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Six-day weather 
forecast

 The Orofino Show and Shine 
Planning Committee (OSSPC) has 
scheduled its first meeting for Feb. 
11, 7 p.m., at the Orofino indus-
trial shop classroom. 
 This will be the seventeenth 
show and we expect it to be anoth-
er successful event.
 Volunteers are needed to help 
with fund raising, contracting ven-
dors and helping out with the car 
show in July. Time spent on vari-
ous tasks is minimal but requires 
some dedication to help make the 
show a fun and rewarding event.
 Attend this meeting for more 
information and to be a part of a 
group of dedicated individuals. 
 There will be meetings sched-
uled for the first Tuesday of each 
month, same time, same location 
up until show time. 
 This show is scheduled for Sat-
urday, July 18.
 This event is a fund raiser and 
has been very successful in be-
ing able to award scholarships to 
deserving students from the two 
local high schools, Orofino and 
Timberline. 
 Plan to attend and maybe volun-
teer.
 For more information call: Bill 
Burge @ 208-476-5533.

Orofino Show and 
Shine planning 

meeting

Retired Clearwater National Forest Service Forester Tam White took this aerial image recently of the 
Black Mountain Lookout from a helicopter piloted by fellow retired forester Jerry Branning on the 
North Fork Ranger District.

 The theme for the 73rd annu-
al OCI Orofino Lumberjack Days 
and Clearwater County Fair will 
be “Sweet Delights and Carnival 
Lights.”  

Sept. 17-Sept. 20
Lumberjack Days and Clearwater 

County Fair theme announced
 Mark your calendar for this fun-
filled four day event, planned for 
Sept. 17 through Sept. 20.

CORRECTION--My apologies to 
the Orofino Harold Kinne VFW 
Post #3296 members. I featured 
a photo of a “Welcome to Orofi-
no” sign in last week’s issue, 
but it seems it was the incorrect 
sign. The correct one, sponsored 
by the VFW, is shown above. 
Thank you to the local VFW Post 
and Ladies Auxiliary members 
for all they do for our commu-
nity. --Publisher, Marcie Stanton

 Governor Brad Little is accept-
ing applications for the Clearwater 
Region representative on the Ida-
ho Fish and Game Commission 
following the resignation of Com-
missioner Bradley Melton Friday.
 Idaho law requires no more 
than four commissioners on the 
seven-member commission to be 
affiliated with any one political 
party. Governor Little accepted 
Melton’s offer of resignation after 
he notified the Governor’s Office 
last week that he changed his affil-
iation from Republican to unaffili-

Governor Little seeks applicants 

for Fish and Game Commission
ated shortly before the Governor’s 
Office received his application last 
September. 
 “Transparency in government 
and public confidence in the Ida-
ho Fish and Game Commission 
are paramount to me,” Governor 
Little said. “Although Mr. Melton is 
qualified to fill the spot, he willing-
ly stepped down so that I can ap-
point someone to the commission 
in accordance with the spirit of the 
law. I appreciate Mr. Melton for his 
willingness to serve as a Fish and 
Game Commissioner and for his 

continued contributions to Idaho 
as a businessman and volunteer 
in his community. I am grateful 
for his candor and wish him the 
best.”

 Qualified individuals interested 
in applying for the vacancy are en-
couraged to submit applications 
to the Governor’s Office by March 
13, 2020.
 Applications and other appoint-
ment information are available 
at https://gov.idaho.gov/appoint-
ments/.

 The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Forest Service has extended 
the comment period on the draft 
revised land management plan to 
April 20.
  The Forest Service has been 
working on its long-term manage-
ment plan for Forest Plan Revision 
for several years. In December of 
2019, it issued a draft of that long-
term management plan along with 
an Environmental Impact State-
ment that discloses the impacts of 
different management options on 
the environmental, economic and 
social environment. 
   “We are looking for input on the 
options and we want to hear from 
you—the people who are most 
directly impacted by the way the 
National Forest is managed,” said 
Forest Supervisor Cheryl Prob-
ert of the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests. “Public involve-
ment has been a critical compo-
nent of our process since we be-
gan in 2012. Your voice will make 
a difference in which option I 
choose for the future management 
of the Forest. In keeping with our 
emphasis on public involvement, 
I recently extended the comment 
period on the draft Forest Plan 
and environmental analysis to 
April 20, allowing for a full four 
months of public comment at this 
stage.”
   Probert added that the Forest 
Service has been holding a series 
of public open houses to help ex-
plain the layout of the documents, 
how to comment, and planning 

USFS extends comments for Draft Revised
Land Management Plan to April 20

team members have been avail-
able to answer questions. 
   “The turnout has been great at 
meetings held in Kamiah, Gran-
geville, Orofino, Elk City and Low-
ell,” Probert said. “Hearing first-
hand how peoples’ lives are inte-
grated into the Forests has been 
important for the planning team 
and myself to hear.”
   Four action alternatives outlined 
in the draft plan are the product of 
input into how the Forests should 
be managed into the future. Writ-
ten and electronic comments will 
be accepted through April 20. The 
draft plan and draft Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (EIS) are 

available for public review and 
comment through that extended 
date.   

  All project documents, to in-
clude instructions on how to 
comment, are located on the Nez 
Perce-Clearwater National Forests 
website; http://bit.ly/NezClearFPR  
   A list of upcoming public meet-
ings is located here; https://www.
fs.usda.gov/detail/nezperceclear-
water/news-events/?cid=FSE-
PRD687178 
   For more information, contact 
Forest Planner Zach Peterson at 
zachary.peterson@usda.gov or 
208-935-4239.

Every year in the United States, 
28 people die in avalanches. So 
far, in the 2019-2020 season, 
there have already been 12 fatal-
ities. And these fatalities occurred 
during a variety of recreational 
activities—from snowshoeing to 
snowmobiling.

The Idaho Department of Parks 
and Recreation (IDPR) offers free 
snowmobile-based avalanche 
awareness classes. The class is 
geared to familiarize the winter 
backcountry recreationalist with 
hazard-recognition and tech-
niques for safe travel in avalanche 
terrain. 

While the classes are oriented 
around snowmobiles, there are 
benefits for all winter recreation-
alists and we would like to en-
courage everyone to attend these 
free statewide classes occurring 
from Nov. 2019 through Feb. 22, 
2020. 

To see a full list of classes, vis-
it RecEd.Idaho.gov or email Rich 
Gummersall for more information 
at Richard.Gummersall@idpr.
idaho.gov.

Safety tips for winter recre-
ationalists--Get the gear 

You have 15 minutes to save a 
life! Every recreationist, snowmo-
bile or otherwise, needs to carry 
on your person and know how 
to use an avalanche transceiver, 

IDPR encourages 
all winter 

recreationalists 
to attend free 

avalanche safety 
courses

By Jo Moore
 Phase 3 of the Expansion Proj-
ect of Clearwater Memorial Public 
Library, the Children’s Section, is 
making great strides this week, as 
the ceiling and walls are up, the 
bathroom is being plumbed, and 
the wiring has been put in. 
 It is so exciting to see this prog-
ress and to realize that the very 
cramped children’s section is be-
ing almost doubled in size!  
 Drivers along Michigan Avenue 

The ceiling  is going up at the library’s children’s addition  

Children’s addition to 
Library is making progress

can now see that the opposite end 
of the library expansion shows 
how much has been accom-
plished!  

 The outer siding is ready to be 
completed, and painting of the in-
terior should begin soon. The ex-
isting part of the children’s section 
can still be used, and visitors can 
look through a window inside the 
library and view the progress be-
ing made in the new addition.

Accident sends one to 

the hospital.............

 The Clearwater County Com-
missioners announce that all 
county roads will have load limits 
in effect, starting at midnight this 
Wednesday, Jan. 29.
 The maximum gross vehicle 
weight allowable will be 30,000 
pounds by Idaho Code #49-1005. 
There will be NO Exceptions to 
this limit.  
 For further information call the 
Clearwater County Road Depart-
ment at 208-476-4813.

Wednesday
Widespread freezing fog before 

8 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 45. Calm wind becoming east 
northeast around 5 mph in the 
afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Rain, mainly before 11 p.m. 

Low around 36. Light and variable 
wind. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New precipitation amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Thursday
A 20 percent chance of rain 

after 11 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 47. Calm wind.

Thursday Night
A 50 percent chance of rain. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
39. New precipitation amounts 
of less than a tenth of an inch 
possible.

Friday
Rain likely, mainly before 11 

a.m. Cloudy, with a high near 
51. Chance of precipitation is 
70%. New precipitation amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Friday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 43.
Saturday

A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a 
high near 55.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a 

low around 38.
Sunday

Rain and snow likely. Snow 
level 3100 feet lowering to 1700 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 45.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain and snow. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
24.

Monday
A slight chance of snow. Sunny, 

with a high near 38.

Clearwater 

County road 

limits starting 

Wednesday
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