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Pam Jones, a longtime Orofi-
no resident, was stricken with 
Covid-19 on New Year’s Eve. She 
has been in ICU at Kootenai Med-
ical in Coeur d’Alene for over a 
month.  

A fundraiser for Pam, and her 
husband, Brady, will be held at 
the Lenore Community Center 
this Sunday, Feb. 14, with a Mexi-
can potluck lunch at 2 p.m.  Doors 
open at 1 p.m.  A dessert auction 
will be held after the lunch. Please 

Benefit planned for 

Pam Jones, longtime 

Orofino resident
bring your favorite dessert to be 
auctioned off.

You can make a donation to 
Pam and Brady at LCAC, Box 21, 
Lenore, Idaho 83541. Donations 
can also be left at the Just Brew It 
Coffee Shop on Michigan Avenue 
in Orofino. 

Please be sure to enclose a note 
to let them know who the dona-
tion is from.

For more information call Betty 
Frei at 208-836-5599. 

The Clearwater Highway Dis-
trict is not responsible to clear or 
make sure that residents’ mailbox 
es are structurally sound.

Governor Brad Little and Senator Carl Crabtree tour the Orofino 
Ziply Fiber headquarters on Michigan Avenue on Friday. 

Senator Carl Crabtree, Commerce Director Tom Kealey, Governor Brad Little, City of Orofino Mayor 
Sean Simmons and Clearwater County Commissioner Mike Ryan (l to r) at the Ziply Fiber Orofino 
office on Michigan Avenue.

Commerce Director Tom Kealey and Ziply Fiber CEO Harold Zeitz 
spoke about the funding and the possibilities of the Ziply Fiber 
Broadband Project. 

Ziply Fiber Broadband 

Project applauded
 The Orofino youth baseball pro-
gram will be meeting at Ponderosa 
in the banquet room Thursday, 
Feb. 25, at 5:30 p.m.
 If you are interested in volun-

Orofino Youth Baseball 
Program to meet

teering for the youth baseball pro-
gram attend the meeting or call 
Melina Johnson at 208-827-0366.  
 2021 board members will be 
voted in during the meeting.

Clearwater Highway District 

not responsible for mailboxes
It  is the responsibility of the 

owner of the mailbox to clean the 
snow and make sure the mailbox 
will not fall over from the snow.

Wednesday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

34. Calm wind becoming west 
around 6 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

16. West wind around 6 mph be-
coming calm in the evening.

Thursday
A 40 percent chance of snow. 

Partly sunny, with a high near 27. 
Northeast wind 3 to 6 mph. Little 
or no snow accumulation expect-
ed.

Thursday Night
A 40 percent chance of snow. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
7. Little or no snow accumulation 
expected.

Friday
A 30 percent chance of snow, 

mainly before 11 a.m. Partly sun-
ny, with a high near 22. Little or 
no snow accumulation expected.

Friday Night
A slight chance of snow. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 5.
Saturday

A slight chance of snow. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 27.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of snow. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 12.
Sunday

A slight chance of snow. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 30.

Sunday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

16.
Washington’s Birthday

A chance of snow. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 34.

By Lenta Hall
 Governor Little, Senator Carl 
Crabtree and Commerce Director, 
Tom Kealey, visited Orofino on 
Feb. 5, meeting with Mayor Sean 
Simmons, Ziply Fiber CEO Har-
old Zeitz, and local leaders.  
 After a tour of the facility, a brief 
meeting was held outdoors with 
County Commissioner Mike Ryan 
and Clearwater County Economic 
Development specialist Chris St. 
Germaine. 
 Governor Little commented, 
“Orofino was a good place for 
work on the Broadband connec-
tivity as it has the right kind of 
base knowledge of what was need-
ed to work.
 “We used to think of internet 
as a luxury but now there’s no 
question that affordable, depend-
able access, is just a necessity 
for economic development. The 
Cares Act funding used to further 
the development and installation 
in Orofino and surrounding area 
couldn’t have come at a better 
time.
 “I was raised in an old sawmill 
town and I know the new mills in 
the areas are more modern with 
one person doing what 12 used 
to do. We need more opportuni-
ties for commerce in these rural 
areas and this is the way to do 
it to get fiber here. Whether they 
are existing people that have been 
in Clearwater forever, or some-
one who wants to move here with 
a good idea, or whether they’re 
building cutting edge technology, 
like Nightforce Scopes, or build-
ing boats like SJX Boats, they 
all have to have connectivity and 
their workforce needs it for educa-
tion, and tele-health among other 
things.
 “This is just a win-win project. 
Senator Crabtree has been lobby-
ing me all day that there’s really 
no other way to foster rural devel-
opment.
 “We’re very proud of all our 
partners, the local Economic De-
velopment Corporation, Princi-
palities and Counties. They’ve all 
been a big part of it.”  
 Senator Carl Crabtree stated, 
“I believe broadband access will 
lead to the revival of rural Idaho, 
through improved business op-
portunities, educational environ-
ment and health care services.”
 Tom Kealey, Commerce Direc-
tor’s comments were, “I want to 
say thank you to the Governor 
for the Cares Act that we were 
able to utilize this year, based on 
the broad band plan that Senator 
Crabtree and others helped put 
together. In 2019 we were well po-
sitioned, when the funds became 
available.” 
 “I want to thank the cities and 
counties that applied for those 
grants and could fit that really tight 
window, about six months, and 
get these projects built, completed 
and paid for by the December 15 
deadline. We look forward to the 
future when the legislatures look 
at Governor Little’s recommen-
dations to get some more funds 
to keep going on and building up 
connectivity and broadband in ru-
ral Idaho. The Governor has been 
very supportive in connectivity in 

all of Idaho.”
 Mayor Sean Simmons add-
ed, “This has been great for the 
community. It truly is a win-win 
situation to benefit our schools, 

businesses and health needs. We 
appreciate how everything has 
come together as a whole. We, the 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners will hold a public hear-
ing Monday, Feb. 22, at 10 a.m. 
in Courtroom II, located in 
Clearwater County Courthouse 
for the purpose of considering a 
fee increase in the solid waste fees 
over five percent. The last increase 
for solid waste disposal occurred 
five years ago. If passed, the im-
plementation date for the pro-
posed increase would be March 1, 
2021.
 “Nobody wants to raise taxes, 
but the county needs to balance 
the budget the best way they can,” 
said County Commissioner Mike 
Ryan. For the past few years, the 
solid waste department has been 
spending more than it brings in. 
The county has subsidized the dif-
ference by cutting into other bud-
gets.

County to hear comments 
for proposed solid waste 

fee increase
 “We needed to find a way to re-
trieve some of those costs. The 
decision was made while trying to 
impact homeowners the least and 
raising the fees for those patrons 
who generate larger amounts of 
waste,” added Ryan, “There’s no 
way to make the entire structure 
fair, but currently the commercial 
rate for barbers and hair salons is 
the same amount that Barney’s or 
Orofino Marketplace pay.”
 Residential rates went up by 
$8.62 per year while commercial 
rates increased $17.02 per year. 
Motels will see their current fees 
rise $106.36 per year. Other rates 
for schools, hospitals convenience 
stores, gas stations, grocery 
stores, restaurants, and correc-
tional facilities will see their yearly 
fees doubled.
 At the transfer station, vehicle 

(See.....Ziply Fiber
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 Applications are currently being 
accepted by the Clearwater County 
Board of County Commissioners 
for a vacancy on the County 
Planning and Zoning Commission.
 The Planning and Zoning 
Commission is a public advisory 
board made up of volunteers who 
have resided in the county for at 
least two consecutive years and 
meet on the third Wednesday 
of each month at 6 p.m. with 
the purpose to review land use 
applications, county ordinances, 
assess land use planning issues, 
and make recommendations to the 
Board of County Commissioners.

County P&Z seeks 

to fill vacancy
 Article III if the Clearwater 
County Zoning Ordinance #35B 
states the requirements regarding 
the role of the planning and zoning 
commission and can be accessed 
at: 
https://www.clearwatercounty.
org/departments/building_plan/
PlanningSub/zoningordinance/
docs/Article_III.pdf .
 To apply, please pick up an 
application from the office of 
the Clearwater County Board 
of County Commissioners in 
the courthouse at 150 Michigan 
Avenue, Orofino, or request by 
email at clearwatercounty.org.


