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By Marcie Stanton
 If you’re like me, you’ve expe-
rienced an array of emotions this 
holiday season. I’ve gone from 
feeling like the Grinch or the 
abominable snowman, to feeling 
like Rudolph, needing to power 
through the season and keep my 
spirits up. Then I hear my late 

They’re keeping the
 holiday spirit alive

mom’s voice telling me that being 
a scrooge won’t change the sit-
uation. “Make the best of it, and 
make new, happy memories, no 
matter what’s going on around 
you,” I imagine her telling me.
 Keeping that frame of mind is 
easier to do when you hear about 
the acts of kindness happening 
throughout the community. Two 
I’ve heard about this week include 
Amy Smith of Whiskey Creek Ar-
tisans and Orofino High School 
Senior Nick Ashby. 
 A friend called me Sunday to 
say that Amy had contacted the 
Peck and Cavendish Elementary 
schools and asked that each stu-
dent write a letter for a Brookside 
Landing resident, sharing one 
of their favorite memories from 
Christmas, and also make a 
handmade Christmas card. She 
shopped for unique, antique type 
ornaments, wrapped these, with 
her husband, Roger, helping her 
the day before the planned deliv-
ery. Amy also wrote a letter, shar-
ing a favorite Christmas memory 
of her own, and the ornaments, 
cards and letters were delivered 
to Brookside residents Monday 
morning. Activities director at 
Brookside, Christine Jagow, said 
that these gifts will mean more to 
the residents than anything that 
could be purchased in a store.
 Another story I’ve been hearing 
about is Orofino High School Se-
nior Nick Ashby’s senior project. 
Nick, with generous donations, 
recently began purchasing gifts 
for patients at Sacred Heart Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Spokane. He re-
ported on Monday that he got all 
of the gifts dropped off to the hos-
pital, and that it took eight people 
and five loads to get all of the gifts 
into the building.
 As of Sunday, Dec. 20, Nick had 
received a total of $5000 in dona-
tions for the purchase of the gifts, 
which filled the floor of a 16 foot 
trailer. According to Nick’s mom, 
Mary Ann Nelson, the hospital was 
in desperate need of gifts for all 
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By Ryan Luckin, VP Marketing
& Communications 
 Kirkland, Washington’s Zi-
ply™ Fiber announced that it has 
completed a critical phase of the 
fiber-optic network build-out tak-
ing place in Orofino and Weippe, 
Idaho, that will, for the first time, 
deliver gig-speed fiber internet 
and an all-new, state-of-the-art 
network to area residents and 
businesses.  Ziply Fiber’s 
modern network is purpose-built 
for today’s world, where many 
families are at home together 
working, learning, streaming, vid-
eo conferencing, gaming and more 
at the same time. 
 The construction of this 
next-generation technology was 
completed on Dec 15, and orders 
for service will be taken, starting 
Dec 21, when the fiber network is 
officially lit up in both towns. 
 The company is extending fiber 
to hundreds of residential and 
business addresses throughout 
the towns and will have more than 
40 percent up and running by the 
end of the year. The remainder are 
scheduled for completion in early 
2021. 
 Those who wish to check their 
address for fiber availability, or 
who would like to sign-up to be 
alerted when fiber internet is 
available at their home or busi-
ness, can register at https://get.
ziplyfiber.com/orofino if they are 
located in the Orofino area, and 
https://get.ziplyfiber.com/Weippe if 
they are located in Weippe. 
 Ziply Fiber is investing in lo-
cal communities like Orofino and 
Weippe to help improve internet 
connectivity to be on par with larg-
er metropolitan areas throughout 
the nation. Residents and busi-
nesses will benefit from the sig-
nificant upgrade to a no data cap 
gig-speed fiber internet provider 
which can deliver even when up-
loading and downloading content.
 The capacity fiber affords cus-
tomers is critical in today’s online 
world to eliminate the hassles of 
slow and interrupted service, such 
as streaming lag or dropped web 
conferences, and the frustrations 
of incurring unnecessary data cap 
fees because of a poorly architect-
ed network. 
 While work will continue over 
the next several weeks in a stag-
gered rollout across both cities, 
Ziply Fiber already has deployed 
many miles of new fiber-optic ca-
bles throughout the region and 
will continue to build out more 
territory from now through com-
pletion early next year.
 “Like so many other towns and 
cities across our four-state foot-
print, Orofino and Weippe are two 
great communities that are over-
due for a modern fiber technolo-

Ziply™ Fiber lights up no data cap gig-speed fiber internet in Orofino and Weippe for the first-time 
starting Dec 21.  

Ziply Fiber lights up
gy upgrade. Ziply Fiber is proud 
to be the company that is here 
supporting access to the kind of 
connectivity and lightning-fast, re-
liable internet that residents and 
businesses need and deserve,” 
said Harold Zeitz, CEO of Ziply 
Fiber.
 Ziply Fiber believes that every-
one – not just those who live in 
big cities – should have access to 
fast and reliable internet without 
data caps. The company has been 
actively building fiber to under-
served markets across the North-
west since June 2020.
 While it will take time to up-
grade 250,000 square miles of 
land throughout Ziply Fiber’s 
four-state footprint with new fi-
ber-optic cables, local hubs, new 
offices and immense amounts of 
new hardware to run the new net-
work, the company is capitalized 
for and committed to hundreds 
more projects in its service area.
 As the company continues its 
rollout of fiber-based services 
across the region over the next 
several months and years, its DSL 
customers also will begin seeing 
service improvements. Part of 
Ziply Fiber’s investment is going 
to work that’s well underway to 
improve its core and aggregation 
network, across which all inter-
net traffic travels. While there’s 
still more work to be done, by im-
proving the quality, capacity and 
reliability of those critical network 

components, customers of all 
types of services will benefit. 
 The next several months will 
be busy ones for the company, as 
additional fiber build projects will 
hit key stages where gig-speed fi-
ber internet service can be turned 
on in Coeur d’Alene, Kellogg and 
Moscow, Idaho; Coos Bay, La 
Grande and North Bend, Oregon; 
Anacortes, Kennewick, Pullman 
and Richland, Washington; and 
Libby, Montana. 
 Ziply Fiber’s primary service 
offerings are Fiber Internet and 
phone for residential customers, 
Business Fiber Internet and Zi-
ply Voice services for small busi-
nesses; and a variety of internet, 
networking and voice solutions 
for enterprise customers. The 
company will continue to support 
DSL. A full listing of products and 
services can be found at.ziplyfiber.
com.
 Ziply Fiber is headquartered 
in Kirkland, Washington, and has 
major offices in Everett, Wash-
ington; Beaverton, Oregon and 
Hayden, Idaho. Most of Ziply Fi-
ber’s executive team, which con-
sists of former executives from 
AT&T, CenturyLink and Wave 
Broadband, either grew up in the 
Northwest or have spent the better 
part of 30 years living here.
 That local ownership and mar-
ket familiarity is an important 
part of the company mindset and 
culture.

By Audrey Steiner
 As I sit at home and research 
all the things our seniors do it in-
cludes twice a week 65-75 meals 
being prepared and delivered by 
volunteers to homes of people that 
can’t get out.
 Food is prepared by our won-
derful cook, Wanda Peyton (since 
1995), and her help.
 This year has been different. 
We haven’t been able to have our 

Senior Meal Site 

needs your help
money making projects. 
 I haven’t been able to visit all 
the businesses that have been so 
faithful to us every year, helping us 
provide our senior scholarships. 
Thanks to the membership that 
was able to still get out and sell 
tickets. 
 We are in need to ask for help. 
Donations may be sent to: Senior 
Meal Site – or Senior Center, P.O. 
Box 1175, Orofino, Idaho 83544.
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Wednesday
    Areas of freezing fog before 11 
a.m. Sunny, with a high near 39. 
Light and variable wind.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

21. Light east wind.
Thursday

Sunny, with a high near 41.
Christmas Eve

   Partly cloudy, with a low around 
22.

Christmas Day
Partly sunny, with a high near 

40.
Friday Night

A slight chance of rain and 
snow before 8 p.m., then a chance 
of rain, snow and freezing rain. 
Snow level 1800 feet. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 30.

Saturday
A chance of rain, snow and 

freezing rain before 11 a.m., then 
a chance of rain and snow be-
tween 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., then a 
chance of rain after 2 p.m. Snow 
level 1700 feet rising to 2400 feet 
in the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 40.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain, snow and 

freezing rain. Snow level 2300 feet 
lowering to 1400 feet after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 28.

Sunday
A slight chance of snow. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 40.
Sunday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 23.

Monday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

37.

Amy Smith (left) is shown with Brookside Landing Activities Direc-
tor Christine Jagow. Amy delivered a box for Brookside residents 
filled with ornaments, cards and letters.

Orofino High School Senior Nick Ashby made donating gifts to the 
patients at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital in Spokane his senior 
project.


