quon-
set huts that the people had been 
in were abandoned. They just left 
everything, their dishes… they 
had to evacuate too fast because 
of the war.” 

“This is stuff they didn’t tell us 
when we signed on!”

“We got mail once a week. And 
we probably wouldn’t be able to 
get off the island.”

“You had all sorts of alerts.  
There were sirens going off all 
the time. You had a siren for ev-
erything. There were sirens for 
earthquakes, and you knew what 
each one was for. The kids knew 
which ones they had to go under 
the desk for… It was a riot… But 
it was the furthest West flag, so I 
taught under the furthest west 
US school. I stayed for two years. 
They used to only let you stay one 
year because you go nuts. And 
then I came back.” 

“When I came back I taught in 
Ft. Richardson, the military base 
that was right next to Elmondorf, 
just across the road. And they had 
trouble there, with moose! The 
moose up there are a different 
breed of moose. Huge. They’d be 
out where we were teaching and 
we’d have to bring the kids in.” 

“And of course, in the winter it 

was dark. If you have problems 
with depression you are going to 
have problems. Then when it’s 
summer and all the time daylight 
you get in trouble for being too 
noisy!” 

Audrey’s career in education 
consisted of the five years in 
Alaska military bases (one year 
at Elmondorf, two years in Adak, 
and two at Fort Richardson) and 
then she moved on to Kamiah 
for five years. Her final 29 years 
were spent here in Orofino as an 
elementary teacher, primarily fifth 
grade, although she also did some 
time teaching the fourth grade as 
well. When she first arrived she 
attended summers at college to 
get her added qualifications. She 
started in the Orofino school at 
the time the Dworshak Dam was 
being built.  

Most important to Audrey is the 
kids. She says children are most 
precious to her. She liked the 
most mischievous kids, but loved 
all kids. 

“I knew what to do because 
I was mischivious myself back 
then.”

“Really,” she says, “Children are 
our most valuable asset.”

According to a Clearwater 
County Shefiff ’s Office (CCSO) re-
port, on Saturday, July 3 at 2:30 
a.m., officers with CCSO and the 
Orofino Police Department were 
dispatched to Cold Springs Road 
off of Loseth Road for a camper 
on fire.

When officers arrived the camp-
er and a truck were fully engulfed 
and a total loss. Two deceased in-
dividuals were found inside the 

Two fatalities in 
camper fire

camper. 
As a result of the ongoing inves-

tigation and the completion of the 
autopsies, the victims were iden-
tified as Jennifer Patricia Brink, 
35, and Jeffrey Nelson, 36, both 
of Lewiston.

The cause of death was deter-
mined to be smoke inhalation.

The Idaho State Fire Marshall’s 
Office and CCSO are investigating 
the fire.

Fees for standard Idaho driver’s 
licenses, identification cards and 
instruction permits increased by 
$5 on July 1.  A $2 fee increase 
for knowledge tests will also take 
place. 

The 2021 Idaho Legislature 
passed House Bill 161 to increase 
funding to the county sheriffs’ of-
fices, which issue driving creden-
tials on behalf of the State. The 
purpose of this change in fees, 
which have not increased in over 
30 years, is to offset administra-
tive costs. 

The new fees are:
•	Class D (3-year) license — un-

der age 18 years - $30 
•	Class D (3-year) license — age 

18 to 21 years - $30 
•	Class D (1-year) license — age 

Audrey Steiner’s cards, painted by Diane Gerot of Studio 205 in 
Pierce, entitled “Headquarters, A Company Town” and “Idaho 
Youth ChalleNGe Academy * National Gaurd”.

17 years or age 20 years - $20 
•	Four-year Class D license — age 

21 years and older - $35 
•	Eight-year Class D license — 

age 21 to 63 years - $60 
•	Class D instruction permit or 

supervised instruction permit - 
$20 

•	Duplicate driver’s license or 
permit issued under section 49-
318 Idaho Code - $20 

•	License classification change 
(upgrade) - $30 

•	Endorsement addition - $20 
•	Knowledge test - $5 
•	Seasonal driver’s license - $44 
•	4-year ID card - $15 
•	8-year ID card - $25 

Additional laws going into effect 

(See....Driver’s license
pg 3A)

By Tina Lauria
The “Old Fashioned Sunday” 

will take place this Saturday and 
Sunday, July 10 and 11, at the 
Orofino City Park. There will be 
an Ice Cream Sundae Fundraiser 
to benefit the Clearwater Valley 
Fire Districts Auxiliary from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., or until they run 
out of ice cream, on Saturday and 
Sunday. The Auxiliary is raising 
funds to purchase hoses, supplies 
and equipment for fire district 
members. 

Vendors will be selling from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 

Please bring your own chairs 
for the events. There will be a 
costume contest all weekend, with 
winners announced at the close of 
the event.

Saturday
There will be entertainment in 

the park at the gazebo Saturday.

An Ice Cream Sundae Fundraiser will be held this weekend at Old 
Fashioned Sunday. Funds raised from the fundraiser will go to 
Clearwater Valley Fire District Auxiliary for the purchase of fire 
hoses, supplies and equipment for the districts’ firefighters.

Old Fashioned Sunday 

will be held this weekend
10 a.m.  is the Fashion Show. 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.: The Lenore 

Bunch entertaining through 
music.

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. will 
be skits performed by Alvin 
Lambright.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.: The Lenore 
Bunch.

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Clark Jenks 
will be telling stories of the log 
drives and life on the North Fork.

2:30 to 3:30 p.m.: John McLain.
Sunday

8:30 to 9:30 a.m.: The Lenore 
Bunch will be singing gospel 
music and hymns.

9:30 to 11 a.m.: Church in the 
park with communion.

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: The 
Lenore Bunch.

12:30 to 1:30 p.m.: more 
stories about Clearwater County 
and its history with Clark Jenks 
and others. 

Driver’s license, other 
DMV fees increase

Wednesday
A 20 percent chance of rain be-

fore noon. Widespread haze before 
noon. Mostly sunny and hot, with 
a high near 100. Light and variable 
wind becoming west northwest 5 
to 10 mph in the morning. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

Wednesday Night
Clear, with a low around 60. 

West northwest wind 5 to 10 mph 
becoming light west southwest af-
ter midnight. Winds could gust as 
high as 22 mph.

Thursday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

96. Light and variable wind be-
coming northwest 8 to 13 mph in 
the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

60.
Friday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
99.

Friday Night
Clear, with a low around 62.

Saturday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

106.
Saturday Night

Clear, with a low around 66.
Sunday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
101.

Sunday Night
Clear, with a low around 62.

Monday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

99.
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