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 Chase W. Chandler, 24, of Peck, 
was bound over to 2nd District 
Court Friday, Oct. 30, to face a 
charge of second degree mur-
der in connection to the Sept. 26 
death of Wayne M. Hodges, 24, of 
Orofino. After a preliminary hear-
ing was held at the Idaho County 
Courthouse in Grangeville, Magis-
trate Jeff P. Payne expressed res-
ervations that Idaho County Pros-
ecutor Kirk A. MacGregor had 
presented convincing evidence 
tying Chandler to the murder. The 
burden of proof in a preliminary 
hearing, Payne stated, is far less 
than what is required for a convic-
tion in a jury trial, in which jurors 
must find beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the defendant is guilty.
 Chandler has been in custo-
dy since his arrest Sept. 28 on a 
$500,000 bond. According to a 
criminal complaint, Chandler is 
accused of striking Hodges in the 
head with a blunt instrument or 
club, sufficient enough to cause 
cranial fractures and death. Ac-
cording to a probable cause re-
port, Hodges’ body was discov-
ered about five feet away from the 
entrance to a camper that had 
burned at an undeveloped camp-
ground between Forest Service 
Road 103 and Lolo Creek in Idaho 
County. The location is about 17 
air miles from Kamiah.
 An autopsy was performed on 
Hodges and according to the Ada 
County Coroner’s Office report, 
the autopsy revealed 10 distinct 
blows to Hodges’ head, During a 
scene search, an apparent club, 
made from a section of logging ca-
ble, was found in the Lolo Creek 
stream bed. This was placed into 
evidence. The probable cause re-
port stated the state fire marshal 
found indications an accelerant 
was used to purposely start the 
fire, in locations near where the 
body was lying, leading to the 
camper and in the entrance to the 
camper.
 Investigation of witness reports 
of interactions involving Chandler 
and others during the day and lat-
er that evening led investigators 
to apply for an arrest warrant for 
Chandler, who was taken into cus-
tody at his parents’ home in Peck.
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 Witnesses on Friday said Chan-
dler, Hodges and his wife, and two 
others went camping near Lolo 
Creek on Sept. 25 and planned 
to cut firewood while there. Hodg-
es, Chandler and Jacob Stevens 
went into the woods near mid-
night to begin cutting wood when 
an altercation allegedly took place 
between Hodges and Chandler 
and Chandler ran away into the 
woods. He reportedly told detec-
tives later he believed Hodges was 
going to kill him, possibly because 
Chandler had been sexually in-
volved with Hodges’ wife.
 Chandler reportedly wandered 
through the woods for a day and 
a half before returning to the 
campground late the next night. 
He told detectives he then got 
into his vehicle and drove away. 
Stevens, Ashtin Hodges and two 
other women had reportedly gone 
out looking for Chandler. Wayne 
Hodges stayed back at the camp 
and when the group returned an 
hour or so later the camper was 
on fire. Hodges was nowhere to be 
found and Chandler’s vehicle was 
gone.
 Payne stated that nobody found 
Hodges’ body until a volunteer 
fireman, who had arrived to help 
put out the camper fire, found 
it. Chandler also allegedly had 
conversations with investigators 
where he admitted to injecting 
methamphetamine during the 
camping trip and also witnessing 
Hodges cutting up the bodies of 
his two nieces and hiding them in 
a cooler. No evidence was present-
ed to corroborate that claim.
 Payne stated that Chandler 
was aggressive and hostile and 
had been hallucinating, but hard 
evidence pointing to Chandler as 
Hodges’ killer “is mostly specula-
tion. … There’s a lack of evidence 
that he did, but there are circum-
stances that does find that he 
probably did.” Payne also stated, 
“This case is somewhat unusual, 
somewhat odd. Evidence points 
toward Mr. Chandler as possibly 
doing this, but there’s nothing 
specifically that ties him to this…I 
find that there is probable cause 
among different options but I 
don’t have to find beyond a rea-
sonable doubt and I wouldn’t find 
beyond a reasonable doubt based 
on what I’ve heard today.”
 Chandler will appear in District 
Court on Monday, Nov. 8 to enter 
a plea and have a jury trial sched-
uled. He is being represented by 
Idaho County Public Defender 
John A. Wiltse.

The City of Orofino will pick up 
leaves from curbside starting Nov. 
5. Pickup days will be TUESDAY 
and FRIDAY schedule permitting 
starting at 7:00 a.m. Please have 
your leaves in bags and tied shut. 
Place bags as close to the curb as 
possible without blocking parking 
or they will be left. 

Bagged leaves limit to sixty 
(60) pounds maximum weight. 
Bags exceeding 60 pounds weight 
will be left. Please use strong 
enough bags to warrant the weight 
limit. If bags are not picked up af-
ter a whole week call City Hall at 
(208)476-4725.

Orofino City Code 8-1-19 
states that it is unlawful for any 
person to sweep or blow leaves 
with a leaf blower or place or leave 
any debris in or upon any street, 
sidewalk, or other public place 
within the corporate limits of the 
City. 

Orofino 
leaf pickup

Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

64. East wind around 5 mph.
Wednesday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 44. East southeast wind 3 
to 6 mph.

Thursday
Rain. High near 60. East south-

east wind around 6 mph becoming 
south in the afternoon. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%. New precip-
itation amounts between a tenth 
and quarter of an inch possible.

Thursday Night
A 50 percent chance of rain be-

fore midnight. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 39. New precipita-
tion amounts of less than a tenth 
of an inch possible.

Friday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

59.
Friday Night

A slight chance of rain. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 38.

Saturday
A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 55.
Saturday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 37.

Sunday
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 56.
Sunday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 38.

Monday
Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 54.

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Nov. 02
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
  62
  58
  59
  54
  52
  46
  39 

Min.
37
35
44
44
46
39
30

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Oct. 25
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  46 
  43 
  48 
  50 
  41 
  33 
  37 

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Max.
  57
  58 
  63 
  72 
  66 
  48 
  48

Daily Showtime 6:30 p.m.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Visit us on the Web!  www.rextheater.us

ADMISSION PRICES: 
• $8 ticket per person • Under age 2 free!

At the Rex
3 WEEKS

Friday – Thursday

November 5–25
PG-13

By Elizabeth Morgan
 As promised, John Erbst re-
turned to the Orofino City Council 
meeting held Oct. 26, with several 
questions for each of the depart-
ment heads. Unable to list all of 
his questions, here are a few with 
the answers received from staff 
supervisors. He advised the coun-
cilmembers that they may wish 
to take notes, for future use. He 
asked the mayor to assure that he 
wasn’t interrupted by the council 
or staff members during his ques-
tioning.
 To Fire Chief Jon Hoyt, Erbst 
asked how many fire hydrants 
were within the city limits and 
when they were last inspected. 
Hoyt answered that according to 
the city map there were 103 within 
the city limits although some had 
been removed, and 45 within the 
Riverside Water and Sewer Dis-

Not your typical 

council meeting...
trict. The hydrants within the city 
limits were inspected in Septem-
ber of 2021.
 Erbst also asked when the last 
time the fire hydrants were paint-
ed. Hoyt admitted they did need 
to be repainted and that current-
ly the weather was a little damp. 
Erbst pointed out that the area 
had some nice dry weather earli-
er this year, “Why wasn’t it done 
then?”
 Hoyt replied that during hot 
weather, “the department was 
typically focused more on fighting 
fires, but he would plan for the 
painting in the future.”
 Hoyt was also asked about the 
rumor of two new full-time as-
sistants. Hoyt explained that one 

additional full time person to be 
hired was requested contingent 
on a four-year grant received from 
FEMA, which would pay 75 per-
cent of the cost. The application 
however was denied, therefore the 
request was dropped.
 Erbst asked if it was really nec-
essary to hire another full-time 
person. Hoyt replied that indeed, 
it was, and provided recent sce-
narios of the number and severity 

 Unofficial results for the 
Clearwater County Consolidated 
Election held Nov. 2, were posted 
Tuesday evening for the following 
districts and positions:

Orofino Mayor
 Mayor Sean Simmons will re-
tain his office with 364 or 57.23 
percent of the vote. Don Gardner 
received 272 or 42.77 percent.

Orofino City Council
 Three council positions were up 
for election or re-election. Mike 
Gladhart led the way with 374 
votes.  Incumbents Mark Swayne, 
and Shannon Schrader had 306 
and 294 respectively. Jon Isbelle 

Orofino votes to keep 

Simmons as Mayor
had 277 votes, Taylor McIntosh 
had 255, and Sal Lauria, 78.

Joint School
District 171

Zone 4
 It was a close race between new-
comers Russ Norland and Jesse 
D. Daniels for Zone 4 Trustee. 
Daniels had 117 votes or 55.19 
percent of the vote to Russ Nor-
land’s 95 votes or 44.81 percent. 

Zone 5
 There was an even closer race 
between incumbent Trustee Char-
ity Robinson and C. Brian Craig. 
Robinson was fourteen votes shy 
of a third term. Craig won with 

181 votes to Robinson’s 167.
Weippe

Cemetery District
 Incumbent Gene Applington 
was re-elected by a substantial 
lead with 132 votes to 17 for Sally 
Marks.

Clearwater Power
Franchise Tax

 The Clearwater Power Fran-
chise Tax passed 416 in favor to 
203 against the three percent tax 
increase.
 Election results are unofficial 
until canvased and the canvas will 
be on Nov. 8, and will be posted to 
the website.

Sean Simmons

Mark Swayne Jesse Daniels C. Brian Craig

Mike Gladhart Shannon Schrader
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