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Six-day
weather forecast

Wednesday
 Mostly sunny with a high near 
43. Light and variable wind.

Wednesday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
29. Calm wind.

Thursday
 Sunny, with a high near 47. 
Calm wind.

Thursday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
33.

Friday
 A 40 percent chance of rain, 
mainly after 10 a.m. Cloudy, with 
a high near 45.

Friday Night
 Rain likely. Cloudy, with a low 
around 37.

Saturday
 Rain likely. Cloudy, with a high 
near 46.

Saturday Night
 Rain likely, mainly after 4 a.m. 
Cloudy, with a low around 36.

Sunday
 Rain. Cloudy, with a high near 
41.

Sunday Night
 Rain and snow likely. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 30.

Monday
 Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 39.

(See..........City approves

on pg 10A)

According to a Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) report, on Wednesday, Jan. 23, a little after 
12:30 p.m. CCSO and the Orofino Fire Department responded to a structure fire at 46948 Hwy 12, 
Orofino, the residence of Dale Barger. There were no occupants home at the time of the fire. Although 
fire crews were able to extinguish it, the residence sustained heavy damage. The cause of the fire is 
still under investigation. 

Abby and Andy Pottenger are pictured with their sons, Griffin 
(shown standing in back) and Nash. Photo by Cheyenne Hall

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Mayor pro tem Don Gardner 
directed the Orofino City Council 
meeting held Jan. 22. 
 Progress continues in the reali-
zation of the proposed skate park, 
as Chris St. Germaine present-
ed the final draft of the ID State 
Parks and Recreation Land and 
Water Conservation grant applica-
tion to the council for approval.
 The city will provide a matching 
contribution towards its Land and 
Soil Conservation Fund applica-
tion in the amount of $46,036.
 “Additionally,” continued St. 
Germaine, “we have secured in-
kind contribution from a local 
contractor who is willing to pro-
vide all site preparation and exca-
vation work, and labor contribu-
tion towards construction of the 
concrete pad.”
 In-kind pledges are valued at 
$12,500, and will help the city to 
progress way under the amount 
budgeted. The total price tag for 
this phase of the skate park is 
$116,697.
 St. Germaine said she was espe-
cially excited that the youth have 
been holding meetings for the past 
year on their own. When it came 
time to put the package together, 
St. Germaine said, “The students 
were able to choose which aspects 
of the park were priorities in one 

City approves application 
for skate park funding

fell swoop. There will be plenty of 
room for growth, but it was great 
to see them involved in what was 
important to them.”
 It is anticipated that no one will 
know the board’s decision until 
September of 2019. If the grant 
is funded, St. Germaine foresees 
construction to occur in spring or 
summer of 2020.

Great kindness challenge
 A proclamation was signed by 
Mayor Ryan Smathers, declaring 
Jan. 28 - Feb. 1, 2019 as the Great 
Kindness Challenge Week, where 
the spirit of cooperation and kind-
ness matter, both in Orofino and 
beyond.

Wastewater awareness
 Tracy Loehner, OES Teacher 
wrote to thank the council for al-
lowing her students to attend their 
last council meeting. She noted 
that following the meeting, one of 
the things the students would like 
to get involved with is helping to 
educate the public about removing 
trash from the waste system.

Departmental reports
   Administrator Rick Laam an-
nounced that there would be a 
council work session on Tues-
day, Feb. 5, at 6 p.m. to discuss 
the recreation department. The 
remainder of his report was de-
ferred to executive session.
 Treasurer Donna Wilson 
presented the Clearwater County 
Tax Revenue Recap report dated 
Jan. 17.
   The December 2018 Building 
Permit Report was submitted pri-
or to the meeting by Building Of-
ficial Todd Perry. Perry was not 
in attendance due to training in 
Boise.
   Public Works Supervisor Shane 
Miller reported a leak which was 
repaired in the lot behind Orofino 
Builders Supply in a parking lot 

near the T-ball field. Water ser-
vice for that area was interrupted 
during the repair, but all went well 
and is up and running.
  Miller also stated he was glad 
for a break in the weather allowing 
the department time to address 
some of the potholes. “We realize 
they don’t last very long in this 
weather, but we try to fill what we 
can.”
 Other news included a conver-
sation with Brookside’s Board of 
Directors regarding efforts to pre-
vent food waste and grease from 
entering the water lines. Miller 
said Ted Leach was extremely con-
scientious of what could be done 
to minimize the issue, and is ap-
preciated for his efforts.  
   Police Chief Jeff Wilson gave 
council members and city staff an 
update on the recent activity on 
Hartford Avenue.
 “A team of FBI underwater re-
covery specialists were here to as-
sist the department in their search 
for evidence for an upcoming trial. 
We were really lucky to get their 
assistance. The bulk of the team 
is from Los Angeles, a few of them 
are from Washington, D.C. A semi-
truck was driven from California 
to transport all their gear and 
equipment. A couple of the people 
were logistics people to assist with 
the equipment.
 “This is costing the government 
a great deal for them to be here,” 
stated Wilson, “Our expenses are 
next to nothing. We provide the 
team lunches during the day, and 
have had to purchase a few other 
items relating to the search, such 
as a machete for the cattails, and 
some kerosene, but in general it 
has been minimal.
 “There were some issues with 
the temperature and the ice, where 
they would have preferred to wait, 
but with a trial date in March 
there was no waiting on our end. 
The investigation has taken a lot 
of time this week and in general. 
The case has taken up a lot of our 
resources still, and will continue 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Former owners Richard and 
Claudine Zender sold Whipple’s 
Feed store under contract to Kim 
and Russ Haralson in January of 
2014. They sold their business of 
nearly 12 years and their home 
in Orofino and moved to Moscow, 
where Claudine works for the Uni-
versity of Idaho.
 The community of Moscow has 
another major attraction for the 
Zenders, it’s home to their three 
children.
 But as of the beginning of this 
year, Richard has returned to 
Orofino to reopen Whipple’s Feed.
 “The response from the public 
has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive,” said Richard, “They’re glad 
to see the feed store, they’re glad 
to see me, and I’m glad to be 
back,” he said. “It’s great to recon-

Carey Lafleur and owner, Richard Zender at Whipple’s Feed at 447 
College Ave. with an expansive inventory sure to meet your every 
need.   

Whipple’s Feed is back!
nect with everyone, I like Orofino, 
but I don’t like being away from 
home so much. I retired five years 
ago.”
 A sign out front announces 
the business is for sale.  Richard 
has invested somewhere between 
$15,000 and $20,000 in mer-
chandise, providing just about 
anything one could think of for a 
multitude of barnyard critters and 
four-legged family members. 
 “So many of the same people 
still come in after all these years, 
it’s been amazing!” shares Rich-
ard.
 “Having worked for the Haral-
sons for the past four years, Carey 
Lafleur has stayed on with me and 
is familiar with the patrons that 
have come since I left. It’s nice 
to be back, we really need a feed 
store in this area.”

Nez Perce Tribal 

Enterprises purchases 

Riverside Sport Shop...

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Andy Pottenger, of Lewiston, 
had considered Orofino when 
looking to open his first phar-
macy, a little over four years ago. 
There was certainly the need for a 
reliable pharmacy.
 Most of us remember the frus-
trations of getting our prescrip-
tions filled in a timely manner, if 
at all. Certain meds weren’t always 
available, requiring many folks to 
transfer their prescriptions and 
drive to a pharmacy out of town to 
pick it up.
 The former Glenwood Phar-
macy had folded. Shopko was to 
open their pharmacy in the old 
pharmacy until the new one could 
be constructed inside the Shopko 
building.
 Pottenger wasn’t sure he want-
ed to compete with the big guys 
and ended up opening Hell’s Can-
yon Pharmacy in Lewiston. Look-
ing back, he thinks it might have 
worked out, but he’s happy for the 
experience and the way his busi-
ness has grown in Lewiston. 
 Shopko was constructed, and 
the pharmacy was re-established. 
Months later, most of the wrinkles 
were ironed out and people were 
just beginning to feel confident 
that Shopko’s Pharmacy could 
serve their needs, when the news 
is announced of the pharmacy’s 
closure.
 Pottenger revisited the idea of 
opening a pharmacy here, and 
just for the heck of it, placed an ad 
in the Clearwater Tribune, asking 
for feedback from the locals. He 
asked if they thought a new phar-

macy in town was a good idea.
 People were quick to respond. 
He received 20 responses the first 
day, which he had hoped to gen-
erate, but the following day there 
were 60 responses, and hundreds 
of responses the third day.
 “In general, it wasn’t just a yes 
or no vote, people took the time 
to sit down and write all the ways 
their lives were impacted by the 
lack of a reliable pharmacy. I was 
completely overwhelmed by their 
responses,” but one factor was 
clear, the time had come for Pot-
tenger to move forward with open-
ing a pharmacy in Orofino.
 Much has taken place in three 
weeks’ time. Pottenger’s pharma-
cy, which has yet to be named, will 
be located at 13020 Hwy. 12, be-
tween Barney’s Harvest Foods and 
the liquor store.
 Pottenger has invited the pub-
lic to help come up with a name 
for the pharmacy, and suggestions 
have been submitted daily.
 Pottenger explained all the li-
censing required to open a phar-
macy and all the stipulations to 
be met before the licenses can be 
issued.
 All of this has come together 
very quickly, including the staff, 
which is very important. “I feel I’m 
well on my way to finding just the 
right people, local people, to help 
us build strong ties to the commu-
nity.
 “It’s almost like it’s meant to 
be,” said Pottenger. “Sure, a new 
pharmacy will be beneficial to me, 
but I’m positive we can be a great 
service to the community.”

A family run pharmacy is 

just the right medicine
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