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Orofino Cheer Team members are (l to r): DelRae Harris, Elisa Godwin, Madison Boccasini, Kaia 
Romero, Peyton Cochran, Hannah Noah and Breyer Boyer. The 21st annual Maniac Cheer Off was held 
last week in Orofino. The Orofino Maniac Cheer Team placed first in the 2A All Girl Show routine, first 
in 2A Pom routine and first in 2A Sideline Routine. The team is the 2A Overall Grand Champions. 
Photo by Cindy Beardin

By Dr. Phil Petersen
This last year has been stress-

ful.  We have had a pandemic. We 
have had a very stormy and even 
violent political period.  We have 
had shortages of various com-
modities.  We have had a period of 
dishonest and hurtful social me-
dia posting.  Some of us have lost 
our income and are in danger of 
losing more.  We have lost people.  
We have cancelled plans or had 
them cancelled for us.  We have 
been stressed, and most of us 
have had at least some degree of 
anxiety and depression.  We have 
been more isolated and have had 
fewer outlets for maintaining our 
mental health.  We have all been 
affected to some degree.

It is easy in this situation to 
lose track of the things we need 
to do to stay mentally healthy.  It 
is easy to eat too much, drink too 
much and exercise too little.  We 
can get trapped into a cycle of 
compulsively watching the news 
or consuming negative social me-
dia.  It is easy to let things go that 
would make us feel better, such as 
our hobbies and reaching out to 
friends and family.

This is a time to not dwell on 
negative things we have no control 
over.  It is a time to divide what 
we can control from what we can’t.  
There are things we can do to try 
to stay healthy and minimize anxi-
ety.  First, we need to do the things 
required to keep from getting in-
fected.  But we also need to stay 
generally healthy, mentally as well 
as physically.  Eat a healthy diet.  
Get outside every day for a bit of 

Maintaining emotional health

fresh air and a walk.  Read that 
book we have wanted to read.  Call 
Mom, brother, sister, or a friend.  
Take a vacation from the news 
and social media.  Get back into 
that hobby.  Make some plans for 
when this is over and the world is 
a little saner.

There is hope. Covid cases have 
been gradually declining in our 
county for the past few weeks.  We 
actually know now how to avoid 
getting infected.  It looks like po-
litical strife may have peaked 
with recent events.  The Covid 
vaccine is gradually being distrib-

uted and administered.  (Here in 
Clearwater County, close to 1200 
people have been immunized, in-
cluding a little over 200 who have 
received both doses.)  For the first 
time in a while, there is potential 
light at the end of the tunnel on 
a number of fronts.  It looks like 
this summer will be significantly 
better than last.

We have made it this far. It looks 
like the finish line may be in sight, 
even if not in the immediate fu-
ture. Let’s make sure that we each 
try to stay healthy through the last 
leg of this last tumultuous year.

Dworshak will be releasing wa-
ter during the next two weeks to 
manage reservoir refill and pro-
vide flood control. Reservoir man-
agers will maintain Dworshak 
Dam releases at 1,700 cubic feet 
per second (cfs) through Feb. 19.

Read more at: https://www.nww.

Idaho Experience takes viewers 
along The Last Log Drive on the 
Clearwater River on Idaho PBS.

The film airs Thursday, Feb. 18, 
at 8:30 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 21, 
at 7:30 p.m.

It is available now for early 
streaming on the PBS Video app 
or online at video.idahoptv.org. 

The Last Log 
Drive on the 

Clearwater River 
airs on Idaho PBS

Dworshak to release water 
the next two weeks

usace.army.mil/Media/News-Re-
leases/Article/2501551/21-003-
dworshak-dam-releases-to-fluctu-
ate-between-1700-and-4000-cfs-
in-second-h/ 

Contact:  - (509) 527-7020, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers - Walla 
Walla District

By Elizabeth Morgan
A request through Orofino Ru-

ral Fire District (ORFD) to extend 
fire protection to county property 
located on Plantation Drive, out-
side of the current rural district 
boundaries, was denied by the 
Orofino City Council at the regular 
meeting held Feb. 9.

Orofino Fire Chief Jon Hoyt 
recommended the city deny the 
request, and reported to council 
members the various hardships 
involved in responding to the area.

“We aren’t able to effectively 
fight fires at that location. I’m not 
comfortable with heading up Deer 
Cedar Road to reach Plantation 
Drive. Due to the road, we would 
be limited to using the brush 
truck which is incapable of han-
dling a structure fire, our tinder 
truck would require much more 
time to reach the property,” said 
Hoyt, “I understand the county 
does not maintain the road, which 
is another issue. Why annex, if we 
can’t effectively fight the fire? It 
just isn’t practical.”

The growth of the county in 
the past year has expanded and 
continues to grow. At some point, 
county residents may need to con-
sider establishing a fire depart-
ment closer in proximity to the 
new homes being built

In the past few months as the 
contract was in the process of 
renewal, the City and ORFD had 
started a conversation regarding 
the growth of the district and left 
off with the consensus that new 
requests were to be determined 
by the fire chief on a case by case 
basis. Requests to be annexed into 
the district are becoming more fre-
quent. New homes being built are 
not able to obtain fire insurance if 
they aren’t in a fire district. No one 
wants to deny fire protection, but 

City to limit boundaries 

in assisting ORFD
the district has simply outgrown 
the ability to effectively serve the 
area in question. A work session 
will be held to further discuss the 
matter with ORFD on March 2.

Other petitions, applications, 
appeals, communications

In a recent email to the City, 
US Bank announced moving 
away from the practice of using 
securities as collateral, to be re-
placed with a letter of credit, due 
to changes in banking regulations.

Treasurer Donna Wilson said 
she spoke with the City’s auditor 
who saw no issues in the change 
from an auditor’s standpoint. Wil-
son wanted the council’s directive 
before responding to the changes.

City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers expressed that in his pre-
vious employment with LCCU, 
he had always believed the city 
would be able to make more in-
terest on their money. He said he 
tried at length to convince former 
City Administrator Rick Laam to 
look at other options, who had 
always countered that it was be-
cause of the collateral agreement 
with U.S. Bank. Now that regula-
tions are wanting to substitute a 
letter of credit for collateral pro-
tection, Smathers believes it may 
be a good time to research other 
options. He asked Wilson the re-
cent amount of interest earned. 
She stated that the interest made 
in December of 2020 was $41. In 
January of 2021, it was $51. “It’s 
very little,” she confirmed.  

“Not only do we make very little 
in interest, but we pay a treasury 
management fee to place our mon-
ey with them. It’s an old fashioned 
system and there’s better options 
available. I’m not advocating any 
particular entity,” explained Sma-
thers, “I suggest we send out re-
quests for proposals from differ-
ent financial institutions around 
us to see what they may be able 
to do. Let’s see what the other op-
tions might be, we may decide it 
isn’t the route we want to proceed, 
but we’ll have a little more infor-
mation.”

A motion was made, seconded 
and passed by the council to ex-
plore options with the potential to 
accrue additional interest on the 
city’s accounts.

Departmental reports
Administrator Smathers in-

formed the council that he and 
Economic Development Specialist 
Chris St. Germaine were putting 

 A GoFundMe account, Pam 
Jones Relief Fund, has been es-
tablished for Orofino resident 
Pam Jones. Pam has been in ICU 
in Kootenai Medical for over a 
month with Covid.
 A previous fundraiser was 
scheduled to be held for Pam last 
weekend, but the fundraiser had 
to be postponed due to Covid re-
strictions and concerns about the 
inclement weather.
 Pam and her husband Brady 
are both longtime Orofino resi-
dents and Clearwater County em-
ployees.
 

GoFundMe 
account set up 
for Pam Jones

Six-day weather 
forecast

(Approximately eight inches of 
new snow had reportedly accu-
mulated in the lower elevations of 
Clearwater County as of Monday 
night, Feb. 15.)

Wednesday
A 40 percent chance of snow. 

Cloudy, then gradually becoming 
mostly sunny, with a high near 
38. West wind around 6 mph. New 
snow accumulation of less than a 
half inch possible.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

22. West wind around 6 mph be-
coming calm in the evening.

Thursday
A 20 percent chance of snow af-

ter 11 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 40. Calm wind becoming 
east southeast around 5 mph in the 
morning.

Thursday Night
Rain and snow likely before 11 

p.m, then snow between 11 p.m. 
and 2 a.m., then rain and snow af-
ter 2 a.m. Snow level 1300 feet. Low 
around 34. Chance of precipitation 
is 80%. New snow accumulation of 
less than a half inch possible.

Friday
Rain and snow likely before 11 

a.m., then a chance of rain. Snow 
level 1400 feet rising to 2700 feet in 
the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 44. Chance of precipita-
tion is 70%. Little or no snow accu-
mulation expected.

Friday Night
A chance of rain before 11 p.m., 

then a chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 2600 feet lowering to 
1300 feet after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 32.

Saturday
A chance of snow before 11 a.m., 

then a chance of rain and snow be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a 
chance of rain after 2 p.m. Snow 
level rising to 1900 feet in the af-
ternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 42.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain before 8 p.m., 

then a chance of snow. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 34.

Sunday
Rain and snow likely. Snow level 

rising to 3100 feet in the afternoon. 
Cloudy, with a high near 46.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 40.
Monday

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 49.

Daily Showtime 6:30 p.m.

Visit us on the Web!  www.rextheater.us

ADMISSION PRICES: 
• $8 ticket per person  

• Under age 2 free!

At the Rex
OPEN: FRI-SAT-SUN 
February 19-20-21
Closed: Mon-Thurs Feb. 22-25

R

Northern Idaho Whitetail For-
ever (NIWF) is hosting its 2nd an-
nual benefit auction on Saturday, 
Feb. 20, at the Orofino Best West-
ern Lodge at River’s Edge. All pro-
ceeds are used to defray costs of 
sending members to testify before 
the Governor’s Fish and Game 
Commission and maintain the 
group’s website. These meetings 
are vital for setting the length of 
big game seasons and the amount 
of regulated harvest.

According to Bill Samuels of 
NIWF, “Unfortunately, we are cur-
rently sold out for the evening but 
are putting people on the waiting 
list. Thank you for supporting this 
“homegrown” organization that 
benefits our whitetail deer herds 
for all sportsmen and sportswom-
en to enjoy.”

NIWF members would like to 
thank all of the businesses and 
private individuals who have of-
fered items to be auctioned off. 

NIWF hopes for an open door 

Northern Idaho Whitetail Forever 

Benefit Auction sold out

Dr. Phil Petersen and wife Vicky Petersen strive to maintain 
their mental and emotional health by enjoying the beauty Idaho 
winters have to offer on the ski slope.

event next year. Donations are still 
welcome. 

Keep It Local Idaho, 

launched
 The Idaho Association of Coun-
ties, Association of Idaho Cities, 
Association of Idaho Highway Dis-
tricts and the Idaho School Boards 
Association recently launched an 
educational platform to help Ida-
hoans understand what local gov-
ernments do, it’s called Keep It 
Local Idaho. To help people better 
understand how property taxes 
are calculated, what new construc-
tion is, how home values work, 
and other subjects, the Keep It 
Local Idaho Committee’s goal is to 
clear up confusion on these issues.
 Keep It Local Idaho Facebook 
and Twitter pages were launched, 
in addition to a Youtube channel. 
A new video will be released each 
week to explain different aspects 
of how local governments work.

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Feb. 17
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
  48 
  45 
  45 
  50 
  54 
  60 
  59

Min.
30
30
25
29
29
35
33

   Precip.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Max.
  41
  36
  34
  33
  24
  22
  23 

Min.
31
28
21
20
18
16
11

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Feb. 8
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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