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 Clearwater Highway District 
Road is closing Musselshell 
Road From Space Creek Road to 
Peterson Corner this Saturday, 
Sept. 12. For more information 
call 208-435-8002. 

Musselshell 
Road closure 
planned for 
Saturday

By Dr. Michael Garrett
Superintendent, Jt. School
District #171   
 We have recently learned of 
a confirmed case of COVID-19 
at Orofino Junior/Senior High 
School (OJSHS). Public Health is 
investigating close contacts at the 
school and close contacts will be 
asked to quarantine at home until 
Sept. 11, 2020. You will be con-
tacted by Public Health if you have 
been in close contact.
 At this time OJSHS is recom-
mended to be closed to face to face 
learning with classes resuming on 
Monday Sept. 14, 2020.  During 
the week of Sept. 7th, instruction 
at OJSHS will take place online 
in accordance with our approved 
back to school plan. All scheduled 
activities will be cancelled through 
Sept. 11, 2020.  Please be looking 
for information on chromebook 
pickup schedules from OJSHS. 
   All other JSD171 buildings will 
continue operating with face to 
face instruction.

Confirmed case

 of COVID-19 

reported at 

OJSHS

 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners declared an emergency 
Sept. 7 and requested assistance 
from the state to provide resourc-
es to fight two fires that started 
about 2:20 p.m. Monday near 
Orofino. Governor Little respond-
ed with the state declaration of 
Emergency at about 7:30 p.m. 
Monday night. 
 The Clover Fire in the New Hope 
area has burned over 2000 acres 
and has been designated a Type II 
incident. Heavy tankers from Mos-
cow are assisting in the fight. 
 The second fire at mile marker 
49 on Hwy 12 also began about 
2:20 p.m. It closed Highway 12 
from mile marker 44 to 49.5. The 
highway has been reduced to one 
lane of traffic.
 A third fire near the Ranchettes 
on Wells Bench Road was report-
ed as well. That fire was put out at 
approximately 4 p.m.
 Commissioner John Smith 
sends out a big thank you to fire-
fighters and first responders who 
have put themselves in harm’s 
way to protect our community.
 Commissioner Rick Winkel 
added, “Our hearts go out to the 
homeowners and those displaced 
at this time, we will continue to do 
all we can to get through this to-
gether.”

Fire update as of 

Traffic on Highway 12 near the Mile Marker 49 Fire is reduced to one lane of traffic as firefighters 
work to battle the blaze on Tuesday, and power company employees work to repair downed lines in-
volved in the rock slide that occurred at the original site of the fire. Photo by Lenta Hall

Flames from the Mile Marker 49 Fire can be seen from this Upper 
Fords Creek location late Monday night. Photo by Julie Castle

Tuesday at 5 p.m.
 According to Clearwater County 
Emergency Management Coordi-
nator, Don Gardner, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8 at 4 p.m. a type 2 team 
took over the two fires as a com-

plex. The most current status is 
13 homes, lost 31 out buildings, 
26 vehicles and one patrol car.
 So far 132 persons have been 
evacuated. Clover Fire is at 1600 
acres and MP 49  is at 900 acres.

 According to a recent news re-
lease, Avista customers impacted 
by the power outages caused by 
Monday’s wind include over 700 
customers in the Pierce area, and 
78 near Greer. As of early Tues-
day morning, Avista’s estimate for 
service restoration to Pierce area 
customers was not until 10 p.m. 
Wednesday.
 Avista says they will be provid-
ing updates on the estimated resto-
ration times after completing addi-
tional assessments on Tuesday.
 According to the company, as of 
Monday night, all available Avista 
crews along with 19 contract and 
13 vegetation management crews 

Avista and Clearwater Power 
customers without power

were deployed in Idaho and Wash-
ington to complete the restoration 
effort.
 The press release states  it’s 
clear that the storm caused dam-
age to both the transmission and 
distribution systems, with the 
primary damage involving trees 
coming into contact with lines and 
bringing them down.
 The Pierce outage was first re-
ported at 2:43 p.m. Monday. Avis-
ta estimated that service would be 
returned to those without power in 
the Greer area by 1 p.m. Tuesday.
 Approximately 390 Avista cus-
tomers also were without power in 
the Kendrick area, but that service 
was restored Monday evening.
 Adding to delays to the service 
restoration, Avista is currently 
operating under dry land mode, 
which is an approach that helps 
decrease the potential for wildfires 
and requires their team to physi-
cally patrol certain rural and for-
ested areas before the lines can be 
re-energized.
 Clearwater Power also reported 
over 1,900 customers were without 
service throughout the region Tues-
day morning. The high winds that 
occurred Monday are the cause for 
this power outage, also.
 Crews are working to restore 
power to the multiple areas im-
pacted as conditions allow.

 The City of Orofino has been 
asked to close the Orofino airport 
to non-fire related flights.
 Please be aware that there will 
be increased firefighting activities 
for the remainder of the week.

Orofino Airport is

closed to all non-fire 

associated flights

By Elizabeth Morgan        
 Clearwater County’s new am-
bulance was officially placed into 
service Sept. 1, The Horton am-
bulance body is an all-aluminum 
box designed with longevity in 
mind. and built to serve the coun-
ty for many years. Down the road, 
when the current 2019 Ford F 
550 chassis wears out, the body 
can be placed on a new chassis. 
The removable unit will save the 
county substantially in expenses 
to maintain the vehicle, alleviat-
ing the cost of purchasing a whole 
new ambulance, when the chassis 
fails.
 Darby Zick, Director for 
Clearwater County Ambulance 
Service (CCAS) explained that in 
addition to the department’s sav-
ings, largely aiding the county in 
the ability to purchase the am-
bulance was the $110,000 grant 
from the state. 
 A committee was formed 
to determine what the new 
ambulance would encompass, to 
include the expertise of MaryAnn 
McLaughlin, Mike Norton, Dawn 
Lipke, Heidi Rickett, Mike Glad-
hart, Ambulance Director Darby 
Zick and County Commissioner 
Mike Ryan. Their combined ex-
perience played a vital role in the 
efficiency of the new ambulance.
 “Just one example that was 
executed upon the suggestion 
of one of our members, was the 
ability to begin an IV on either 
side of the patient without having 
to pass the instruments over the 
patient.” added Zick.
    The new ambulance will replace 
one of eight ambulances used 
within the county. Currently there 
are four in Orofino, two in the 
Weippe area, one in Pierce, and 
one in Elk River. The department 
will be retiring one ambulance 
which has had three engines, three 
re-wirings, and presently has a 
blown head gasket. “It wasn’t a 
good ride,” shared Zick.

County seeks new
ambulance director

 Other news to report for 
the ambulance service is the 
resignation of Darby Zick as the 

Clearwater County Ambulance Service (CCAS) announces the 
debut of a new ambulance! L to r, back row: Dixie Reilly, Heidi 
Rickett, Chelsea Browning, Molly Stanley, Tamara Beck, Sharon 
Barcus, Melanie Price, and Aaron Garcia. L to r, front: Erin Bolon, 
Darby Zick, and Bridgette Presnell.

CCAS gets
 new ambulance

Director, effective Oct. 9, to spend 
more time with her new family. 
Eight-month old Huntlee is grow-
ing so quickly. She said she felt 
she had already missed precious 
time with him that only happens 
once.
 Zick said she will continue to 
volunteer in the future with CCAS 
as a paramedic. She explained 
that unless a paramedic can be 
available 24/7 for every possible 
call a department isn’t able to use 
the ones that they do have.  
 “Even though I have the 
knowledge and skill sets for a 
certified Paramedic, I could only 
practice as an Advanced EMT 
(Emergency Medical Technician), 
as the Director, so I was extremely 
limited in the service I was able to 
give back to the community.
 “This is why we’ve tried to 
implement a new program,” said 
Zick, “With the difficulty of sched-
uling enough volunteers to cover 
all the shifts, as well as the limita-
tion of skills we can provide to the 
community, we have pursued the 
hiring of four additional full-time 
positions - two full-time EMT’s 
and two full-time Paramedics, 
which would cover the schedule 
24/7, as well as a volunteer crew 
to take any second runs, which 
happen frequently.”
 “With four phenomenal para-
medic applicants all anxiously 
wishing to relocate, we ran into 
the roadblock of no one accepting 
the position as they were unable to 
find housing.”

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 86. East 

wind 3 to 5 mph.
Wednesday Night

Clear, with a low around 
50. Calm wind becoming east 
northeast around 5 mph after 
midnight.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 90. East 

wind around 5 mph becoming 
calm in the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Clear, with a low around 52.

Friday
Sunny, with a high near 91.

Friday Night
Clear, with a low around 53.

Saturday
Sunny, with a high near 93.

Saturday Night
Clear, with a low around 54.

Sunday
Sunny, with a high near 95.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

56.
Monday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
92.

Governor Little declares 
state disaster declaration

 for Clearwater County
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