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The Clearwater County Driver’s 
License office will be closed next 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
for employees to attend training.

The office will be open on 
Thursday and Friday. Tom Miles with his 2021 Super Hunt bull. Photo courtesy of Tom Miles

Tom’s son Taylor Miles and daughter-in-law Tara Miles helped make the successful hunt a family af-
fair. Photo courtesy Tom Miles

By Roger Phillips, Public
Information Supervisor

If you can see the photo of Tom 
Miles and his Super Hunt bull, 
you know how it ends, but there 
is much more to this story than 
a life-long elk hunter who killed 
a trophy bull. Miles, a 70-year-
old native Idahoan from Meridi-
an, drew the ultra-coveted Super 
Hunt tag in 2021, and what fol-
lowed lived up to the name.

“It was quite the adventure,” 
Miles said. “We saw lots of elk, lots 
of bulls and lots of nice bulls, but 
it wasn’t easy. It was the hardest 
hunt I’ve ever done.”

And Miles is quick to point out 
it wasn’t just his hunt. His whole 
family participated, including his 
sons and their families. They knew 
the significance of what could be 
a once-in-a-lifetime tag, and were 
more than happy to share this ex-
perience with their father.

Miles said he puts in for a Su-
per Hunt tag every year, but only 
spends modest amounts.

“I know guys who put in thou-
sands of dollars-worth, and I’m 
not one of those guys,” he said.

He said he received a phone call 
last summer and thought it might 
be spam, but it wasn’t. It was Ida-
ho Fish and Game staff informing 
him that he drew one of 10 Super 
Hunt elk tags, which would allow 
him to hunt elk in any open sea-
son in the entire state.

Coincidentally, it was the sec-
ond Super Hunt elk tag drawn by 
a family member in recent years. 
From the moment he received the 
news, preparation began. From 
research to boots-on-the-ground 

Super Hunt is a family affair 

for long-time Idaho elk hunter
scouting, he wanted to make the 
most of this rare opportunity.

The bugles of September
September is a magical time for 

elk hunters. The fall colors start 
to appear, the weather cools down, 
and bull elk begin bugling and 
challenging each other during the 
rut. It’s a time when normally se-
cretive, solitary bulls become the 
neighborhood bullies who want to 
announce their dominance to the 
world.

Miles was familiar with an area 
that holds a healthy elk popula-
tion in which tags are extremely 
hard to draw, so he headed into 
southern Idaho to catch the peak 
of the rut during a muzzleloader 
hunt.

With his family as his team, 
they found the conditions to be 
hot and dusty. As expected, there 
was no shortage of bugling bulls, 
but there was a problem. The sea-
son hadn’t started yet, and as if 
playing a mean prank, the bulls 
stopped bugling the morning the 
season opened.

Meet Mr. Big
But that didn’t slow Miles and 

his family from taking full advan-
tage of the opportunity that lay be-
fore them. Like an old saying goes, 
hunting is all luck, and the harder 
you work, the luckier you get.

They stuck with it, combing 
the high-elevation ridges, can-
yons and draws in less-than-ideal 
conditions. They hiked the lonely 
country and sat for hours peering 
through binoculars and spotting 
scopes to locate herds. Miles said 
they saw plenty of elk, but not a 
bull worthy of the tag.

That changed one evening when 
they spotted a herd of elk bedded 
in a brush patch. Upon further 
investigation, they noticed long, 
sweeping antlers that were stick-
ing out above the brush. The bull 
then stood up. It was at that very 
moment Miles realized he had 
found “the one.” They set out to 
get Miles within muzzleloader 
range, which is typically about 
100 yards, preferably closer.

They tried for an entire week to 
the close the gap on this prized 
bull, making several attempts that 
were thwarted by poor stalking 
conditions, a savvy bull and a 
herd of sharp-eyed cows.

Although Miles never raised his 
muzzleloader, his sights were set.

“I had my heart set on that bull” 
he said.

They nicknamed the bull “Mr. 
Big,” and as the muzzleloader sea-
son was winding down, it was as 
if he vanished into the mountains. 
They were not able to locate him 
again. But luckily, there was a rifle 
season approaching, which would 
allow Miles to keep hunting for 
him.

Super Hunt, super pressure
Miles has decades of elk hunt-

ing experience in his home state 
of Idaho. He knows that during 
some years finding any bull can be 
a challenge, especially in a general 
season hunt.

“When you draw a good con-
trolled hunt, your standards come 
up a bit, and you want to get a ma-
ture bull,” he explained. “But with 
a Super Hunt tag, it goes up to an-

(See......Super Hunt
pg 12A)

Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

64. Calm wind becoming west 
around 6 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

38. West wind around 6 mph be-
coming calm in the evening.

Thursday
A 30 percent chance of rain af-

ter noon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 65. Calm wind becoming 
south around 6 mph in the after-
noon.

Thursday Night
Showers and possibly a thun-

derstorm before midnight, then 
rain likely after midnight. Low 
around 39. Chance of precipita-
tion is 100%. New precipitation 
amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch, except high-
er amounts possible in thunder-
storms.

Friday
A 30 percent chance of rain, 

mainly before noon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 59.

Friday Night
A slight chance of rain after 

midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 42.

Saturday
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 66.
Saturday Night

A chance of rain, mainly before 
midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 47.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain. Partly 

sunny, with a high near 74.
Sunday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 52.

Monday
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 71.

Driver’s license office 
closed May 16-18

The Special Olympics Idaho 2nd 
Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
will be held Saturday, May 21, 
hosted by Orofino Golf & Country 

Special Olympics Idaho 

2nd Annual Charity Golf 

Tournament May 21
Club, 423 Debertin Drive, 
Orofino, Id.

The tournament will feature 
9-Hole, 4-Person Team Scramble 
for $75 per person or $275 per 
team. Cost includes golf and lunch 
as well as access to silent and live 
auctions. Prize money will be paid 
for the top three teams.

Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. 
with a shotgun start at 9 a.m.

Bring your own cart, if possible. 
Cart rental through Orofino Golf 
& Country Club is available but 
numbers are limited. Call the 
course early to reserve a cart at 
208-476-3117.

Not a golfer? A Cornhole 
Tournament will start at 11:30 
a.m., $25 per two person team, or 
$15 per person. Prize money for 
the top team.

Lunch will be available for 
those not participating in golf or 
cornhole for a monetary donation 
to Special Olympics Idaho.

Silent auction will be on-going 
during golf and a live auction will 
start at 2 p.m.

Contact Nancy Greene at 
208-791-0778 or sngreene@
cpcinternet.com for questions or 
to sign up.

All proceeds will go to support 
Special Olympics Idaho athletes 
across the state.

Jeff Greene

Every vote counts!
 Clearwater County residents 
will head to the polls to vote in the 
Primary and Consolidated Elec-
tions on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Please see the County’s Sam-
ple Ballot on pages 2B-4B in this 
week’s issue of the Clearwater 

Tribune, and watch for unofficial 
results to appear in the May 18 is-
sue.  
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