
In This Issue:

161 Main Street/P.O. Box 71, Orofino • E-mail: cleartrib@cebridge.net • PH: 208-476-4571 • FAX: 208-476-0765 • Online newspaper at www.clearwatertribune.com

In This Issue:                   Classifieds - 15A               Obituaries & Church - 6A Courthouse News  - 13A               

Page 16A

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2019
Volume 106, Number 11

75 CENTS PLUS TAX

ONE SECTION

OROFINO, IDAHO 83544  -  CLEARWATER COUNTY

SECOND CLASS (USPS 117-340)

Located in Clearwater County, Idaho, steelhead capital of the world • ClearwaterTribune.com

Clearwater Tribune

Sports & School -  7A                    

Any way you
spell it......

Six-day weather 
forecast

Sunday Matinee 1:00 PM
March 10 only

Daily Showtime 6:30 p.m.

Visit us on the Web!  www.rextheater.us

ADMISSION PRICES: $5.50 ages 2-11 • $7.50 adults
$6.50 seniors 60+ • Under age 2 free!

At the Rex
March 7–28, 2019

Rated PG-13

THREE WEEKS

 The first degree murder trial 
began this Wednesday, March 13, 
for Jessica L. Colpitts, of Orofino. 
Colpitts is accused of shooting 
Samantha S. Fignani, 23, also of 
Orofino, on May 22, 2017. Judge 
for the jury trial is Gregory Fitz-
Maurice, with the trial being held 

Murder trial starts for Orofino 
woman accused of shooting

in the Idaho County Courthouse in 
Grangeville.
 Colpitts is being represented by 
Public Defenders Mark Monson 
and William Fitzgerald. Clayne Ty-
ler is the prosecuting attorney for 
the case. The trial is expected to 
last three to four weeks.
 

 A new trial has been scheduled 
for Daniel Alldrin, 28, of Orofino. 
The trial will be held in 2nd Dis-
trict Court, beginning June 10, 
in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai Coun-
ty Courthouse. Second District 
Judge Gregory FitzMaurice ap-
proved the motion for a change 
of venue that had been filed in 
Feburary. Alldrin is charged with 
murder in connection with the 
May 2016 death of his 28-day-old 
daughter.
 A Nez Perce County jury was 
not able to reach a verdict after 
an eight-day trial in November 
2018, with a mistrial being de-
clared. Alldrin will be represent-
ed by James E. Siebe of Moscow. 
Second District Judge Gregory 
FitzMaurice is presiding over the 
case. Clearwater County Prosecu-
tor Lori M. Gilmore is represent-
ing the state.
 Alldrin has been in the custody 
of the Clearwater County Sheriff’s 
Office since the mistrial.

 Members of the Orofino VFW 
Post 3296, 330 Michigan Ave-
nue, will host a St. Patrick’s Day 
corned beef and cabbage dinner 
on Saturday, March 16, 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. The cost is $10 and in-
cludes a ticket for a cold drink 
from the bar.
 Dinner will include corned beef 
and cabbage with all the trim-
mings, salad, roll and dessert. A 
silent auction fundraiser will be 
held to benefit the VFW building 
fund.

VFW to hold 
corned beef and 
cabbage dinner

Could it be? Fair weather lovers are hoping that recent sightings of 
blooming flowers may be a sign that spring will soon be arriving. 
February and March have brought a mixture of weather to the area. 
As the saying goes, if you don’t like the weather, wait five minutes, 
it will change, and it seems to be appropriate for the last few weeks. 
These flowers were seen blooming behind the Clearwater Memorial 
Public Library this week. Photo by Julie Castle

 Chris St. Germaine presented 
the Proposed Rural Community 
Development Block Grant (RCD-
BG) application for public review 
at a special public hearing called 
March 7.  The proposed project is 
to help provide improvements and 
expansion of the Orofino Business 
Center to meet the needs of SJX 
Jet Boats Inc.
 The expansion project has two 
components: 1. Remodel the east-
ern half to better meet the manu-
facturing process and office space 
needs of SJX and 2. Construct 
a stand-alone 4,800 square foot 
manufacturing space to support 
the expansion.
 The remodel work will include 
the removal of an interior wall, 
currently separating the show-
room space from manufacturing 
space and construct a new inte-

Council approves block grant 
application for expansion to 

SJX Jet Boats Inc.

Wednesday 
 A 20 percent chance of snow 
before 11 a.m. Partly sunny, with 
a high near 43. Calm wind becom-
ing west around 5 mph in the af-
ternoon.

Wednesday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
23. Light and variable wind.

Thursday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
47. Calm wind.

Thursday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
29.

Friday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
50.

Friday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
31.

Saturday
 Partly sunny, with a high near 
54.

Saturday Night
 Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 33.

Sunday
 Sunny, with a high near 57.

Sunday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
36.

Monday
 Sunny, with a high near 61.

rior divider wall to separate the 
welding and rigging areas and add 
two new offices for management.
 The work to construct a new 
4,800 square foot manufacturing/
fabrication building will include 
site preparation, utility service 
connection (electrical, municipal 
water, wastewater), building con-
struction and interior finish work.
 The City of Orofino will pro-
vide $100,000 in cash towards 
the project; SJX is prepared to 
provide an investment in spe-
cialty equipment as part of the 
project valued at $384,317; and 
Clearwater County Economic De-
velopment team will provide proj-
ect oversight and administrative 
services valued at $3,640.  The 
local contribution to the project 
makes up 61% of the total project 
costs.
 The demand for SJX jet boats 
has exponentially increased over 
the years and the proposed project 
will enable the manufacturing pro-
cess within the Orofino Business 
Center to be more efficient and 
enable outsourced fabrication to 
become part of the in-house pro-
cess, making the manufacturing 

(See..................Council
on pg 16A)

Brookside 

Landing welcomes 

new administrator
 DeNeane Bretz was recent-
ly named Administrator at 
Brookside Landing Retirement 
Property.  She fills the vacan-
cy left by the recent departure 
of Dan Dunham. Bretz comes to 
Brookside from Clearwater Health 
& Rehab in Orofino and has nine 
years of experience in the health 
care industry.   
 DeNeane is a long time Orofino 
resident, married to Garett Bretz 
and the mother of two.    
 She looks forward to becoming 
acquainted with the residents of 
Brookside and their families and 
working with the well-trained staff 
already in place. She invites the 
public to drop by the Johnson 
Avenue facility for a personal tour 
or simply say hello and enjoy an 
afternoon with the residents.  

The Clearwater Tribune is now available on Peck Main Street! A 
recently restored newspaper box, located near the Peck School, 
now has papers for sale for our readers, thanks to some dedicated 
friends of the Tribune.

 According to a Clearwater 
County Sheriff ’s Office report, the 
Sheriff ’s Office, Elk River Fire and 

This Elk River shop is a total loss and an exterior wall of the home was burned. Photo provided by 
Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office

Fire destroys shop in Elk River
Elk River Ambulance responded 
to a report of a fire Sunday, March 
10, at approximately 12:32 a.m. 

at 414 Larch, Elk River. 
 Larry and Jenifer Bailey woke 
to find their shop ablaze and alert-
ed emergency responders to help 
put out the fire. The shop was a 
total loss and an exterior wall of 
the home was burned. There were 
no injuries reported.

DeNeane Bretz

Monaghan 
appointed to CCFLD 

board of trustees
 Trustees for Clearwater County 
Free Library District (CCFLD) met 
March 8 for a special meeting to 
appoint Rosan Monaghan to the 
board, filling the vacancy created 
with Ryck Voisard’s resignation 
in January. Trustees Kim Cox 
and Jim Everrett attended via 
teleconference.
 Monaghan took the oath of 
office with Clearwater Memorial 
Public Library (CMPL) Director 
Cleo Castellanos and Chair Jo 
Sharrai in attendance.
 The newest trustee begins 
immediately, as CCFLD will hold 
their regularly scheduled meeting 
March 12 at Weippe.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Due to the government shut-
down this year, there was little 
to discuss with either the Federal 
Railway Administration (FRA) or 
Bountiful Grain and Craig Moun-
tain (BGCM) Railroad, regarding 
the proposed rail line from Jaype 
to Lewiston. The last meeting took 
place in December of 2018.
 In March of last year Clearwater 
County was awarded the Trans-
portation Investment Generating 

Bountiful Grain &
 Craig Mountain 

(BGCM) Railroad 
update

(See......Bountiful Grain
on pg 16A)

New trial scheduled 
for man accused of 
daughter’s death
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