
In This Issue:

161 Main Street/P.O. Box 71, Orofino • E-mail: cleartrib@cebridge.net • PH: 208-476-4571 • FAX: 208-476-0765 • Online newspaper at www.clearwatertribune.com

In This Issue: Courthouse News  - 9A

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022
Volume 109, Number 48

ONE DOLLAR

TWO SECTIONS

SECTION ONE

OROFINO, IDAHO 83544  -  CLEARWATER COUNTY

SECOND CLASS (USPS 117-340)

Located in Clearwater County, Idaho, steelhead capital of the world • ClearwaterTribune.com

Clearwater Tribune

Sports & School - 7A & 10A 

 

 10A

         Church & Obituaries  -  6A                   Classifieds - 8B

Six-day weather 
forecast

(See....Chamber selects
pg 10B)

Driver’s license (DVM) will be 
closed Friday, Dec. 23, through 
Monday, Dec. 26, and Friday, Dec. 
30, 2022 thru Monday, Jan. 2, 
2023.

DVM closure 

for holidays
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Christmas Greeting

ads enclosed..........
Letters to Santa

It’s time for Orofino 

is going to the Dogs!”

By Elizabeth Morgan

Letters to Santa
Letters to Santa and 

Christmas Greeting
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 Best Built Builders Supply (for-
merly Orofino Builders Supply) is 
holding their annual “Christmas is 
going to the Dogs!” drawing. Sign-
up will be held through Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, with the drawing being 
held on Wednesday, Dec. 21.
 Bring your pooch to Best Built 
Builders at 12970 Highway 12, 
Orofino, and enter them for a 
chance at winning one stocking 

Best Built Builders Supply 

“Christmas is going to the 

Dogs!” drawing planned
for a large dog, and one stocking 
for a small dog. Dogs must be ac-
companied by owners (inside or 
outside the store) to sign up for 
the drawing. When dogs come in-
side they’ll receive a treat.
 Winners will be notified by 
phone, and Best Built Build-
ers will donate at least $1 to the 
Clearwater Humane Society for 
each dog registered.

   The Clearwater Tribune has re-
cently started running a column 
called, “Inquiring Minds Want to 
Know.” We invite readers to send 
us questions that they would like 
answers to. We run them in the pa-
per, and hope to receive answers 
to the inquiries. Last week, Bob 
Reggear, of Orofino, sent in three 
questions for the column. Thank 
you to Clearwater County Com-
missioner Mike Ryan for replying 
to Bob’s questions. Commissioner 
Ryan’s reply is as follows:
  Hi Bob, 
    Thanks for your questions. I’ll 
try my best to answer them. 
 Question 1: “Why the lack of 
maintenance on Dent Bridge 
Road?” 
 Well, we do perform quite a bit 
of maintenance but with our lim-
ited funds we are spread pretty 
thin on resources. The County is 
not really able to do much in the 
way of road building; even main-
taining some roads are a chal-
lenge because we are always short 
on personnel. We can certainly 
look at trimming trees and clear-
ing shrubs on the County Right of 
Way; we don’t want those imped-
ing or interfering with traffic. 
 Question 2: “Does the Coun-
ty plan to rebuild/ resurface the 
road?” 
 We have applied for a grant with 
LHTAC (Local Highway Techni-
cal Assistance Council). Our road 
boss Rudy Knapik and I met with 
representatives and engineers 
from LHTAC two years ago and 
did some careful examination of 
Dent Bridge Road. They had ini-
tially been under the impression 
that the road had a proper base 
and were a little surprised to learn 
that was not the case.
 That required them to “go back 
to the drawing board” and re-as-
sess what needed to be done to 
not only repave, but to lay a prop-
er base and construct the road to 

proper standards. This project 
would also entail any necessary 
widening, as well as installing 
and/or replacing guardrails along 
approximately, as I recall, seven 
miles of Dent Bridge Road. At this 
time we are unsure of LHTAC’s 
timeline for commencement of the 
project.
 Question 3: “A couple of years 
ago, I heard rumors of the road 
being rebuilt…”
  As mentioned in answering 
Question 2, we are hoping to hear 
back from LHTAC on the status 
of the grant. I will try to follow up 
with LHTAC and see if there are 
any updates.
 I receive quarterly updates from 
LHTAC on pending projects and 
here are a couple of “good news” 
items. There is a project, Key 
#22877, that will include instal-
lation of LED flashing “ice” signs, 
“curve ahead” signs, as well as 
“intersection ahead” signs at poor 
visibility locations. Additionally, 
this project will help prevent slide-
offs by installing guard rails along 
those roads that are steep, narrow 
and winding.
 The consultant selection pro-
cess is underway. Construction 
year is 2023. Also, Key #21996 is 
the Old Ahsahka Grade Guardrail 
Project. There will be 7000 feet of 
steel post guardrail installed adja-
cent to the steepest embankments 
along a 2.5 mile stretch of the 
roadway, helping to reduce/elim-
inate serious and fatal crashes. 
The project was initially planned 
for 2021, but bids received ex-
ceeded the engineer’s estimate by 
more than ten percent; a bid justi-
fication, recommending approval 
by ITD, was submitted for con-
sideration for their October 2022 
board meeting. No word has been 
received by the Commissioners 
regarding the status of the project.
 I hope I’ve been able to answer 
your questions satisfactorily. As 
always, you are welcome to call or 
email the Commissioners and if 
you would like to set aside some 
time in one of our meetings you 
may call the Commissioners Of-
fice at 476-3615 to be placed on 
the agenda. Best wishes, Mike 
Ryan, Commissioner, mryan@
clearwatercounty.org
   (Publisher’s note: Do you have 
a question you’d like answers to? 
Maybe the Clearwater Tribune 
can help. Drop your question by 
the office at 161 Main Street, or 
e-mail it to cleartrib@cebridge.
net. Include your name and the 
town you currently live in, and the 
Tribune will seek to find answers 
to your inquiry.)

By Doug Boyer
Orofino VFW

Volunteers are needed to help 
Remember, Honor, and Teach 
about our community’s heroes.

Local Wreaths Across America 
volunteers are working hard to en-
sure that all veterans laid to rest at 
Orofino, Weseman, Cook and Hill 
cemeteries are honored as part of 
National Wreaths Across America 
Day, this Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022. 

In preparation for this annu-
al event, Harold Kinne VFW Post 
3296 and Auxiliary is holding a 
ceremony at the VFW, 330 Michi-
gan Ave. at 12 p.m. to raise aware-
ness and to honor every veteran at 
these four cemeteries.

After the 30 minute ceremony 
at the VFW, we will then proceed 
to the cemeteries for placement of 
over 300 live, balsam fir wreaths 
at the headstones of American 
veterans to Remember their sac-
rifice, Honor their service, and 
Teach the next generation about 
the value of freedom.  Everyone 
is invited and encouraged to at-
tend this ceremony and then help 
with the placement of the wreaths.  
The VFW has marked all veteran 
graves with a small red flag so 
they are identifiable in the snow.  
Please remember to dress warm 
and know that we will probably be 
walking in snow.  

Karen Worcester, executive di-
rector of Wreaths Across Amer-
ica said. “We are so grateful to 
the good people of this wonderful 
community for participating in 
our mission to Remember, Honor 
and Teach.”

Last year, ceremonies were held 
across the country at more than 
3,100 participating locations, 
placing 2.4 million wreaths for 
interred veterans. On this year’s 
Wreaths Across America Day vol-
unteers will place wreaths at more 
than 3,400 cemeteries across 
America, at sea and abroad.

Wreaths Across 

America Ceremony

Tractor Supply 
Store opens

The new Tractor Supply Store, 
located at 429 Michigan Avenue in 
Orofino, opened on Saturday, Dec. 
10.

The store is planning a Grand 
Opening sometime in January.

President Belinda Stockton presents a check for $500 on behalf of 
the Rotary Club of Orofino, to Orofino Police Chief Vince Frazier to 
help support this year’s Christmas 911. For the last 13 years the 
department has been providing full Christmas dinners and gifts to 
families in the area who were experiencing hardship and most like-
ly would not have had much for Christmas. Each year, the depart-
ment accepts donations from businesses and community members 
to fund the program. Visit Rotory’s website at orofinorotary.com.

By Elizabeth Morgan 
 Clearwater County Chamber of 
Commerce (CCCC) held their an-
nual board elections at the general 
meeting Dec. 7.
 There were three open positions 
on the board. Ashley Steinbrueck-
er agreed to continue to be on the 
board though she will be stepping 
down from her position as presi-
dent. For multiple reasons, Tanna 
Zwynia will leave her position as 
vice president, creating an addi-
tional opening on the board.
 Current board member, Jenny 
Tissell who was appointed earlier 
in the year, has agreed to remain 
on the ballot, with one position 
left open.
 Fortunately, Kim Johnson from 
Coleman Oil/Sunset Mart, has vol-
unteered to be placed on the ballot 
as well.
 Ashley Steinbruecker, Jenni 

Chamber selects 
new board for 2023

Tissell and Kim Johnson were 
re-elected/ elected to serve on the 
2023 CCCC board. Officers will be 
determined at their first meeting. 
Congratulations and thank you!
 This month’s guest presentation 
was supposed to be the Orofino 

Junior Senior High School choir, 
but they were not able to make it 
due to a medical issue with their 
director Brad Howey. We wish him 
a speedy recovery and hope for 

Wednesday
A 20 percent chance of snow. 

Cloudy, with a high near 34. Calm 
wind.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 22. Light west southwest 
wind.

Thursday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 

33. Calm wind.
Thursday Night

Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 17.

Friday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

30.
Friday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
13.

Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high 

near 30.
Saturday Night

A chance of snow, mainly after 
11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 16.

Sunday
A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 28.
Sunday Night

A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 15.

Monday
A slight chance of snow. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 26.

STUDDED 
SNOW TIRES 
ARE LEGAL 
IN IDAHO 

from
October 1, 
to April 30

Each Year
2023 Wild Weippe Rodeo Queen Kailey Keller, right, and Princess 
Lexie Allpress participated in the Clearwater County Chamber of 
Commerce Lighted Christmas Parade held Friday, Dec. 2 in Orofi-
no. Photo received from Angel Gering
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