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SIGNS OF SPRING--Cayuse Hanes-Miller, 12, found this year’s 
first buttercup for the Clearwater Tribune while hiking with his 
friends on Sunday, Feb. 13, on Dent Bridge Road. He is the son of 
Amber Hanes-Miller and Hugh Miller, of Orofino. Photo by Amber 
Hanes-Miller

VFW Voice of Democracy 

and Patriot’s Pen winners 
announced........

By Jennifer Becar, 
Acting Public Affairs Officer

Robyn Smith has been selected 
as the new District Ranger for the 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests’ Red River Ranger District 
headquartered in Elk City.

Smith is rejoining the Forest 
Service after serving as the 
District Conservationist for the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in the Mariposa, 
Calif. Field Office since 2011. In 
this position, she helped farmers, 
ranchers, and forest landowners 
implement projects to enhance 
and conserve Mariposa County’s 
valuable natural resources. A 
major focus of this work was 
supporting partnership efforts 
to reduce hazardous wildfire 
fuels and restore forest health 
throughout the Sierra Nevada.

Earlier in her career, Smith 
worked as the NRCS Coordinator 
for the Yosemite/Sequoia Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Council, where she worked with 
a variety of partners to develop 

The Ice Man Relay judging and timing team for the Relay competition held Feb. 5 at the Pierce Winter 
Festival were (l to r) Randy Espinoza, Grant Getchell, Jeff Getchell and Chrissy Lagunas. Photo by 
Greg Gerot

Smith to serve as new Red 

River District Ranger
projects to enhance the rural 
economy and conserve natural 
resources. Despite her recent 
NRCS work, Smith considers 
herself to have “grown up” in the 
Forest Service, enjoying seasonal 
experiences in fuels reduction, 
silviculture, timber, and permit 
administration.

She worked on the Stanislaus 
and Shasta-Trinity national forests 
in California and the Deschutes 
National Forest in Oregon prior 
to settling in California’s Sierra 
National Forest, where she was 
a forester and Resource Project 
Coordinator for over 15 years.

Smith, a Humboldt State 
University alumna, loves living 
in rural mountain communities 
and enjoys photography, skiing, 
fishing, hiking, camping, and 
hunting with her family. She 
and her husband are excited to 
become a part of the community 
in Elk City.

“I am very excited to be joining 

the Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests team and to get started 
working hand-in-hand with staff 
and partners to care for our 
precious natural resources and 
support our communities for 
future generations,” said Smith.

“I am really looking forward 
to Robyn’s extensive experience 
bringing diverse interests together 
to solve problems,” said Cheryl 
Probert, Forest Supervisor. “Her 
cross-boundary work during 
her time with the NRCS will be 
instrumental in capitalizing on the 
opportunities ahead of us here at 
the Forest Service.”

Smith officially begins her 
position as the Red River 
District Ranger in April and will 
begin transitioning into the role 
remotely next month. If you have 
questions about visiting the Red 
River Ranger District, please call 
the district office in Elk City: (208) 
842-2245.

By Gregory E. Billups
It has been 50 years since the 

Timberline Spartans won the 
Boy’s A-3 State Basketball Cham-
pionship.

To mark the occasion the Tim-
berline Alumni Foundation will 
be honoring the team, it’s coach-
es and cheerleaders at a special 
event March 19.

This event will not only be a cel-
ebration of the accomplishment 
but also to recognize the team as 
the first inductees into the Tim-
berline Spartan Hall of Fame.

The Timberline Alumni Foun-
dation cordially invites family, 

Class of ’72 Spartans 
to be honored

friends and fans of the team along 
with all Spartan Alumni to attend 
this momentous occasion to be 
held from 3 to 6 p.m., March 19, 
at Riverport Brewery in Clarkston.

Nearly the entire team and cheer 
squad will be in attendance to re-
ceive the honor and view a replay 
of the ’72 Championship game.

Additionally, the Foundation 
will conduct live and silent auc-
tions to help fund future projects.

Please wear your black and gold 
and join your fellow Spartans in 
recognizing our Heroes of the 
Hardwood.

Hors d’oeuvres will be served.

Wednesday
A slight chance of rain and 

snow before 10 a.m., then a slight 
chance of rain between 10 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Snow level 1900 
feet rising to 2600 feet in the af-
ternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 44. South southwest 
wind around 6 mph becoming 
west northwest in the afternoon. 
Chance of precipitation is 20%.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

29. Light and variable wind.
Thursday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
47. South southwest wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

32.
Friday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
51.

Friday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

31.
Saturday

A slight chance of rain after 11 
a.m. Snow level 1700 feet rising to 
3900 feet in the afternoon. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 50.

Saturday Night
Rain likely, mainly after 11 p.m. 

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
36.

Sunday
Rain. Mostly cloudy, with a high 

near 45.
Sunday Night

A chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level 2400 feet lowering to 
1200 feet after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 30.

Washington’s Birthday
A chance of rain and snow. 

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
43.

Robyn Smith and husband Doug Suderman at Taylor Lake in Cali-
fornia’s Klamath National Forest. Photo courtesy Robyn Smith

By Elizabeth Morgan
 As the last city council meet-
ing was postponed due to illness 
and lack of a quorum on Jan. 25, 
Orofino City Council faced two 
agendas at the meeting held Feb. 
8. 
 As proposed at the council work 
session on Feb.1, an Ad-Hoc Com-
mittee was appointed by Mayor 
Sean Simmons to negotiate a fire 
service agreement between the 
city and the Orofino Rural Fire 
District (ORFD). The committee 
includes Alex Irby, Jerry Johnson, 
and Karen Chapman with ORFD, 
Councilmember Mark Swayne, 
Treasurer Donna Wilson and As-
sistant Fire Chief Bart Jones. 

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 A letter of resignation was re-
ceived from the city’s attorney, 
Rebecca Vaage. Her successor has 
yet to be determined.
 After considerable discussion 
amongst the staff and council, 
a sewer claim request for reim-
bursement of plumbing services 
at 909 Miles Avenue was de-
nied. Another sewer claim at 636 
Brown Avenue, appeared on the 
Jan. 25, agenda. The council vot-
ed to approve reimbursement for 
the plumbing charges only.

Restrooms
for Champion Park

 Community Development Spe-
cialist Angie Edwards-Kuskie of 
Clearwater Economic Develop-
ment Association (CEDA) pre-
sented the Block Grant Adminis-
tration Agreement and Scope of 
Work for the Champion Park re-
stroom project.  Councilmembers 
approved to move forward with 
this essential addition to the park, 
especially as improvement to the 
courts for basketball, tennis and 

Two agendas, 
one meeting

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.
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.00
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    .00 

.00 

.00
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  61
  51 
  56 
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  53 
  50 
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Last Week’s 
Weather

Feb. 15
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

pickle ball, draw more and more 
participants.
 Council members voted to pro-
ceed with the grant funding appli-
cation to J-U-B General Engineer-
ing Services for the traffic study 
seeking acceptable crossings for 
Hwy. 7 and Michigan Avenue. 
The draft was also approved for 
the J-U-B 2022 General Services 
Agreement (for street, water and 
sewer improvements).
 Amy Powers was appointed 
to the Urban Forests of Orofino 
(UFO) Committee to fill the vacan-
cy left by Melina Johnson. 
 The council approved the re-
quest for application to the Inter-
national Prima Conference in Tex-
as for June 2022 Scholarship for 
Treasurer Donna Wilson, Wilson 
has been awarded the scholarship 
two years in a row, which unfor-
tunately were each postponed be-
cause of the pandemic.
 A request for rate increase for 
travel meals and mileage per GSA 
rate tables for 2022 was approved.
 The City received a letter of con-
cern from Madison Melton regard-
ing the Michigan Avenue fire hy-
drant accident that occurred Jan. 
8. Melton noted a lack of man-
power and communication on the 
city’s part, as well as the failure to 
notify the surrounding residents.
 Smathers said the incident was 
a learning experience and there 
were several things which could 
have been done, but weren’t. “We’ll 
learn from this to keep from mak-
ing the same mistake twice.” The 

(See....Two agendas
pg 9A)
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