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Wednesday
Rain, mainly before noon. High 

near 48. South wind 14 to 21 mph 
becoming west in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 29 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 
100%. New precipitation amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Wednesday Night
Patchy fog after 3 a.m. Oth-

erwise, mostly clear, with a low 
around 28. West wind 10 to 15 
mph becoming light and variabale 
after midnight.

Thursday
Areas of fog before 8 a.m. Oth-

erwise, mostly sunny, with a high 
near 44.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

29.
Friday

A chance of rain and snow be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a 
chance of rain after 2 p.m. Snow 
level rising to 2500 feet in the 
afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 44.

Friday Night
A chance of rain, mainly before 

11 p.m. Snow level 2800 feet low-
ering to 2300 feet after midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
34.

Saturday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 

44.
Saturday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 32.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and 

snow. Snow level 1400 feet ris-
ing to 2500 feet in the afternoon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
43.

Sunday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 32.
M.L. King Day

   A slight chance of rain. Snow lev-
el 1800 feet rising to 2800 feet in 
the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 44.

By Dr. Jenny Johnston 
 Several patients have reached 
out to me requesting the 
COVID-19 vaccine.  I am beyond 
excited for the day I can offer our 
patients the COVID-19 vaccine.  I 
know that so many fears, anxiet-
ies can be quieted by the vaccine 
and I wish I could alleviate these 
sooner.  I also know that many are 
waiting to see their loved ones and 
for many joys in their lives to re-
turn once we have achieved herd 
immunity through vaccination.  I 
can’t wait either!
 Each state has been charged 
with designing their own vaccine 
distribution, “roll-out”, plan.  I 
believe it is important to discuss 
the vaccine roll-out plan as di-
rected by Governor Little for the 
State of Idaho.  As of now, health-
care workers and residents/staff 
at long term care facilities (like 
nursing homes) have started to 
receive the vaccine.  This is the 
“first wave” of vaccinations.  This 
also includes dentists, dental hy-
gienists, dental assistants, phar-
macists, pharmacy technicians, 
home care aids and EMS workers.
 Governor Little stated in his Of-
fice of the Governor Update from 
Dec. 30 “I have full confidence in 
the safety of our vaccine and in-
tend to receive mine when eligi-
ble”.  So, when will the Governor 

Dr. Jenny Johnston

Vaccine roll-out 

plan as outlined by 

Governor Brad Little
receive his vaccine?  A quick goo-
gle search tells me that Governor 
Little is 66 years of age.  He is also 
an essential worker.  Governor 
Little will likely receive his vac-
cination with the “second wave”.  
Anticipated to begin by February 
2021.  At this time, the Gover-
nor’s plans state the second wave 
will include essential workers de-
fined as teachers, day care work-
ers, correctional staff, grocery and 
food service workers, the national 
guard.  The second wave also in-
cludes adults 75 years and older.  
February 2021 is only three weeks 
away, hope for immunity is so 
close for so many!
 The “third wave” is anticipat-
ed in April 2021 and will include 
adults 65 years and older.  It will 
also include people aged 16 to 64 
years old with at risk medical con-
ditions.
 The last wave is anticipated in 
May 2021 and will include the 
general public.
 I am hopeful the vaccine will be 
available sooner to most people.  
At this time, the vaccines are being 
ordered and only half of the ship-
ment is distributed.  The other 
half is kept in storage as a second 
vaccine available to those who will 
need the booster in three weeks.  
The incoming President Biden has 
announced that he may advise to 
release all of the vaccine doses 
rather than withholding half of 
them.  This is with hopes that the 
manufacturers (Pfizer and Moder-
na) can replenish the supply need-
ed for the second vaccines.  On 
Jan. 9, during a radio interview 
with NPR, Dr. Anthony Fauci gave a 
statement regarding this “They’re 
not talking about withholding and 
not giving the second dose.  They 
are completely dedicated to giving 
the second dose and on time but 
feel that the importance of get-
ting as many people as possible is 
worth the risk.”  It may be helpful 
to know, two weeks after receiving 
one dose of the vaccine, a person 
is believed to be 50 percent im-
mune to COVID-19.  Two weeks 
after receiving the second dose, 
95 percent immunity is achieved.  
The more immunity in our com-
munity, the less people suffer and 
die.  Strategically, a move to give 
all available vaccine doses now, 
may be worth the gamble.  4,000 
Americans died on Jan. 8, 2021 
from COVID-19 - The highest dai-
ly death toll yet.
 Clearwater Valley Hospital and 
Clinics remains a trusted commu-
nity resource.  Please come to us 
with your vaccine questions.  We 
are safe and unbiased.  Our only 
wish is the health and happiness 
of our community.  We are open 
to hearing your fears and con-
cerns regarding the vaccine and 
can help you decide what is best 
for you and your family. Please 
contact us for any comments, con-
cerns or questions. I understand 
that the unknown brings fear.  
However, knowledge is your pow-
er, and everyone deserves safe and 
truthful information to make the 
best decisions for themselves.
 On a personal note, I received 
my second COVID-19 vaccine on 
Friday.  I received the Pfizer vac-
cine as it was the first available.  
However, the Moderna series are 
just as safe and effective.  Com-
pleting my COVID-19 vaccines 
came at a difficult time for me 
emotionally. I had been the hospi-
tal physician, caring for very sick 
patients with COVID19.  The suf-
fering was unimaginable. I hope 
that by receiving the vaccine, it 
will honor those patients and their 
families.   

  

 
By Elizabeth Morgan
 At a council work session on 
Jan. 5, led by Chair Jennifer 
Dunaway in the absence of May-
or Sean Simmons, the following 
items were addressed:

OPD seeks larger and
 more accessible facility

 It was announced that 
Clearwater County is considering 
selling the Orofino Medical Park 
building on Michigan Avenue. Po-
lice Chief Jeff Wilson introduced 
to the council the idea of possibly 
purchasing the building to accom-
modate the Orofino Police Depart-
ment.
 Wilson went on to describe the 
current office’s many challeng-
es for space, privacy, and accessi-
bility
 City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers recommended moving for-
ward to learn more about the 
building. Council member Mark 
Swayne requested to get a struc-
tural inspection on the founda-
tion. Chief Wilson was also ad-
vised to check with Ziply Fiber or 
Inland Cell regarding high speed 
internet.

ORFD
services agreement

 Clearwater County’s Emergen-
cy Management Coordinator, and 
seasoned firefighter, Don Gardner 
is representing Orofino Rural Fire 
Department (ORFD) in negotiat-
ing and renewing the fire service 
agreement with Fire Chief Jon 

Agenda for first council work session 
of 2021 focuses on first responders

Hoyt and the Orofino Fire Depart-
ment.  Additional information and 
confirmation of Orofino Rural Fire 
land taxes have been requested.

Mutual aid agreement
 A draft copy of the mutual aid 
agreement between the city and 
the county was presented to coun-
cil members. Orofino Fire Chief 
Hoyt commented on the need for 
guidelines and standards in the 

forthcoming rescue and emergen-
cy medical services agreement.
 Gardner and Hoyt will work 
together to define calls and ref-
erencing actual costs. Education 
and other solutions will be sought. 
Hoyt explained that he saw no rea-
son to make further changes in 
the contract, but believed verbiage 
would need to be modified in the 
new agreement.

By Elizabeth Morgan       
 In a special called School Board 
meeting held virtually Jan. 6, 
trustees of Joint School District 
No. 171 discussed and adopted 
the recent modifications to the 
Governor’s Orders for Phase II, 
regarding attendance at sporting 
events.
 Superintendent, Dr. Michael 
Garrett spoke of meeting recently 
with superintendents across the 
region, who are each in agreement 
with the modifications present-
ed to better facilitate consisten-
cy among districts, leagues, and 
coaches.
 Some of the new stipulations in-
clude: players will be allowed two 
spectators per game, families seat-
ed on the bleachers are to social 
distance 12 feet apart, and masks 
will be required for all spectators. 
Separate entrances/exits for both 

District adopts modifications to 
Governor’s Orders for Phase II

home and visiting teams and their 
fans will be specified.
 At this point, the orders are in-
tended for high school activities 
only. 
    It was noted that in events held 
previously, a significant portion 
of the community has not been in 
compliance.

Zero tolerance
 Noncompliance will be reported 
and enforced. The new guidelines 
must be enforced 100 percent in 
order to provide the safest envi-
ronment possible, so the students 
may continue to remain active in 
sports. 
 The next regular board meet-
ing Monday, Jan. 25, trustees will 
re-assess the data and guidelines 
set forth by the Center for Disease 
Control and Idaho North Central 
Idaho Public Health. 

 Have you ever wondered what 
happens to your trash after you 
put it out on the curb or drop it 
off at the transfer station? As you 
may or may not know, we are a 
transfer station and do not have 
our own municipal landfill. As 
such, this requires us to utilize 
landfills in the surrounding ar-
eas. That means loading, hauling, 
and managing trash according to 
rules and regulations as set forth 
by others. And that comes with a 
cost.
 As many of you are aware, the 
Clearwater County Solid Waste 
has run in the red for several 
years in a row. We (Clearwater 
County Commissioners) are look-
ing for solutions on how best to fix 

Trash Talk........
Janelle Smith, Manager
Solid Waste Clearwater County

Clearwater County elected of-
ficials were sworn into office 
by County Clerk Carrie Bird 
on Jan. 11. Top photo (l to r) 
are: Commissioner Vince Fra-
zier, Commissioner Mike Ryan, 
Commissioner Rick Winkel, 
and Sheriff Chris Goetz. Com-
missioners named Winkel Chair 
and Ryan Pro-tem. Right photo: 
Clearwater Prosecuting Attorney 
Clayne Tyler was sworn in a lit-
tle later in the day by Clerk Car-
rie Bird, following a busy morn-
ing in the courtroom.

this problem. We have spent the 
past few months analyzing and 
doing research to find where we 
can save money and cut costs.
 One area that was costing the 
County was the recycling center. 
It was costing over $100,000 a 
year to operate with wages, sup-
plies, and cost of having recycla-
bles hauled off. The County could 
not continue operating the Recy-
cle Center. We do still recycle tin 
cans and aluminum cans. We are 
working on a contract to recycle 
cardboard and paper. It has been 
a slow process, but the County is 
not giving up on it. The biggest dif-
ference is everything will be done 
at the Transfer Station. The Coun-
ty will not be driving around and 
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