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Her father would be proud

County Clerk says 
it’s time for a change

By Lenta Hall
Scott and Julie Glenn, owners 

of the new House of JuJu-Orofi-
no, are no newcomers to restau-
rants. Julie shared, “We have four 
restaurants in California, but we 
wanted to find someplace outside 
of California after all the things 
that happened in 2020. Need I say 
more?” 

“Our restaurant in California 
took a stand against our gover-
nor and stayed open in July. We 
did our research and realized we 
shouldn’t force any of these regu-
lations on anyone, so we gave up 
our beer and wine license so the 
state had no authority over us. We 
gave it up without them forcing us 
to.” 

“The city council in our little 
town of Clovis was phenomenal 
and very supportive. Unfortunate-
ly, we have a really horrible gover-
nor. For that reason, in August, we 
decided to take a two week tour of 
Idaho, knowing that the first thing 
they opened was churches and 
that spoke volumes to us, plus 
nobody was taking away guns, or 
forcing things that are of a tyran-
nical style leadership.”

“We have family in Idaho, at 
Hayden, and friends in Meridian, 
so we did a two week tour. We saw 
that Orofino was one of the lowest 
elevations which we liked.”

“When we came through with 
our motorhome and parked in the 
RV park we, of course, fell in love 
with the Clearwater River.  When 
we walked into town we found it 

Taylor Davidson, owner and manager of the House of JuJu-
Orofino, Scott and Julie (also called JuJu) Glenn, owners, and 
Justin Wilson, head chef and kitchen manager. 

House of JuJu 
owners are no 

newcomers to the 
restaurant business

was very much like our little town 
of Clovis where we have three 

City moves ahead 
with several projects, 
two which have been 

long awaited
By Elizabeth Morgan

Kayla Brown, with JUB Engi-
neering informed the Orofino City 
Council at the March 22 meeting, 
that the application to Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) is 
complete and the JUB contract 
for the airport improvements has 
been included.

Work will address rehabilita-
tion of the parallel taxiway mill 
and completing the fence along the 
north side of the runway to help 
prevent wildlife from entering the 
airport.

The FAA will cover 90 percent 
of the total cost, the state pays two 
and a half percent, and the city 
will pay the remaining seven and 
one-half percent, or $16,000.

Other news from Steven 
Schram, also an Engineer with 
JUB, informs the council that he 
has begun revisions for the Master 
Water Plan, and the GIS Mapping 
is in progress. Now begins the 
task of identifying all of the water 

Wednesday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

59. Calm wind becoming west 5 to 
8 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

36. West southwest wind 5 to 
9 mph, with gusts as high as 18 
mph.

Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

54. West wind 3 to 7 mph. Winds 
could gust as high as 18 mph.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

34.
Friday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
60.

Friday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

39.
Saturday

A chance of rain, mainly before 
noon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 59.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

37.
Sunday

A slight chance of rain. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 61.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 39.
Monday

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 57.

By Elizabeth Morgan
It wasn’t an easy choice to make. 

A lot of thought was given to the 
decision of leaving the courthouse 
as County Clerk, before Carrie 
Bird accepted an offer to work 
for Clearwater County Land and 
Title Company.

Thirty-plus years!
She first applied to the court-

house in 1991 and was hired to 
fill a part-time court clerk posi-
tion which turned into a full-time 
position two weeks later. Carrie 
worked upstairs as a court clerk 
from 1991 to 1996; she worked 
the first six months for the mag-
istrate court before being asked 
to become the district court clerk, 
when Jeannie Johnson became 
Treasurer.

She was transferred to the Au-
ditor’s Office in 1996. She will 
likely never forget her first day in 
office in February of ‘96, with utter 
chaos unleashed with the flood!

Carrie served as a deputy au-
ditor and recorder until 2008. 
Carrie was appointed to fill Robin 
Christensen’s position as elected 
Clerk when she left in Decem-
ber, and later filed for election in 
March. She has served there the 
past 14 years.

Idaho State Code allocates 
numerous duties to all County 
Clerks. Carrie oversees many op-
erations conducted at the court-
house. There are currently four, 
but typically five deputy clerks 
in the auditor’s office downstairs 
who are all cross trained to work 
with revenue, payroll, accounts 
payable, recording, and elec-
tions. The County Commission-
ers’ Clerk, and Indigent Charities 
Clerk also report to Carrie, as 
well as Christy Gering, Court Su-
pervisor, who currently oversees 
the Court staff upstairs to include 
four full-time deputies, one part-
time deputy, and a Drug Court Co-
ordinator.

Carrie notes that training and 
retaining staff is constantly a chal-
lenge, so cross-training is essen-
tial to keeping operations running 
as smoothly as possible.

When asked about the biggest 
change in her time as Clerk, she 
puts “Elections” at the top of the 

Beginning with Carrie Bird in the lower left hand corner and moving clockwise: JoAnn Davis, Record-
er’s Office; Shelly Donner, Commissioner’s Asst.; Julie Owen, Recorder’s Office; Abbie Hills, Deputy 
Court Clerk; Debbie Borders, Social Services Director; Kelsy Haag, Recorder’s Office; Amanda Brewer, 
Chief Deputy in the Recorder’s Office; Lisa McMillan and Kalee Johnson, Deputy Court Clerks and 
Christy Gering, Court Supervisor. Not pictured is Dorothy Pollman, Drug Court Coordinator. Few 
people realize how many people it requires to perform all the duties allocated to the County Auditor/
Recorder and Clerk’s Office. 

list.
“The county went from having 

two elections every two years to 
having up to three or four elec-
tions every year,” shares Carrie. 
Election laws passed in 2011 des-
ignated clerks to be responsible 
for all elections in the county, to 
include numerous taxing districts 
for cities and schools, requiring 
much more work at the county 
level.

Technology of course, was 
also a tremendous contributor 
to change. “We used to store all 
of our documents on microfilm 
or microfiche, and spend a good 
deal of time opening mail. With 
technology comes email, the work 
pace now is so much faster, it al-
most seems to come forth at the 
speed of light.”

As Clerk, Carrie has weathered 
the county’s numerous natural di-
sasters to include fire, flooding, 
slides, and extreme weather. Each 
of those incidents demand an im-
mediate response from the coun-
ty. “I will say that when any crisis 
occurs, this county pulls together 
like no other,” said Carrie.

The pandemic brought all of its 
own issues.

“There were all new require-
ments, not only for Covid but for 
the elections as well.” Carrie said 
she felt as though she suffered 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Dis-
order as an after-effect. “We got 

through it somehow. But with all 
the changes and uncertainty, it has 
been different, people were frus-
trated and angry, when we were 
just trying to follow the rules.”

“It’s hard to predict what our 
upcoming election will bring. My 
term actually ends Dec. 31 of this 
year.” 

One thing Carrie said she can’t 
change is who she is. “I’m proud 
to come from a long line of Dem-
ocrats.” Her father, Chuck Cuddy, 
and grandfather C. A. Cuddy, were 
both instrumental in shaping the 
quality of life we hold dear not 
only in our county but in our state.

One would hope that everyone 
votes for the candidate most qual-
ified for the position and party af-
filiation wouldn’t be a determining 
factor. But there are no guarantees 
and life is rather unpredictable. 

“I have an opportunity to accept 
another position at this time that 
is likely not to be available later. I 
know there will be many to sup-
port me, but the county has grown 
and there are many new residents 
who don’t know me from the next 
candidate. I want to be in control 
of my own destiny.” 

Public records indicate there 
are currently 400 Democrats and 
3,100 Republicans registered to 
vote in Clearwater County.

Carrie asks, “What would you 
do?”

Carrie extends her wish for 
everyone’s success to all her col-
leagues, and has appreciated her 
time there - but sometimes, she 
said, “it’s just time for a change.”

Sheriff’s Office 
issues warrant for 

investigation of starving 
cattle, cowboys help 

with round up 
By Sheriff Goetz

According to the Clearwater 
County Sheriff ’s Office (CCSO), 
on Friday, March 18, CCSO ex-
ecuted a search warrant at 3286 
Lakeview Road and the adjoining 
property. This warrant was for 
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