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By Greg Gerot
The town of Pierce will hold its 

traditional “1860 Days” celebra-
tion from Friday, Aug. 6 through 
Sunday, Aug. 8.   

This year Pierce honors long-
time residents Lonnie and Nancy 
Cowger as the Grand Marshals.  
Both Lonnie and Nancy attended 
school on the hilltop and gradu-
ated from Pierce High School in 
1967.  

Nancy Jane Dahl and Lonnie 
Wayne Cowger started going to-
gether their senior year at Pierce 
High School. In August of the same 
year, after graduating, they were 
married. They’ve been together 
ever since. Both Lonnie and Nan-
cy’s fathers worked in the woods 
when the community was thriving 
and work was there for the man 
willing to put in an honest day.

Lonnie lived in Headquarters,  
while Nancy lived in Pierce. In 
those days Headquarters had a 
school so Lonnie attended both 
the Headquarters school and the 
school in Pierce. Both were very 
involved in school activities and 
have made life-long friends here 
in Pierce that continue strongly to 
this day.

Their favorite activity is to 
camp and spend time with long-
time friends and acquaintances. 
Friendship is important to them, 
in fact, it’s their life. Their favorite 
saying is: “It takes a long time to 
make old friends.” 

If asked what people like most 
about Pierce it would be the peo-
ple, the friendly accepting atmo-
sphere of the little town nestled in 
the Clearwater Mountains, in the 
little bowl so peaceful and serene.  
Lonnie and Nancy are the flavor of 
this town and that is why we want 
to honor them so. They are what 
Pierce is all about.

Here’s a bit more history: 13 
kids graduated from Pierce High 
School in 1967. There were 87 
kids total attending school that 
year. Two children were born to 
Lonnie and Nancy, Tami, and Kel-
ly. Kelly lives in Pierce today, and 
Tammy and her husband Larry 
live in Clarkston, Washington. 
Lonnie and Nancy have five grand-
children and two great grandchil-
dren.

Lonnie and Nancy left Pierce as 
the work dynamic in the woods 
began to change in the late 70’s. 
They moved to Lewiston in 1979 
and Lonnie continued to drive 
truck for Potlatch for six years af-
ter that. Nancy managed the credit 
union in Headquarters before they 
moved and managed several med-
ical offices in Lewiston throughout 
her career.

Lonnie went on to work a short 
stint for an oil company in Lew-
iston after he left Potlatch, and 
finished up his career with Poe 
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Asphalt, retiring in 2008. That is 
when they decided to move back 
to home, their beloved Pierce. 
Both continue to be active in the 
community, busy with friends, 
volunteering for town celebrations 
and events and Lonnie being on 
the board of the Pierce Logging 
Museum and Pierce Courthouse 
Campus.  

A big Thank You to you both 
for your time, your dedication, 
and your pure love for the people 
and the place we all love to be......
PIERCE!

By the way, Lonnie and Nancy 
have stated they are very humbled 
by being asked to be Grand Mar-
shals, and we are very humbled to 
have you!  

Lonnie and Nancy Cowger

The Clearwater Chamber of 
Commerce announces two fun-
filled festivities to celebrate this 
year’s Fourth of July. They are:

Elk River
The celebration kicks off in Elk 

River on Saturday, July 3. From 
12 noon until dusk, the Elk Riv-
er Fire Department will hold the 
hamburger and sausage fundrais-
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er at the Ambulance Shed.

At 8 p.m. there will be live mu-
sic with the Bedspins at Tom’s 
Tavern. And then at 10 p.m. is the 
Thunder in the Mountains Fire-
works Show, sponsored by Elk 
River Thunder Run.

Orofino
On Sunday, July 4, 5 to 10 p.m. 

Orofino’s Rotary Club will be at 

the Orofino City Park serving up 
some All American grilled treats. 
But hurry! They’ll only serve until 
they run out!

The National Anthem will be 
sung by Gwen Hutchinson at 10 
p.m. and the Free Fireworks Show 
will be shot from the Orofino City 
Park over the beautiful Clearwater 
River at 10:10 p.m.

The Sixth Grade Forestry Tour 
for 2021 has been canceled due 
to lack of enrollment.  Orgianizers 
have noted that other organiza-
tions and programs that address 
both youth and adult participants 
are having issues with low partic-
ipation, so they don’t see this as 
isolated to the Sixth Grade Tour.

They are unsure of the cause 
but perhaps folks are fatigued 
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with dealing with COVID during 
the last year and want to take a 
break from structured activities.

Organizers appreciate the con-
tinued support from contributors, 
volunteers, and presenters includ-
ing the Clearwater County Com-
missioners, Clearwater County 
Economic Development, Associ-
ated Logging Contractors Inc., US 
Forest Service, PotlachDeltic, and 

Idaho Fish & Game.
 Also, Clearwater County Search 

& Rescue, Idaho Department of 
Lands, Nez Perce Tribe, Dwor-
shak National Fish Hatchery, US 
Fish & Wildlife Service, UI Exten-
sion—Coeur d’Alene, CPTPA, and 
Clearwater County residents.

They look forward to planning 
for the Sixth Grade Forestry Tour 
in 2022. 

Wednesday
Sunny and hot, with a high near 

113. East northeast wind around 
6 mph becoming calm.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

72. Light northeast wind.
Thursday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
108. East wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

70.
Friday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
106.

Friday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

70.
Saturday

Mostly sunny and hot, with a 
high near 106.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

70.
Independence Day

Mostly sunny and hot, with a 
high near 102.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

69.
Monday

Sunny and hot, with a high near 
101.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 At the Orofino City Council 
meeting held June 22, City Ad-
ministrator Ryan Smathers asked 
councilmembers for feedback re-
garding sidewalk cafes which have 
become quite the trend, particu-
larly since the pandemic wreaked 
havoc on our nation. Several in-
terested parties have expressed 
interest in outdoor dining and 
the city was most concerned with 
whether or not alcohol would be 
permitted.
 The city explored the laws and 
regulations for sidewalk cafes in 
neighboring communities. A list of 
key components were provided at 
the meeting for councilmembers 
to review and discuss further.
 To operate a sidewalk cafe, the 
proprietor must apply for a re-
vocable encroachment permit to 
include a seating and pedestrian 
routing plan with dimensions as 
well as the anticipated periods of 
use during the year.
 Any sidewalk cafe location shall 
be temporary and designed so 
that the entire cafe can be easily 
removed. A minimum four-foot 
wide, unobstructed travel way 
shall be maintained at all times.
 The sidewalk cafe shall comply 
with all applicable federal, state, 
and local laws including those of 
the local health district except for 
the consumption of alcohol, which 
will be allowed if the applicant 
restaurant is licensed to serve al-
cohol.
 Because sidewalk cafes are an 
extension of the restaurant, smok-
ing shall be prohibited, Sidewalks 
are to be clean and maintained for 
pedestrians and trash receptacles 
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Cooper Abbott is shown at the start of the Orofino LoggerXross track. The Endurocross was held 
Friday, June 25, at the Orofino City Park Logging Arena. Abbott went 5-4 for fifth place overall. 
According to his Facebook page, Abbott reported it as the “toughest Endurocross track I’ve ever 
ridden.” For more photos and results see page 16A of this week’s issue. Photo by Coleen Jones, Onyx 
Photography
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