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Six-day weather 
forecast

(See..................City Council

on pg 10A)

Waiting for

high water...

Wednesday 
 A 50 percent chance of showers. 
Cloudy, with a high near 61. Light 
and variable wind. New precipita-
tion amounts between a tenth and 
quarter of an inch possible.

Wednesday Night
 A 40 percent chance of showers 
before 11 p.m. Cloudy, with a low 
around 43. Light south southwest 
wind.

Thursday
 A 30 percent chance of showers 
after 11 a.m. Cloudy, with a high 
near 63.

Thursday Night
 A 50 percent chance of showers. 
Cloudy, with a low around 44.

Friday
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 66.

Friday Night
 Showers. Cloudy, with a low 
around 45.

Saturday
 Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 61.

Saturday Night
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 43.

Sunday
 Showers. Cloudy, with a high 
near 61.

Sunday Night
 Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 41.

Monday
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 62.

By Elizabeth Morgan
  Dennis Fuller addressed the 
Orofino City Council at their reg-
ular meeting held March 26, con-
cerning the drainage problem at 
the Clearwater County Fair Exhib-
it building.
 This isn’t the first discussion 
about the problem, the Fair Board 
has dealt with the damages and 
clean-up of flooding issues year 
after year. They had previous-
ly asked about installing French 
drains, as rain gutters were pre-
dicted to become too heavy with 
water and function less effectively 
for the particular design of the Ex-
hibit building’s roof.
 There was talk of trying to find 
another and less expensive solu-
tion to the water problem, but 
nothing happened.
 A misunderstanding of who 
would pay for the project and how 
the city lines would accommodate 
the additional water at the site 
were reasons given that the proj-
ect was never accomplished.
 As Treasurer of the Fair Board, 
Fuller said the Fair Board has the 
funds to install the French drains 
and asked for the City’s permis-
sion to do so. 
 Under those terms, the council 
approved his request.

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 A letter of support was ap-
proved by the council for the Fed-
eral Land Access Program Grant 
application. Council member Don 
Gardner provided details of the 
grant and the scope of work the 
city hopes to accomplish with the 
funds. “Any major access road to 
access Federal Roads has the pos-
sibility for funding to make it saf-
er. The county will work on Dent 
Bridge Road with the exception of 
1,882 feet which are situated with-
in the city limits. Gardner hopes 
the grant will help with that por-
tion of Dent Road. The funds, if 
awarded, will not be available un-
til 2020 and will extend to 2023.

Wish list
 On behalf of the City, and Mayor 
Ryan Smathers, Shane Miller and 
Todd Perry have created a list of 
potential work projects desired by 
the City, suitable for upcoming Ea-
gle Scout projects. For more infor-
mation, please contact City Hall.
 City staff and councilmembers 
were asked if they would be at-
tending the CEDA Annual meeting 
scheduled for April 18, in Lewis-
ton, so that reservations could be 
made.

Parking work session
 Jared Gray returned to the 
council with a plan to offer addi-
tional parking on Johnson Ave. 
Councilwoman Jennifer Dunaway 
thanked Gray for his interest and 

Bubba Powers, of Orofino, is shown with his grandson, Jacob Gin-
gerich Jr,, also of Orofino, on opening day at Tunnel Pond last 
Saturday, March 30. Photo by Kelsey Gingerich 

Drainage problem 
revisited at City Council

asked to schedule a work session 
to revisit the issue of parking. The 
meeting was planned for May 7, at 
6 p.m. in Council Chambers. 

Proclamations
 In an effort to spread the aware-
ness and outreach on the “one 
year out” mark on April 1, 2019, 
Census 2020 Awareness Day was 
proclaimed by Mayor Smathers.
 A second proclamation was 
read for the week of April 8-12, 
2019, celebrating the Week of the 
Young Child for the Education of 
Young Children, encouraging all 
citizens to work to support and in-
vest in early childhood in Orofino.
 The Arbor Day Foundation rec-
ognized Orofino as a 2018 Tree 
City USA. Presentation of the 
award will be during the Com-
munity Clean-up Day planned for 
April 27.
 Orofino is one of 3,500 Tree 
City USAs, with a combined pop-
ulation of 150 million. The Tree 
City USA program is sponsored 
by the Arbor Day Foundation in 
partnership with the U. S. Forest 
Service and the National Associa-
tion of State Foresters.
 The Park Schedule for 2019 
was completed and distributed to 
council members with a full sum-
mer of activities.

Departmental reports
 Administrator Rick Laam was 
not in attendance.
 Treasurer Donna Wilson sub-
mitted the Clearwater County Tax 
Recap report.
 Building Official Todd Perry 
informed the council that Ida-
ho Transportation Department 
would be replacing the old Dent 
Bridge Road sign at the bottom of 
Dent Bridge Road. Council mem-
ber Shannon Schrader asked if 
the mileage had been corrected on 
the new sign. Perry reported that 
it hadn’t and that the sign has al-
ready been ordered. The current 
sign reads 39 miles to Elk River 
instead of the actual mileage of 
37.5.
 Public Works Supervisor Shane 
Miller reported preparing the four 
corners on H Street and Michigan 
Avenue for the ADA ramps to be 
placed.
 Other work this next few weeks 
includes street sweeping, Miller 
shared that the next big project 
was additional work required on 
the main sewer service line.
 Police Chief Jeff Wilson was not 
in attendance.
 Other than routine operations, 
Water/Wastewater Supervisor 
Mike Martin said he had no fur-
ther report. 
 Fire Chief Jonathan Hoyt was 

Pippengers are 
OCI Grand Marshals 

for this year’s 
Lumberjack Days

 Orofino Celebrations, Inc have 
selected the Grand Marshals for 
the 72nd annual Orofino Lumber-
jack Days. Paul and Lee Pippenger 
have agreed to the honor. Fair is 
Sept. 13-15 for this year.
 The next meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, April 16 at the new 
meeting time of 6:30 p.m., at the 
White Pine Building.

Bowling for 
Healthcare 
FUNdraiser 

set for Sunday
 Sunday, April 7, will mark 
the second annual Clearwater 
Valley Hospital and Clinics 
Auxiliary Bowling for Healthcare 
FUNdraiser at Riverside Lanes in 
Orofino. 
 Auxiliary President, Pam White, 
would like to invite the community 
to participate in the fun and 
exciting bowling event! 
 “This year we will allow for up 
to 20 three-person teams. Each 
team will pay a $10 entry fee, 
which includes ball and shoes, 
and is looking for team sponsors. 
If you’d like to sponsor a team you 
can make a donation the day of 
the event or to any individual on 
the team you’d like to support.”
 Each year the hospital and 
clinics submit wish lists to the 
Auxiliary for items that would 
better the programs and services 
offer at CVHC. The funds raised 
by this event will go to support 
these worthy causes. The deadline 
to submit donations is April 14. 
 “The event will include three 
surprise fun-filled games, in other 
words, no ‘regular’ bowling and 
lots of chances to win prizes,” 
explains White. “Last year 
we played 7-pin and you’d be 
surprised how many mediocre 
bowlers became big winners! 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Jessica Colpitts, 33, of Orofino, 
was found guilty of first-degree 
murder in the shooting death of 
Samantha S. Fignani, 23, also of 
Orofino, following a two week tri-
al held at the Grangeville Court-
house in Idaho County. After be-
ing presented with two weeks of 
evidence and testimony, a jury of 
six men and six women read the  
verdict for Colpitts shortly after 1 
p.m. Friday, March 29. 
 In testimony presented before 
the jury earlier in the week, none 
of the witnesses interviewed de-
scribed Colpitts as anything but 
“normal” and “happy” on the day 
that Fignani was fatally shot, May 
22, 2017.
 Colpitts’ brother, Ryan, told the 
jury the week before that when he 
saw his sister May 22, she was 
her normal self, and didn’t exhib-
it any emotion to suggest either 
that she was planning or had just 
committed murder. Thomas Cum-
mings, who resides with Jessica’s 
mother, testified on Tuesday that 
he had seen her before and after 
the incident reportedly had taken 
place and that her behavior was 
just as Ryan, her brother, had de-
scribed, “normal” and “happy”
 No one testified to hearing Col-
pitts say anything about her phone 
calls with former boyfriend, Jo-
seph “JoJo” Walker or their argu-
ment following Walker’s confes-
sion to having a relationship with 
Fignani. Perhaps it wouldn’t have 
been discovered, but for the fact 
that Walker was incarcerated on 
drug charges in Bonner County 
and all calls are recorded. 
 Prosecutor Clayne Tyler played 
the phone call for the jury which 
took place at 5:54 p.m. Dispatch 
received the call for the shooting 
at 7:31 p.m.  The jury had listened 
to a very angry conversation with 
expletive from Colpitts on the first 
day of the trial.
 Two other calls were of interest 
and shared with the jury on Tues-
day.  One call took place on the 
morning of May 22, Colpitts ques-
tioned Walker about his involve-
ment with Fignani. Colpitts also 
placed a call to Walker the day 
after Fignani was shot, when Col-
pitts informs Walker that Fignani 
is dead. Walker’s voice and de-
meanor indicate he is saddened, 
when Colpitts adds, “That’s what 
she was asking for. She got what 
she deserved. She messed with 
the wrong people.”
 Later that same afternoon, Col-
pitts was brought in for question-
ing. Court records indicate she 
told Sgt. Vincent Frazier of OPD, 
that she had “washed her hands of 

Jury finds Orofino 

woman guilty
Walker” and had let him go volun-
tarily.
 Tyler rested his case in chief.
 Defense attorney Mark Monson, 
of Moscow, called several other 
witnesses to the stand, primari-
ly friends of Colpitts to also have 
had connections with Cassie Mad-
sen, the driver of the car and the 
person Monson has suggested is 
really the person guilty of shooting 
Fignani. Though Colpitts claims 
she had been clean for two years 
prior to the shooting, all were in-
volved or had been involved with 
use and abuse of methamphet-
amines.  
 More testimony was heard from 
the forensic experts summoned 
by Monson on Wednesday. The 
gun, believed to be a .410 shot-
gun and belonging to Walker, the 
black hoodie and sweatpants 
Madsen testified seeing Colpitts 
put on over a tank top and shorts 
before going over to Fignani’s that 
evening have never been found. 
Earlier testimony had revealed 
that the tank top and shorts were 
found and tested positive for gun-
shot residue, along with a pair of 
gloves, as well as in the passenger 
side of the vehicle.
 Specializing in “probabilistic 
genotyping,” Randall T Libby ex-
pressed that the evidence was 
inconclusive in proving Colpitts’ 
responsible for the shooting.
 Kenn Meneely with Willamette 
Valley Forensics was also asked to 
testify. He spoke of the importance 
and techniques of preserving and 
processing a crime scene. Meneely 
noted that many investigative offi-
cers had contact with the vehicle, 
it was possible that the gunpow-
der residue could have come from 
their service weapons. He also 
explained that the vehicle should 
be covered during transport to 
protect potential evidence.  Mad-
sen’s car was not covered as it was 
transported to the police depart-
ment for further examination.
 Madsen’s scruples, her drug 
use, and exact role in the tragedy 
have been scrutinized, simulta-
neously the prosecutor’s primary 
witness and the defense’s suspect. 
The jury heard her testify in tears 
early in the trial, as she recalled 
the series of events leading to Fig-
nani’s death.
 Monson told the jury, “It doesn’t 
make sense. The person who act-
ed like she shot somebody was 
Cassie. In contrast, people who 
saw Colpitts before and after the 
incident testified she appeared 
“normal” and not emotionally dis-
tressed.”
 By early afternoon on Thurs-
day, the jury listened to final ar-
guments from Tyler and Mon-
son. Video and audio recordings, 
physical evidence and the expert’s 
findings were made available to 
the jury shortly after 5 p.m. and 
they deliberated without coming 
to a conclusion until 11 p.m. They 
reconvened the following day with 
the guilty verdict.
 Colpitts will be held at Latah 
County Jail until sentencing on 
July 9, to take place in Clearwater 
County. Bail was revoked by Sec-
ond District Judge Gregory Fitz-
Maurice.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Trustees and Foundation 
members for Clearwater Memorial 
Public Library (CMPL) gathered 
April 1, in the auditorium next 
to the School District Office on 
Michigan Ave. Trustees Marge 
Kuchynka and Rosan Monaghan 
with Clearwater County Free 
Library District were present. Of 
24 in attendance, there were a half 
dozen new faces.
 Following the payment of bills 
and treasurer’s report, discussion 
of the proposed draft of the 
contract was opened to public 
comment by CMPL Chair Jo 
Sharrai. A projector was used to 
display the ten-page draft, page by 
page, one paragraph at a time, as 
it was read aloud by the trustees.
 The process was arduous 
and lengthy. Sections to have 
drawn the most comments were 
portions of Personnel, Collections, 
Financial, Usage, and Meetings/
Communications.
 Insult was taken beginning with 
the sign Clearwater County Free 
Library District (CCFLD) asks to 
be posted at each exit of CMPL 
informing patrons of the facility’s 
cooperative support with funding 

A closer look at 
CMPL’s proposed 

contract

(See...CMPL’s propsoed contract

on pg 16A)

(See.......Bowling for Healthcare

on pg 16A)
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