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Wednesday
 Rain likely before 4 p.m., then 
a slight chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 1900 feet rising to 2600 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 40. West wind 11 to 13 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%. 
Little or no snow accumulation ex-
pected.

Wednesday Night
 A chance of rain and snow, main-
ly after 10 p.m. Snow level 1800 
feet lowering to 1000 feet. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 26. 
South wind around 7 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 30%. New snow 
accumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.

Thursday
 A chance of rain and snow be-
fore 10 a.m., then a slight chance 
of rain. Snow level 1300 feet rising 
to 2700 feet. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 40. Chance of precipita-
tion is 30%. Little or no snow accu-
mulation expected.

Thursday Night
 A 30 percent chance of snow af-
ter 4 a.m. Snow level 2600 feet low-
ering to 1200 feet. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 30. Little or no 
snow accumulation expected.

Friday
 A chance of rain and snow be-
fore 10 a.m. then a chance of rain. 
Snow level 1100 feet rising to 3000 
feet. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 40.

Friday Night
 A chance of rain and snow before 
4 a.m. then a chance of rain and 
snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 30.

Saturday
 A chance of rain and snow before 
10 a.m. then a slight chance of rain 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 39.

Saturday Night
 A chance of rain and snow. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 29.

Sunday
 Rain and snow likely. Cloudy, 
with a high near 40.

Seven-day
weather forecast

Early copy needed

at the Tribune
 It’s time again for an early copy 
needed alert from the Clearwater 

Tribune. Please have your news 
and ads to the Tribune by noon 
Friday, Dec. 21, for the Dec. 27 
issue, and again by noon Friday, 
Dec. 28, for the Jan. 3 issue.
 With Christmas and New Year’s 
on Tuesdays, the paper will be 
delivered on Wednesday of both 
weeks, but the Tribune staff will 
be putting the paper together and 
sending the files to be printed 
a day early, Monday evening, to 
accommodate each holiday.

Letters to 
Santa &

Christmas
Greeting Ads
IN THIS ISSUE

By Roger Phillips,
Idaho Fish & Game 
Public Information Supervisor
 The Idaho Fish and Game Com-
mission on Friday, Dec. 7 ap-
proved an agreement to keep most 
steelhead seasons open, but steel-
head fishing in two areas closed, 
effective 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 7. 

Closures include:
 The Main Salmon River be-
tween Warren Creek and the Cop-
per Mine Boat Ramp. 
 South Fork of Clearwater Riv-
er upstream of the Mount Idaho 
Grade Bridge. 
 The commission also acted to 
continue the one steelhead daily 
bag limit through the end of 2018 
and into the 2019 spring season. 
 “I’m glad our anglers and out-
fitters can continue steelhead 
fishing,” Fish and Game Director 
Virgil Moore said. “It’s unfortu-
nate that a delay in receiving fed-
eral authorization for our recre-
ational steelhead fisheries created 
contention and hardship for river 
communities and anglers. This 
resolution achieves the commis-
sion’s objective to limit impacts to 
steelhead fishing as much as pos-
sible while we remain focused on 
finally receiving federal approval 
of our steelhead fishery plan for 
the long term.”
 The continuance of steelhead 
fishing results from an agreement 
between Fish and Game, the Ida-
ho River Community Alliance, Inc. 
and five groups that threatened to 
sue Idaho officials over the lack of 
federal authorization for steelhead 
fishing in the Snake, Salmon and 
Clearwater River systems. 
 Moore said he appreciates vari-
ous parties working together, and 
commended Idaho Rivers United 
for dropping its involvement in a 
potential lawsuit and helping forge 
the agreement among the various 
groups. 
 The agreement is in effect un-
til the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) approves Idaho’s 

Steelhead fishing is 
allowed to continue 

uninterrupted

Two new area closures

steelhead fisheries plan under 
the Endangered Species Act, or 
March 15, 2019, whichever date 
is earlier.
 As part of the agreement, mem-
bers of the Idaho River Commu-
nity Alliance, Inc. will voluntarily 
take a few additional measures 
when steelhead fishing. These 
measures are separate from the 
commission’s decision, and they 
are not Fish and Game rules. 
 Idaho sought renewal in 2010 
for an expiring NMFS authoriza-
tion for wild steelhead listed un-
der the Endangered Species Act 
that could potentially be harmed 
during Idaho fisheries for hatch-
ery steelhead. NMFS’ permitting 
backlog delayed approval for 
years, but Idaho steelhead fish-
ing seasons continued with Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Agency’s (which NMFS is within) 
knowledge and consistent with 
Fish and Game’s submitted plan. 
 Earlier this year, NOAA began 
reviewing the plan, and an updat-
ed plan is available for a public 
comment through Dec. 13, 2018. 
Fish and Game expects NMFS ap-
proval of its plan later this winter.
 In October, a group of six or-
ganizations threatened a lawsuit 
over Fish and Game’s lack of for-
mal federal authorization from 
NMFS. To avoid the potential for 
court-ordered changes and pay-
ment of these organizations’ legal 
costs, Fish and Game commis-
sioners voted on November 14 to 
suspend the most steelhead fish-
ing effective at the end of Dec. 7.
 That is the earliest day the orga-
nizations could file a lawsuit un-
der the Endangered Species Act, 
but that suspension is now voided 
except in the new closure areas. 

*Notice*
2018 first half taxes 
are due by Dec 20

By Dawn C. Erlewine,
Clearwater County Treasurer, Tax 
Collector, Public Administrator.
 Our office hours are 8 a. m. to 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
We are located in the Clearwater 
County Courthouse Rm #101 at 
150 Michigan St., Orofino. Please 
bring your tax bill when making a 
payment.
 For your convenience there is a 
payment box for checks only lo-
cated on the courthouse building 
at the rear entrance.
 We also accept debit/credit 
cards in our office through the 
state’s eGovernment service pro-
vider, Access Idaho.  
 The total amount of your trans-
action will reflect pricing through 
the Access Idaho electronic pay-
ment processor.
 No payments received over the 
phone you must pay with your 
debit/credit card in office or on-
line.
 Online payments accepted at: 
www.clearwatercounty.org. If mail-
ing a payment,  include payment 
stub or entire copy of bill. Mail to: 
Clearwater County Tax Collector 
P.O. Box 707 Orofino, ID.  83544.  
 Have questions call: Ph# 208-
476-5213 Fax# 208-476-8988. 
E-mail: derlewine@clearwater-
county.org

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Chamber members welcomed 
Tessa Mullinex at the general 
meeting held Dec. 5. She has ac-
cepted the position of Executive 
Director at the Orofino Chamber 
of Commerce to fill the vacancy 
left by Melina Johnson.
 Though the women had worked 
diligently to coordinate a smooth 
transition, Mullinex reported that 
the parade and the Christmas 
Festival were her first big assign-
ments and though there is much 
to learn, all in all, everything went 
very well. 
 There were a total of 18 parade 
entries this year with Army Corps 
of Engineers winning third place 
and $50; second place and $75 
was awarded to Grays Dental Of-
fice, and Orofino Builders Supply 
won first place and $100.
 Mullinex added that each of the 
winners of the parade donated 
their winnings to Christmas 911 
put on by the Orofino City Police 
Department (OPD). 
 Orofino’s first place sponsor 
was The Real Estaters, second 
place sponsor was Clearwater 
Health and Rehabilitation of Cas-
cadia, and third place sponsor 
was Sandy River Marketing.   

Christmas 911
 Orofino Police Chief Wilson and 
Dispatcher Lahni Ireland spoke to 
the chamber on behalf of the de-
partment about Christmas 911. 
 Since Christmas of 2009, OPD 
has provided holiday dinners and 
gifts to families in our area who 
most likely would not have had 
much for Christmas otherwise.
 Each year OPD accepts dona-
tions from businesses and com-
munity members to fund the pro-
gram.  Wilson said the team tries 
to shop locally as much as possi-
ble. Olive’s, Murray’s and Kings, 
and now Shopko, were all tremen-
dous supporters of the program.
 “I can tell you that our commu-
nity is very generous, and in my 
experience from coaching and 

Chamber welcomes new director
trying to raise funding for various 
things, it’s not the norm,” shared 
Wilson, “Our businesses give and 
give and give, local grocery stores 
provide discounts. My hat is off 
to them all and it’s so very much 
appreciated. Other communities 
don’t always have that kind of sup-
port.”
 Chief Wilson stated that they try 
to provide every single ingredient 
for a full-on Christmas dinner to 
include turkey and a ham, and 

gifts for up to approximately 30 
families and 70 children a year.
 Families are selected by nomi-
nation. Wilson explains that they 
are in touch with schools to con-
fidentially help identify those 
families most in need. They also 
accept nominations from other 
agencies and OPD staff as well. 
There’s a huge need said Wilson, 
“I’m sure we barely scratch the 
surface of the families living in the 

Making it look like a winter wonderland, Orofino received its first snowfall of the season on Monday. 
According to the National Weather Service, rain and snow are expected throughout the remainder of 
the week and into the first part of next week. Photo by Marcie Stanton

By Elizabeth Morgan
 A public hearing was held Dec. 
10 in the Clearwater County Com-
missioner’s office regarding the 
adoption of the Historic Preserva-
tion Ordinance.
 Chris St. Germaine asked for 
the commissioners’ support to 
establish a Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, as part of the require-
ment to apply for the Certified Lo-
cal Government (CLG) Grant pro-

Commissioners adopt local 

Historic Preservation Ordinance
gram, for the historic preserva-
tion and value relative to the State 
Historical Society and resources 
available to local communities.
 The county would be eligible 
for funds and resources through 
the CLG program. The resources 
can be used for a broad range of 
projects to include architectural 
and archaeological surveys, iden-
tifying and preparing a listing for 
the National Register of Historic 

Places nominations, acquisition 
and development, publishing ed-
ucational materials, and training, 
education, and workshops.
 “My idea,” said St. Germaine, 
“is that this would create a great 
mechanism locally, for our differ-
ent historical society venues and 
groups of which there are four – 
to have conversations together. We 
(See.........Commissioners adopt

on pg 14A)

 The Northern Idaho White-
tails Forever group is presenting 
a public meeting, Saturday, 9:30 
a.m., Dec. 15 at the Orofino High 
School Gym.
 The group (NIWF) was formed 

Public meeting this Saturday, Dec. 15 on 
proposed hunting season changes

by local hunters who are con-
cerned about the condition of the 
North Idaho deer herd. Members 
have been discussing with Idaho 
Fish & Game (IDFG) reasonable 
solutions to return the deer herd 

to what it once was.
 The publics help is needed in 
informing the IDFG of the current 
condition of the deer herd, and 

(See............Public meeting
on pg 14A)

Tessa Mullinex

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Dec 04
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
40
43
41
42
36
38
38

Min.
27
27
23
23
23
25
25

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Dec 03
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
40
40
40
34
35
35
35

Min.
20
16
16
15
16
16
15

Precip.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.10

Clearwater 4-H Robotics
Teams head to State
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