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F&G commission approves 2020

fall Chinook salmon season...........

By Dennis Fuller
Clearwater County
Fair Board member
 After extensive consultation 
with public health, county and 
city officials, our vendors, vol-
unteers and citizens; and after 
much deliberation and angst the 
Clearwater County Fair Board has 
decided to cancel the “open class” 
portion of the 2020 Fair.  We are 
still sponsoring the 4-H division of 
the fair and there will be livestock 
and other exhibits in the Barn 
only.
 Without the benefit of Lum-
berjack Days and participation 
from Orofino Celebrations, Inc, 
there will be no Parade, Food Ven-
dors, Carnival, Logging Show or 
Horse Pull and after considering 
that many of the Fair volunteers 
are in the older generation, the 
Board felt it would not be worth 
the exposure to illness or the has-
sle of enforcing “social distancing” 
and “mask orders” in the Exhibit 
Building.
 However, we are committed to 
our wonderful 4-H program and 
will accommodate as much of a 
“real Fair” experience as we’re al-
lowed to.  Contingency plans are 
in the works and there are several 
scenarios that are being covered, 
but we want (and need) to provide 
all our 4-H participants, that have 
worked so hard, with the oppor-
tunity to show and sell their live-
stock.
 Again, this all depends on 
how well we do in controlling the 
spread of the Virus and any sub-
sequent state-wide directives.  So 
for now, there will be no activities 
or displays at the Exhibit Build-
ing during this fair, but we will 
be having as much 4-H activity as 
we’re permitted at the Livestock 
Barn and Arena during the 2020 

Fair Board cancels open 
class portion of 2020 Fair

Clearwater County Fair, Septem-
ber 17, 18 & 19.
 Rest assured that your taxpay-
er-funded County Fair will return 
and continue bigger and better 
than ever, and the Fair Board 
members remain committed to 
serving the citizens - and espe-
cially the children - of Clearwater 
County.
   

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino Planning and Zoning 
(P&Z) Commission, as recom-
mending board, held an open 
public hearing for items on the 
agenda for their regular July 
21 meeting. Commissioner Rita 
Kaufman served as Chair for the 
Commission as Teena Gortsema 
was not in attendance.
 A hearing was held for the ap-
plication concerning the rezoning 
of Bartlett Street by the City of 
Orofino P&Z Commission to of-
fer a recommendation to the city 
council on a proposed zoning dis-
trict boundary change from Sin-
gle-Family Dwelling District (R-2), 
to Mixed Use District - Sales and 
Service, R-2 Residential District 
(MXD).
 These properties, zoned R-2, 
Single Family Dwelling District, 
are located in Sections 6 and 7, 

Orofino P&Z 
recommends no 

zone change for 

Bartlett Avenue

By Dr. Michael Garrett
Superintendent,
Joint School District #171
 We are quickly approaching the 
scheduled school start date and 
with that comes a flurry of plan-
ning. Normally, planning would 
have already been completed in 
the late spring and early summer, 
but the world is far from normal.
 This week I want to focus on 
where we are in our planning 
and what to expect as we move 
forward. In recent weeks we re-
ceived the frameworks from the 
Idaho State Board of Education.
The frameworks are not a direc-
tive or legally binding but rather 
a set of guidelines to consider as 
we plan for a safe and successful 
beginning to our school year.
 As you read through the frame-
works you will realize a major por-
tion of it is something we should 
be reviewing annually. I sent out a 
sign up sheet recently with great 
participation. Some of the groups 
have already met and some will 
still be taking input. 
 The input we are receiving is 
truly valued and considered as we 
move forward. Realizing we will 
do our best to implement what we 
can, the reality is that some will be 
frustrated and disappointed. 
 Yesterday, the CDC released new 
guidelines for opening schools.  We 
will be reviewing these guidelines 
and implementing where we can, 
realizing and understanding that 
even within our district, needs can 
and are different.  Public Health is 
meeting with the Region II super-
intendents  to help create protocol 
for as many scenarios as we can 
create. Public Health will be in-
volved in all of our decisions af-
fected by the Pandemic.
 JSD171 Leadership will meet 
again to review the information 
obtained and plans being draft-
ed. The Superintendent Adviso-
ry Group will review and make 
suggestions on the plans later in 
the week. We intend to combine 
all of these to present to the Dis-
trict Board of Trustees on Mon-

Superintendent’s update
day, Aug. 3. Once we have the final 
plan we will make sure that it gets 
out on every media platform we 
have so our constituents can plan 
accordingly. Please keep in mind 
that plans can change as they do 
daily in our world.  
 We as a district are very grate-
ful for the input and support we 
are receiving from all of our stake-
holders. We will be taking every 
precaution we can to safeguard 
our students and staff. We antic-
ipate this can get very messy but 
having a solid plan to fall back on 
as well as open and constant com-
munication are the keys to mak-
ing this work.  
 I want to emphasize that all of 
the work and efforts that every-
one has done will be for nothing 
if our communities don’t help us 
out by using safety precautions to 
stop the spread of COVID-19. I am 
quite certain that Public Health 
will ask our district to close some 
or all of our facilities if the spread 
increases. I am asking that we all 
work together and take the re-
sponsibility to make this work. We 
all want nothing more than to get 
things back as normal as pos-
sible and to be able to educate 
kids. Thank you in advance for 
your help and teamwork.
 Last week, we started the 2020 
fall semester of the Idaho Youth 
ChalleNGe Academy (IDYCA). The 
health, safety, and well-being of 
our students is our number one 
priority and the foundation of our 
program. We registered 128 stu-
dents this session, three of whom 
have tested positive for COVID-19. 
These students were quarantined 
immediately following their pos-
itive test results, and they have 
subsequently been released to 
return home with their parents. 
They will be allowed to return in a 
future cycle.
 We have currently tested 100 
students and are in the process 
of testing the remainder, of which, 
only three students have tested 
positive. All staff members have 
been tested and their results were 

negative. We test 25 students a 
day, and receive the results within 
24 hours, from SMH-CVH labs.
 Strict safety procedures are 
in place to minimize the risk of 
spreading COVID-19, and include 
daily medical screenings and tem-
perature checks of all staff and 
students. All staff and students 
wear masks, which are laundered 
daily. The education building is 
cleaned/disinfected twice a day 
and the Orofino Health District 
is providing guidance to students 
and staff on proper hygiene tech-
niques. Every student is provided 
PPE, hand sanitizer and cleaning 
products. 
 The risk of exposure to the 
greater Pierce community by an 
IDYCA student is extremely low, 
given the secluded nature of the 
program. Students remain on 
campus during the duration of the 
program, and prior to the start 
of this semester, we decided to 
suspend all community outreach 
projects.
 The risk for COVID-19 compli-
cations among the IDYCA student 
age group demographic is partic-
ularly low. However, these kids 
were at particularly high-risk for 
not completing high school or 
earning a GED prior to enroll-
ing in the IDYCA. Our program’s 
mission is to provide students, 
who are at-risk of not graduating 
high school, a second chance for 
success. Our goal is to effectively 
mitigate COVID-19 risks, while 
providing these kids the second 
chance they chose and deserve. 
 As always, I will do what I can 
to keep everyone informed of any 
changes or updates. Thank you 
again for your ongoing support of 
our district and communities. 

Wednesday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

101. Calm wind.
Wednesday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
66. Light east wind.

Thursday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

107. Light east wind.
Thursday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
67.

Friday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

103.
Friday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
64.

Saturday
Sunny, with a high near 94.

Saturday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

61.
Sunday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
96.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

61.
Monday

Sunny, with a high near 94.

According to a Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office report, on Mon-
day, July 27 at approximately 10:40 a.m., Clearwater County Sher-
iff’s Office Deputies and Orofino Ambulance responded to a single 
vehicle accident, at mile post 48 on Highway 12. There were two 
occupants in the vehicle, the driver, a 16-year-old male juvenile, 
and a passenger identified as Sarkisian Farnham, 44, of Kamiah. 
Both occupants were taken to Clearwater Valley Hospital, with un-
known injuries. Investigation of the crash is still ongoing. Photo 
by CCSO

By Elizabeth Morgan
    With memories of the Municipal 
fires during the summer of 2015 
still fresh in our minds, it was the 
unity of our local and rural fire 
departments and the community 
as a whole in their initial response 
to have curtailed further loss 
of property until outside help 
became available.
  In truth, there is strength in 
numbers, and together we can 
help all Clearwater County’s 
district firefighters be better 
equipped to fight the next fire, as 

From left, newly appointed board members for the new Clearwater County Fire District’s Auxiliary, 
Secretary Cheryl Jones, President Pam White, and Vice President Van Berreth invite all residents of 
Clearwater County to attend their first meeting and membership drive at the Orofino Fire Hall on First 
Street, above Council Chambers at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 5, to learn more about their objectives 
and provide support for all the county’s fire districts. Photo by Jason Berreth

Membership drive begins

 for new CCFD Auxiliary
equipment and training are costly, 
but essential.
  Small districts are typically 
unable to finance such equipment. 
However, should a significant 
number of districts band together 
to form an Auxiliary with a 501(c)3 
status as a non-profit foundation 
the county’s eligibility for various 
grants becomes more promising. 
Again, we see strength in num-
bers, the larger the community 
involved, the more substantial the 
funding.
 Unfortunately the process to 

acquire that status is not without 
a great deal of effort and not free. 
The newly formed Clearwater 
County Fire District’s (CCFD)
Auxiliary is attempting to generate 
membership fees to help make 
this step accessible.
 The new board members, 
equipped with many talents, 
fresh ideas and years of experi-
ence, were recruited after Orofino 
Fire Chief Jon Hoyt was invited 
to make an appearance as guest 

(See....Membership drive
pg 12A)
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