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By Jordyn Howell,
Clearwater Chamber
of Commere Executive Director

On Saturday, June 5, “The Ma-
niac, The Best Dam Race in Idaho” 
is back!  The Clearwater Chamber 
of Commerce and planning Com-
mittee have been working hard to 
plan this great event and now we 
are ready for the participants! The 
Maniac offers runners and walk-
ers two unique choices: either a 
5K (3.1 miles) run/walk or a 3K 
(1.86 miles) run/walk experience.  
Participants will check-in at the 
Dworshak Viewpoint starting at 8 
a.m. with the 5K and 3K run/walk 
beginning at 10 a.m.

The Best Dam Race
 in Idaho is back!

Participants will follow along 
the outlined 3K or 5K course 
across the Dworshak Dam to the 
midpoint check-in station and 
then return along the course to the 
finish line.

The race is open to all ages.  
The cost to pre-register is free for 
children under age five, $20 for 
adults, and $15 for youth ages 6 
to 10.   Participants can also regis-
ter the day of the event, but the fee 
will increase to $30 for adults and 
$20 for children 6 to 10.  Included 
in the race day registration fee is a 
t-shirt, refreshment and snacks.   
   Registrants after May 14 are not 
guaranteed a t-shirt.  Participants 

18 years or age or younger must 
have an adult present to sign a 
waiver the day of the event.

PHOTO ID: All participants 
must present a valid photo ID 
the day of the race for security 
purposes. All registration pro-
ceeds from the event will go back 
into the Clearwater communi-
ty through the operations of the 
Clearwater Chamber of Com-
merce. To pre-register, go to the 
Chamber of Commerce website, 
www.orofino.com for the registra-
tion form, pick up a flyer at local 
business, or call the office at 208-
476-4335 and we will get you the 
information you need.

By Lynn McEachern
When Cynthia Hedden is not 

volunteering on our Fair Board or 
working in her garden, she’s vol-
unteering as Sherrie Chamber’s 
right-hand gal at the Clearwater 
Humane Society.  

Cynthia grew up in northern 
California where her dad worked 
for the California Fish and Game 
Department. Her parents, Alden 
and Nancy Cleveland, regularly 
hunted in Idaho for years and re-
tired to Orofino in 1987. 

Meanwhile, after high school, 
Cynthia moved to the Los Angles 
area where she got a job with the 
California Department of Trans-
portation.  That is where she met 
her future husband, JW (Jerry 
Wayne) Hedden in 1989.  JW was 
a mechanic and Cynthia managed 
parts.  In fact, Cynthia was one of 
the first woman parts department 
managers in the state.  

As their relationship got more 
serious, Cynthia began to encour-
age JW to come with her to visit 
Idaho. Despite all his bad jokes 
about Idaho, JW wanted to meet 
Cynthia’s parents. It was love at 
first sight, both with Cynthia’s 
family and Orofino. They soon 
bought property just a mile from 
Cynthia’s parents and moved here 
in 1996.

Cynthia first got involved with 
the Clearwater Humane Society 
when she volunteered to make 
calls for people to bake cookies 
for their booth at the Clearwater 
County Fair. The next year, she 
agreed to help sell Lumberjack 
Days t-shirts at the Fair and Lum-
berjack Days. Cynthia wore a 
t-shirt featuring an earring-wear-
ing Chihuahua, reminiscent of her 
own dog, Pogo.  Sherrie Cham-
bers fell in love with Cynthia’s 
shirt. Cynthia promptly bought a 
Lumberjack Days t-shirt, changed 
and gifted Sherrie her Chihua-
hua shirt.  While that first meet-
ing made a lasting impression on 
both women, they did not meet 
again for some time.

When Cynthia’s beloved Pogo 
passed, she called Sherrie about a 
dog, Miles, that she had read was 
up for adoption.  Sherrie remem-
bers that call, “Her heart was re-
ally broken.  Pogo had been a big 
part of her life.”  Cynthia remem-
bers how kind and caring Sherrie 
was and how she had said, “You 

Meet Cynthia Hedden
can never replace a dog, but you 
always have room in your heart 
for another.” Cynthia went on to 
adopt her “little bitty” baby Miles 
and told Sherrie, “If you ever need 
help, let me know.”

Three weeks later Sherrie 
called. The Clearwater Humane 
Society had two full pens of res-
cued puppies and were getting the 
pups ready for adoption. Sherrie 
needed help keeping the kennels 
clean and the pups socialized to 
people. “That’s how it started,” 
Cynthia said, “Me cleaning up pee 
and poo and playing with puppies.  
That was 11 or 12 years ago and 
JW and I have been fostering and 
adopting out animals with Sherrie 
ever since”.

What Cynthia loves most about 
volunteering with the Humane 
Society is “that I get to help both 
the animals and the people who 
adopt them. I just love seeing the 
look on a person’s face when they 
are holding their new puppy or cat 
and just snuggling them on their 
chest,” she said.  “That’s when I 
know we’ve really made a differ-
ence.”

“This winter is a good case in 
point,” she said.  “February 2, a 
woman found a box of seven new-
born border collie/lab cross pup-
pies freezing to death in a dump-
ster. They still had their umbilical 
cords attached and one had suc-
cumbed to the cold” Cynthia said, 
shaking her head. “Sherrie called 

Clearwater County 
Building and Planning 

has new hours
 The Clearwater County Building 
and Planning Department, 150 
Michigan Ave., will be implement-
ing new office hours starting May 
17.  
 The office will be open Monday 
through Thursday 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and by appointment only on 
Friday.
 To schedule an appointment, 
please contact the office at 208-
476-4815.

Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

77. East southeast wind around 6 
mph.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

49. East wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm.

Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

86. East wind 5 to 7 mph becom-
ing south southwest in the after-
noon.

Thursday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms, then showers likely af-
ter midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 47. Chance of precip-
itation is 70%. New precipitation 
amounts of less than a tenth of an 
inch, except higher amounts pos-
sible in thunderstorms.

Friday
Showers likely, mainly before 

noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 63. Chance of precipitation 
is 60%.

Friday Night
A chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 42.
Saturday

A chance of showers, with thun-
derstorms also possible after 
noon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 61.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of showers be-

fore midnight. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 42.

Sunday
A chance of showers. Partly sun-

ny, with a high near 64.
Sunday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
41.

Monday
A slight chance of showers. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 69.

Down Memory Lane

Final log drive....

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

May 04
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
  70 
  81 
  63   
  66
  74
  81
  82 

Min.
36
44
46
39
40
44
53

   Precip.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Max.
  67
  70
  70
  83
  30
  01
  02 

Min.
39
41
46
49
50
53
44

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Apr. 26  
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

By Elizabeth Morgan
 With spring in the air and local 
businesses returning to accommo-
date all the visitors to come with 
it, another full agenda appeared 
before the members of the Orofino 
City Council at their regular meet-
ing April 27.

 Petitions, applications, 
appeals, communications

 Chris St. Germaine with 
Clearwater County Economic De-
velopment (CCED) requested the 
annual sponsorship of the City of 
Orofino in the amount of $10,000.
 In the past year, as local busi-
nesses were eviscerated by Covid, 
over $5,000,000 in grants have 
been awarded to the county for 
emergency provisions, including 
the Payment Protection Plan for 
small businesses through the ef-
forts of CCED.
 St. Germaine noted that they 
were working with a group of folks 
interested in getting into govern-
ment contracting, as we are sur-
rounded by government land and 
we make products that various 
departments in which the govern-
ment is interested. This helps to 
support and expand existing busi-
nesses.

City focuses on a

 busy season ahead
 CCED has been involved in a 
few work force development con-
versations with businesses to de-
velop work force initiatives.
 St. Germaine believes the Shop 
Local campaign this past win-
ter was very successful, raising 
awareness of the benefits in sup-
porting our local businesses. She 
said the chamber is interested 
in doing something similar on a 
quarterly basis to help boost the 
local economy.
 CCED also helps with startup 
businesses for those with ideas 
of what they want to do, but may 
need guidance on how to accom-
plish their goal. Having a part-
nership with Small Business De-
velopment Center gives us access 
to many business planning, finan-
cial and marketing research tools 
available for folks who sign up for 
free and confidential consultation.
 Increasingly, CCED becomes 
more involved with community 
projects as well, with the Com-
munity Transformation grant 
with the Blue Cross Foundation. 
We have a “Voices of community 
health care access” project up in 
Pierce and Weippe. We have just 
submitted a feasibility study to 
deliver oral health care in our ru-
ral communities and partnership 
with Clearwater Valley Hospital to 
use their clinical infrastructure to 
administer basic and preventative 
oral health to Medicaid patients, 
which are currently underserved 
in this region.
 CCED, the City of Weippe and 
the City of Elk River have been in-

volved with the highway district to 
get an update by this same time 
next year for the City of Orofino 
and facilitate a multi-jurisdic-
tional transportation service work 
group, to promote additional 
funding.
 The first Safe Routes to School 
Bike Rodeo was held in Orofino 
and well attended. St. Germaine 
made the comment that much was 
learned from the event and they 
will be offering another one this 
Saturday in Pierce and another in 
Peck the following week.
 Other news included funds 
awarded to further develop and 
maintain some of the recreational 
trails for off highway vehicle trails.
 In closing, St. Germaine talked 
about the Konkolville redevelop-
ment project in which a $300,000 
grant had been awarded for feasi-
bility and market research as well 
as flood prevention to benefit the 
entire cmmunity.
 Following St. Germaine’s  re-
port, the council wholeheartedly 
agreed to renew sponsorship with 
CCED. Our community is so for-
tunate to have her assistance and 
support, she is extremely good at 
what she does. 
 The City of Orofino received 
a request to endorse the Port of 
Lewiston’s letter opposing Con-
gressman Simpson’s concept to 
breach the Lower Snake River 
Dams. City Administrator Ryan 
Smathers informed the council 
that Clearwater County Chamber 
of Commerce is in the process of 
drafting their own letter, which the 
council has chosen to best repre-
sent local concern. 
 Walt Parker of Weippe ap-
proached the council and Orofino 
Police Chief Jeff Wilson regard-
ing his concerns of the use of cell 
phones while driving, specifically 
while he was in Orofino.
 Parker claimed he has encoun-
tered several potential accidents 
due to those driving while using 
their cell phones. He questioned 
why the police didn’t notice when 
it was so obvious to him and if 
they even tried to enforce the law. 
He asked if perhaps the police de-
partment was looking the other 
way for the folks they knew per-
sonally.
 Police Chief Jeff Wilson was 
quick to assure Parker that lack of 
citations by his department defi-

Clearwater Humane Society’s Cynthia Hedden is shown with Amy

The abandoned puppies, who 
were nursed to health by Cyn-
thia and JW, and through the 
Clearwater Humane Society, 
found good homes.

http://www.orofino.com
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