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Your Unbeatable Recreation Destination!

VFW Easter

 Egg Hunt April 3
 The Harold Kinne VFW Post 
#3296 and Ladies Auxiliary Eas-
ter Egg Hunt will be held Satur-
day, April 3, 12 noon at the Orofi-
no City Park.

Ray Kresek at his home/museum in Northern Spokane Washington 
in the “Smokey Bear” room.

Ray Kresek, author, fire
 control expert, and founder 

of the Historic Lookout Project

A 1953 Chevrolet 3/4 ton fire truck, fully restored in front of a real fire station of the time. 

By Elizabeth Morgan
A letter of support from the City 

of Orofino was requested of coun-
cil members at their regular meet-
ing March 23, to host an event 
which made a huge hit with a lot 
of folks the last time it was here. 
Of course, we’re referring to the jet 
boat races on the Clearwater River 
to be held the weekend of June 19 
and 20!

Chris Barger, speaking on behalf 
of the Clearwater Jet Boat Club, 
said they would like to bring the 
Clearwater River Rush Jet Boat 
race back to Orofino this sum-
mer, Wth the City’s permission to 
close College Avenue the event be-
gins with a Boat Show and Shine 
from 5 to 7 p.m., Friday, June 18. 
Dale Barger, also in attendance, 
added they were hoping to extend 
this year’s races from Ahsahka to 
Kamiah and back, both Saturday 
and Sunday. Permits must be se-
cured from Fish and Game, as 
well as the Nez Perce Tribe. The 
Idaho Department of Transporta-
tion also had requirements for the 
event. 

Assistance from the Orofino Po-
lice Department was requested to 
help with keeping the public a safe 
distance from the water’s edge, 
particularly near the stairs at the 
park going down to the river, and 
along the bridge, while the races 
are in progress.

Councilman Doug Donner 
thanked both Chris and Dale for 
all the work related to putting to-
gether such a spectacular show.

It will be a busy weekend at the 

Plans evolve for return 
of Clearwater River 

Rush Jet Boat races!
park, as the Father’s Day softball 
tournament is also planned to 
take place. 

Other petitions, applications, 
and communications

Due to health reasons, a let-
ter of resignation was received 
from Rita Kaufman who served 
on the Orofino Planning and Zon-
ing (P&Z) Commission. Kaufman 
thanked the council for the priv-
ilege of sitting on the board the 
past few years. The City appreciat-
ed her service and wished her well 
in her recovery.

Upon reviewing an application 
presented to the council, Mayor 
Sean Simmons recommended 
the appointment of Trapper Stew-
art to fill the vacancy left by Ms. 
Kaufman on the P&Z Commis-
sion.

Departmental reports
Administrator Ryan Smathers 

provided an update concerning 
the Odd Fellow’s building. He said 
that the condition of the build-
ing continues to deteriorate, and 
becomes a greater liability to the 
city as it sits. Smathers said he 
referred the matter to the city’s 
attorney as the owner’s have not 
been cooperative regarding access 
to the building for further inspec-
tion.

Other news from Smathers in-
cluded that he and Building Offi-
cial Todd Perry were still working 
towards repair of sidewalks, it 
was just a matter of waiting for the 
concrete contractor’s availability.

Treasurer Donna Wilson noted 
that she had submitted the city’s 
new investment policy for the 
council’s approval as well as the 
Revenue vs. Expenditure by Fund 
Report ending in February.

Building Official Perry was re-
portedly in Boise on Tuesday and 
not in attendance.

Public Works Supervisor Shane 
Miller informed the council that 
the extremely challenging task of 
addressing the water line project 
at the Public Works shop was near 

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 64. East 

northeast wind 5 to 7 mph becom-
ing southeast in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

37. East southeast wind around 6 
mph.

Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

70. East southeast wind around 
7 mph becoming southwest in the 
afternoon.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

39.
Friday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
67.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 42.
Saturday

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
68.

Saturday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 43.
Sunday

A chance of showers. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 61.

Sunday Night
A chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a low around 38.
Monday

A chance of showers. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 60.

Pierce residents are asked to 
continue drinking bottled water 
until the City of Pierce gives offi-
cial word that it is safe to drink 
the water. Please check the City of 
Pierce Facebook page and www.
cityofpierce.com for updates.

Bottled water donations can be 
made at P1FCU in Orofino at 1167 
Michigan Avenue and City Hall in 
Pierce at 404 S Main Street. Mone-
tary donations to purchase bottled 
water for Pierce residents can be 
made through donation accounts 
at Banner Bank and ICCU. 

Pierce residents in need, please 
contact City Hall at 208-464-2222. 
The City will begin distributing 
donated bottled water this week.

Drinking water
update from the
 City of Pierce

By Lenta Hall
(Editor’s Note: The Clearwater 

Tribune’s 2021 Vacation Guide 
is enclosed in this week’s issue. 
There are articles and photos fea-
turing lookout towers around the 
area, along with other features, 
photos, and advertisements. We 
hope our readers enjoy this year’s 
Guide as much as we did publish-
ing the special edition. This arti-
cle is a continuation of the look-
out towers information included 
in the Guide. Our thanks to the 
advertisers that make publishing 
this publication possible.) 

By family tradition and love of 
the work, Ray Kresek has been in 
the fire control business almost 

all of his life. It seems to run in 
the Kresek family from his father, 
down to him, and with his son fol-
lowing as well.

Ray started in 1954 when both 
telephones and radios were in 
use, but his Dad started in 1941, 
before those conveniences existed, 
at the beginning of WWII. (If you 
had a family, or you had a job that 
related to the war effort, you were 
ineligible. Because his dad had 
two boys, he wasn’t draftable.) 

Ray says, “There was a thing 
called the Aircraft Warning Ser-
vice which was a branch of the 
army, the navy, and the coast 
guard. Dad fell under all three of 
them. Whichever tail wagged was 
the one he answered to because 
he provided the radios all up 
and down the coast, in the state 
of Washington, at least. But, his 
Air Force Warning System went 
all up and down the Washington, 
Oregon, California coast, into Ida-
ho and into Montana where they 
manned the lookouts all year long, 
24 hours per day watching for en-
emy aircraft. That was their mis-
sion, because they had no radar 
system. The only thing they had 
were the eyes and ears from the 
lookout, watching for anything in-
coming. They relied on that for the 
whole of 1942, first year of WWII. 
It wasn’t until the end of that year 
that radar network came into be-

ing, eliminating the old way. Up 
until then the radio sufficed.

Ray’s Dad was the radio techni-
cian for the Washington State Di-
vision of Forestry, which was the 
precursor for the State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources during 
the war, WWII. He invented the 
first portable radio that was used 
in forestry in this state.”

Ray continued, “So, Dad main-
tained all those radios, he and two 
other servicemen. There were en-
emy attacks in Washington by bal-
loon, and by submarine launched 
sea-planes and little bombers 
into Oregon, Washington and Cal-
ifornia, that were little known to 
the public. They didn’t do a lot of 
damage. They did start one fire. 

“What the enemy didn’t know 
was that our weather dictated 
when fires would burn. Fires don’t 
burn well in the winter!

“The Aircraft Warning Service 
was the civilian network in the be-
ginning of the war. So that’s what 
Dad did during the war. 

“I didn’t come into the fire ser-
vice until 13 years later when I 
manned a lookout for the state, 
said Ray, “And now my son is the 
radio technician for the northeast 
quarter of the Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) in Washing-
ton. He’s got 500 radios and two 
mountaintop repeaters to make 
sure they run all during fire sea-
son. 

“A repeater is a radio repeat-
er that jumps from mountaintop 
to mountaintop to allow signal 
down in the valleys. You’ve got the 
dispatcher who is down in town. 
Their signal goes to the mountain 
top and travels across the moun-
tains from there, one to another. 

“So we’re a three generation 
family of Washington State DNR. 
My father invented the radio and 
now my kid’s fixing them.” 

Final Tower/Retirement
Ray comments on his retire-

ment, “Before I retired, I wanted 
to go back on a lookout because I 
started there and I wanted to fin-
ish with fire.”

At 35 years (on expanded time) 
he got to choose his own tower to 
retire from, after writing his book. 
He wanted to choose one that rep-
resented the whole deal of the for-
est service towers.

The one he chose represented 
three National Forest regions, He 
answered to Region Six is OR./
WA., Region One in Idaho, north of 
the Salmon, and Region Four out 
of McCall, southern Idaho. He also 
answered to the Wallowa/Whitman 
National Forest out of Oregon, and 
the Nez Perce National Forest, and 
Payette National Forest, out of Mc-
Call Idaho. 

He says, “There was a radio in 
three corners, so there had to be a 
fourth corner, so that was my ham 
radio! 

“I was there only one week when 
lightning blew out all my radios! 
My refrigerator went up in smoke. 
My dog got bit on her nose. She 
bailed over the railing, which is a 
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