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Pierce Winter
Festival...........

Daily Showtime 6:30 p.m.
OPEN 4 DAYS A WEEK

Visit us on the Web!  www.rextheater.us

ADMISSION PRICES: 
• $8 ticket per person • Under age 2 free!

At the Rex

Thurs-Sun Feb. 3-6

 

The USDA Forest Service is 
moving forward with implemen-
tation of the Great American Out-
doors Act (GAOA) to address de-
ferred maintenance and other in-
frastructure projects on national 
forests and grasslands. The GAOA 
funding will be used to maximize 
the benefits experienced by mil-
lions of Americans who visit and 
use their national forests. GAOA 
projects will also improve condi-
tions on forests and rangelands, 
reduce wildfire risk, and increase 
the resiliency of our nation’s for-
ests for present and future gener-
ations

In north-central Idaho, on the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests’ Lochsa-Powell Ranger 
District, two GAOA projects were 
completed that demonstrate the 
Forest Service commitment to 
reducing deferred maintenance 
and working with partners. In the 
summer of 2021, Forest Service 
employees and partners worked 
together to preserve a historic 
ranger station and improve recre-
ational opportunities for hikers in 
the Lochsa River corridor.

From 1925 to the late 1950s, 
the Lochsa Historical Ranger Sta-
tion, located in the Lochsa River 
corridor between Fish Creek and 
the modern–day Wilderness Gate-
way Campground, was the admin-
istrative hub for a system of fire 
lookouts, smoke chaser cabins, 
and other remote Forest Service 
facilities that were linked togeth-
er by a network of pack trails 
and telephone lines. In 1976, the 
station was formally dedicated as 
an interpretive site as part of the 
United States Bicentennial cele-
bration. The station is also listed 
on the National Register of Histor-
ic Places.

“The building was built pri-
marily with native materials that 

Lochsa Corridor Great American 

Outdoors Act Work – Summer 2021
were available on site,” said Cindy 
Schacher, Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests archaeologist. 
“Some of the items - like windows, 
doors, stoves, and even a cast–
iron bathtub - were brought in by 
pack mules and horses.”

Over the years, the buildings at 
the Lochsa Historical Ranger Sta-
tion have suffered from normal 
wear and tear. Fortunately, GAOA 
funding will allow the Forest Ser-
vice to hire contractors to conduct 
repair work on the buildings, re-
storing structural integrity with-
out sacrificing historic character. 
After contractors finish the repair 
work, the buildings will look just 
as good as when they were first 
built in the 1920s.

For hikers, the Lochsa Downriv-
er Trail #2 is about 16 miles from 
Split Creek going upstream to the 
Lochsa Historical Ranger Station 
and then ending at the Sherman 
Creek trailhead. The trail is a fa-
vorite for locals and visitors to 
the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests because it offers the beau-

tiful scenery of the Lochsa River 
corridor and vantage points that 
look down on the Lochsa River 
and other pristine areas.

This summer, GAOA funding 
made it possible to accomplish 
needed trail maintenance work, 
improving the experience for fu-
ture visitors enjoying the trail. 
Workers and supervisors from the 
Idaho Department of Corrections 
worked on the trail for 20 days to 
clear overgrown vegetation, repair 
footbridges, improve trail tread, 
and provide general overall main-
tenance.

Forest Service officials can’t 
stress enough the importance of 
partnerships that helped get the 
job done.

“They did fantastic work,” said 
Galen Sparks, GAOA Trails Pro-
gram Lead, of the Idaho Depart-
ment of Corrections crew that 
assisted the Forest Service in the 
trails work. “They were super 
eager to do quality work on our 
trails and helped to tackle those 
deferred maintenance projects.”

According to a Nez Perce Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 29, around 11:59 
p.m., Nez Perce County Deputies 
responded to Big Canyon Road in 
Peck for a shots fired call. While 
enroute, dispatch advised dep-
uties that a male shot at a house 
then broke into it, then left mo-
ments later.

The first units on scene were a 
Nez Perce County Deputy and a 
Tribal Officer. They quickly locat-
ed and detained the male identi-
fied as Shawn C. Kleemeyer.  

When other units arrived on 
scene they went to the house that 
was broken into and learned that 

Shots fired in 

Peck, arrest made
the homeowner was shoved to the 
ground, and had a pistol pointed 
at him.

According to the report, Kl-
eemeyer then said to the home-
owner, “I’m in charge!” He then 
reportedly pointed the gun at the 
front door and fired it. Kleemeyer 
then ran out of the front door and 
continued firing the gun. 

He was taken to the Nez Perce 
County Detention Center and was 
booked for aggravated assault and 
burglary. 

Anyone in the area that may 
have information or video footage 
is requested to contact the Nez 
Perce County Sheriff ’s Office. 

According to a press release 
issued by the Clearwater County 
Sheriff ’s Office (CCSO), on Mon-
day, Jan. 31, at 2:24 a.m., CCSO 
was dispatched to Harmony 
Heights Loop Road for an aggres-
sive intoxicated male armed with 
a knife. 

Upon arrival to the scene the 
male, identified by a CCSO press 
release update on Tuesday as Mi-
chael J. Trappett, 48, an Orofino 
resident, was not initially located, 
but was eventually found outside 
the residence. 

Trappett was still armed with 

Orofino man dies 
following officer 

involved shooting
the knife and began aggressing 
two Clearwater County Deputies 
with the knife. According to the re-
port, Trappett would not respond 
to verbal commands and deadly 
force was used. 
 An autopsy was performed Feb. 
1. The two deputies involved in 
the incident have been placed on 
administrative leave, pending the 
completion of the investigation. 
Both deputies were wearing body 
cameras and the footage will be 
turned over to the Lewiston Police 
Department, who is the investiga-
tive agency.

 

By Jennifer Bruns, Regional
Communications Manager

The steel galvanized stairs to 
our new fishing access site at 
Harpster on the South Fork of the 
Clearwater River is now complet-
ed. 

In 2020, Idaho Fish and Game 
purchased this popular fishing 

Stairway at Harpster Access site 

now completed and open for use
site property from the Scott Fam-
ily. 

Not only is this a popular site 
for fishermen, it is also one of the 
more productive sites for our vol-
unteer brood stock collection pro-
gram.  

The concrete and galvanized 
steel stair design was chosen for 
the low maintenance and longev-
ity for this site improvement. The 
stairs will provide a safer and 

A recently improved crib wall and footbridge on the Lochsa 

Downriver Trail #2. USDA Forest Service. Photo by Galen Sparks

The Idaho Department of Corrections crew that assisted the Forest Service with trail work on the 

Lochsa Downriver Trail #2. USDA Forest Service photo by Galen Sparks

A newly improved crib wall and footbridge on the Lochsa Downriver Trail #2. USDA Forest Service 

photo by Galen Sparks

Wednesday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

32. Light and variable wind be-
coming north northeast around 5 
mph.

Wednesday Night
A 30 percent chance of snow, 

mainly after 11 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 23. 
Light east southeast wind. New 
snow accumulation of less than a 
half inch possible.

Thursday
A 30 percent chance of snow, 

mainly before 11 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 36. East 
southeast wind 3 to 5 mph. New 
snow accumulation of less than a 
half inch possible.

Thursday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 29.
Friday

A slight chance of snow between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a slight 
chance of rain after 2pm. Snow 
level rising to 2400 feet in the af-
ternoon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 42. Chance of precipitation 
is 20%.

Friday Night
A chance of rain before 11 p.m., 

then a chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 3000 feet lowering to 
1400 feet after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 31.

Saturday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

42.
Saturday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
26.

Sunday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

43.
Sunday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
27.

Monday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

44.

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather
Max.
  55
  52
  40
  45
  55
  55
  23 

Min.
38
33
30
32
38
41
11

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Jan. 24
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  30 
  29 
  27 
  27 
  24 
  22 
  23 

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Max.
  35
  42 
  36 
  34 
  42 
  40 
  45

Last Week’s 
Weather

Jan. 31
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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