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Timberline 
Homecoming
is Oct. 15........

Wednesday,  
October 20, will  

be the last issue to  
run Political Letters 

to the Editor.

Political Letters 
submitted for the 
October 27 issue  

will be submitted as 
paid advertisements

According to Kitty Geidl of the 
AAUW Orofino Branch, the 2021 
Patchwork Bazaar has been can-
celed because of the un-certainty 
about the spread of COVID-19 in 
the community.

AAUW plans to sponsor the 
Patchwork Bazaar in December of 
2022.

Patchwork 

Bazaar 

canceled

On Sunday, Sept. 26, the 
Clearwater County Sheriff ’s Office 
received a call of a camper on fire 
in an undeveloped campground 
on Forest Service Road 103. The 
reporting party advised there was 
a deceased person at the camp-
er. This was determined to be in 
Idaho County and both Idaho and 
Clearwater County deputies re-
sponded.

An autopsy conducted on the 
victim on Sept. 27 determined 
the victim had injuries consistent 
with homicidal violence. The vic-
tim was identified as 24-year-old 
Wayne Michael Hodges, of Orofi-
no.

According to the report, Chase 
William Chandler, 26, of Peck,  
was arrested in Peck on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28, on a charge of second-de-
gree murder. He was first booked 
into the Nez Perce County Jail and 
transferred to Idaho County on 
Wednesday afternoon. Chandler 
appeared before Magistrate Jeff 
P. Payne on Thursday, Sept. 30 
in Idaho County magistrate court. 
Bail was set at $500,000, and a 
preliminary hearing was sched-
uled for 9 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
13. John A. Wiltse was assigned 
to represent Chandler, and Idaho 
County Prosecutor Kirk A. Mac-
Gregor will represent the state.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Chandler is accused of 
striking Hodges in the head with 

Peck man arrested 

and charged with 

second degree murder

Chase William Chandler

a blunt instrument or club, suffi-
cient enough to cause cranial frac-
tures and death. 

The Idaho County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (ICSO) worked closely with 
the Clearwater County Sheriff ’s 
Office during the initial investiga-
tion. ICSO thanked the Clearwater 
County Sheriff ’s Office, the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, the Nez 
Perce County Sheriff ’s Office, Ida-
ho County Coroner Cody Funke, 
the Ada County Coroner’s Office, 
the Idaho State Police and the 
Lewiston Police Department for 
their cooperation and assistance 
on the case.

Although an arrest has been 
made, the investigation is ongo-
ing and the Idaho County Sheriff ’s 
Office is asking anyone with infor-
mation regarding the case to call 
(208) 983-1100.

Idaho State Patrol 

will no longer 

release accident 

victims’ names in 

news releases
According to Idaho State Patrol 

(ISP)  Communications Director 
Lynn Hightower, “For those of you 
who follow the Idaho State Patrol’s 
news releases, you’ll notice some 
updates to the content of those re-
leases involving vehicle collisions. 
It has been a lengthy and careful 
process to find a practice that best 
serves public information needs 
regarding traffic incidents and 
traffic safety that is balanced with 
the need to maintain the integrity 
of crash investigations and protect 
against an unwarranted invasion 
of patient or personal privacy.” 

(See....Idaho State Patrol
pg 8A)

According to Joshua Hall, the 
Nez Perce County Coroner, the 
driver of a motorcycle that suc-
cumbed to injuries following a 
crash that occurred at 11:10 a.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 30 on US12 
MP33 in Nez Perce County was 
Jonathan McPherson, 40, of Ka-
miah. An Idaho State Police report 
reported McPherson was east-
bound on US12 and attempted to 
pass three vehicles. He then went 
back into his lane to avoid an on-
coming vehicle and lost control. 
He was ejected from the vehicle.  

McPherson succumbed to his 
injuries at the scene. He was the 
sole occupant. Traffic was par-
tially blocked on US12 during the 
incident. This incident remains 
under investigation by the Idaho 
State Police.

Motorcyclist 

dies in crash

Repairs to the Idaho Highway 
11 slide south of Headquarters 
began Monday, Oct. 4, and will 
last through mid-November. 

“Monitoring devices have shown 
no movement since we installed 
them in the spring, so we are now 
able to start work,” Project Man-
ager Erin Buck said. 

The highway first sank in April, 
eventually creating an eight-foot 
drop off. ITD bored underneath 
the highway to collect soil samples 

Repairs to Highway 11 slide 
near Headquarters begin

in May to determine the severity 
of the issue and identify the best 
long-term repair.  

“We will construct a soil nail 
wall,” Buck said. “At a high level, 
this involves boring into the slope 
and using 40-foot nails to connect 
the failing material to the stable 
material.” 

One lane of the highway will 
remain closed, but traffic will be 
guided by temporary signals rath-
er than the yield signs that have 

been in place.  
This type of repair has been 

used successfully to mitigate other 
slides in the region, including the 
2017 slide at Bear Ridge Grade 
north of Kendrick on Idaho High-
way 3. 

Knife River, the contractor that 
resurfaced seven miles of ID-11 
between Grangemont Road and 
Headquarters earlier this sum-
mer, will complete the repairs for 
$1.1 million.

The Wild Hare changes hands

Knife River will be making repairs to Highway 11, south of Headquarters, through mid-November.

(See...Wild Hare

pg 4A)Special Olympics 

World Winter 

Games in Russia 

postponed

Arlene Thomas (left), who has just purchased the Wild Hare on 
Johnson Avenue, and Tina Madson have worked together off and 
on for 10 years. Both are excited to move forward and try out some 
new ideas together while retaining the essence of the store as it is. 

By Elizabeth Morgan
An update was provided by the 

family on behalf of Jeff Greene, 
one of two Idaho delegates nomi-
nated to participate in the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games in 
Kazan, Russia in January of 2022. 
Out of an abundance of caution 
for the health and safety of ath-
letes, volunteers, staff, and fans, 
the games have been postponed 
to January 2023 due to the global 
pandemic.

Nancy Greene, Jeff ’s mom 
and coach wanted to share the 
most recent information with the 
community. Once it was decided 
for the games to be postponed, 

(See...Special Olympics
pg 4A)

Wednesday
A 30 percent chance of rain, 

mainly after noon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 62. West north-
west wind 3 to 8 mph.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

39. Light and variable wind.
Thursday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
64. Light and variable wind.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

37.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 67.
Friday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
40.

Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

64.
Saturday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
42.

Sunday
A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 64.
Sunday Night

Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 39.

Columbus Day
A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 

with a high near 55.

By Lenta Hall
What a surprise it was to the 

community of Orofino to hear the 
Wild Hare had changed hands! 
But it was a logical and good move 
forward for both, Greg and Arlene 
Thomas who purchased it, and 

for Tina Madson, 16 year owner of 
the store. 

Tina had mentioned thinking 
about selling to Arlene several 
years ago but hadn’t really gotten 
to that point at the time. 

Arlene, for her part, had worked 
with Tina part time for over 10 
years. When she and Greg want-
ed to invest in a good solid busi-

ness Arlene remembered Tina’s 
comments and asked her, “Would 
you consider selling the business 
to us?”

It was a good decision for both 
Greg and Arlene, as well as Tina. 

Tina and Carol Lonsbury will 
continue to run the store as Arlene 
works at least one day per week. 
The store will be combined with 
Arlene’s long arm quilting busi-
ness in Kamiah, making The Wild 
Hare a “one stop shop” for quilts.  
Customers will be able to pur-
chase all their materials for a quilt 
at the shop and have free pick- up 
and delivery for long arm quilting 
services.  

New ideas are going to be 
brought in but the flavor of the 
store will remain intact. 

As Arlene says of their pur-
chase, “There won’t be a drastic 
change. It’s a well-established 
known business, in a beautiful 
part of the old down town. I love 
old buildings, and it’s in a cen-
tral location. I don’t know what 
more you could ask for?  We are 
thrilled. We’re excited about the 
renovations going on down town. 
I think in two or three years it’s 
going to be a real ‘go to’ spot.” 

“It’s a scary, fun time for us, be-

Cause of fatal 
fire this summer 

determined
 According to Clearwater Coun-
ty Sheriff Chris Goetz, the cause 
of the camper fire that occurred 
Saturday, July 3 on Cold Springs 
Road off Loseth Road, near Orofi-
no, was an electronic malfunction 
with the refrigerator. The Idaho 
State Fire Marshal’s Office had 
been investigating the fire since 
the incident occurred and recently 
made that determination.
 According to an earlier 
Clearwater County Sheriff’s Of-
fice report, the victims of the fire, 
who were determined to have died 
from smoke inhalation, were Jen-
nifer Patricia Brink, 35, and Jef-
frey Nelson, 36, both of Lewiston.
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