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Clearwater County Groomer 

Program Area 18........

(See.....”Clapped out Clifford”
pg 4A)

Six-day weather 

forecast

The Clearwater County Asses-
sor’s Office announces you may 
now sign up for the Property Tax 
Reduction Program, sponsored by 
the State of Idaho.  You must ap-
ply for this reduction every year.  
It is based on the previous year’s 
income (2020) to be applied to 
the 2021 Tax Bill. The reduction 
amount is based on a sliding scale 
of income not to exceed $31,900, 
after medical expenses not cov-
ered by insurance. The lower your 
income, the more the State pays 
towards your taxes.  Forms are 
available at the Assessor’s Office 
until the April 15th deadline.  

To qualify, you must meet one 
of these requirements by Jan. 

1, 2021.
•	 Age 65 or older
•	 Widow (ER)
•	 Blind
•	 Fatherless or motherless child 

under 18 years of age
•	 Former prisoner of war/hostage
•	 Veteran with a 10% or more ser-

vice connected disability, or re-
ceiving a VA pension for a non-
service connected disability

•	 Disabled as recognized by the 
Social Security Administration, 
Railroad Retirement Board, or 
Federal Civil Service.

•	 100% service connected disabil-
ity
Please bring a copy of your 2020 

Federal Income Tax return, Social 
Security Form 1099, and proof of 
all other income. 

We have a medical expense form 
available at the Assessor’s Office 
to help you list your expenses.  
Medical mileage for 2020 is $0.17 
per mile.

Please provide documentation 
& receipts along with the medical 
expense form. Receipts or end-

Property tax 

reduction sign up
of-year printouts from hospitals, 
doctors, pharmacies and other 
medical providers are the easi-
est way to provide proof of your 
medical expenses paid. Cancelled 
checks are acceptable only if ac-
companied by the corresponding 
bill from the provider.  (A can-
celled check for Medical Insur-
ance is ok.)

Medical exception
If you are filing a Federal in-

come tax return and file a Sched-
ule A for Medical deductions, a 
copy of your Schedule A will suf-
fice as proof.

A representative from the As-
sessor’s Office will be at the:

•	 Elk River Library – Tuesday, 
March 9, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

•	 Pierce Librarty – Wednesday, 
march 10, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

•	 Weippe Library – Thursday, 
march 11, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.                                                                                                    
For more information about 

this program please contact the 
Clearwater County Assessor’s Of-
fice at 208-476-7042.

By Kathy Wortman
& Wanda Payton,

The Orofino Senior Meal Site 
Grand Re-opening will be held 
Tuesday, March 2. Lunch will be 
served at 12 p.m. at the inside 
dining room of the Orofino Senior 
Meal Site, 930 Michigan Avenue

If you would like to sign up for 
home delivered meals, call Laura 
Long at the Area Agency on Aging 
at 208-798-4200, or 208-743-
5580.

Call the Orofino Senior Meal 
Site if you need any further infor-
mation regarding meals, at 208-
476-4238.

Thank you very much for all of 
the community support!

Orofino Senior 

Meal Site:

Grand Re-Opening

Wednesday
Mostly cloudy, then gradual-

ly becoming sunny, with a high 
near 40. Light west southwest 
wind.

Wednesday Night
Increasing clouds, with a low 

around 23. Calm wind becom-
ing southeast around 5 mph af-
ter midnight.

Thursday
Snow before 2 p.m., then rain 

and snow between 2 p.m. and 5 
p.m., then rain after 5pm. High 
near 42. Southeast wind 5 to 9 
mph becoming southwest in the 
afternoon. Winds could gust as 
high as 22 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 80%. New snow ac-
cumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.

Thursday Night
Rain likely before 8 p.m., then 

rain and snow likely between 
8pm and 2 a.m., then snow like-
ly after 2am. Snow level 2300 
feet lowering to 1200 feet after 
midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 33. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 70%. New snow ac-
cumulation of less than a half 
inch possible.

Friday
Snow before 11 a.m., then 

snow, possibly mixed with rain. 
Snow level rising to 1700 feet 
in the afternoon. High near 42. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. 
New snow accumulation of less 
than one inch possible.

Friday Night
Rain and snow likely, becom-

ing all snow after 8 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 28.

Saturday
A slight chance of snow before 

11 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 41.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low 

around 25.
Sunday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
43.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain and 

snow. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 30.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. 

Partly sunny, with a high near 
44.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Ian Powell called the Clearwater 
Tribune and asked if I would be 
interested in seeing the robot the 
STEM class at Orofino Junior 
Senior High School (OJSHS) had 
made. I was intrigued, and we set 
up a visit for the following day. I 
had no idea really what to expect 
of “Clifford”, but I can tell you I 
was terribly impressed by what 
our students’ were capable of cre-
ating, and what Clifford could do.
 I was fascinated by the way Clif-
ford moved.
 He could turn on a dime, the 
movements powered by a remote 
were agile and precise. Each of the 
four wheels seemed to have a mind 
of its own, able to move forward, 
backwards, and even sideways, 
Students shared why his move-
ments were so intriguing. Each 
wheel had its own motor and per-
haps 20 rubber rollers placed at a 
45 degree angle around the inside 
and outside rims of the wheel. I 
admit it was rather mind-boggling 
to understand how they worked 
together.
 Dominick Harrison and Connor 
Potratz were helpful in explaining 
what was taking place. Each had 
prior experience in programming 
and coding. The hardest part they 
said was getting each motor to 
consistently move with the others. 
Potratz said “It took a good deal 
of coding and a fair amount of 
trial and error to make it work.” 
I learned that students had to re-
place a couple motors as they had 
over-tightened them initially. It’s 
all part of the process.
 The “Mecanum” wheel is a con-
cept that has been around for a 
spell, and was actually patented in 
the United States in1972. Wikipe-
dia tells us it is also known as the 
“Swedish wheel” or “Ilon wheel” 
after its inventor, Bengt Erland 
Ilon who came up with the idea 
while working as an engineer with 
the Swedish company Mecanum 
AB.
 The motors which turn the 
wheels are wired to the computer, 
acting as the robot’s “brain” which 
sits on top of Clifford. Clifford can 
carry up to 90 pounds and still 
move like magic.
 The concept of Clifford was ini-
tiated in last year’s STEM class, 
and like many other things tempo-
rarily disrupted by the pandemic. 
At the time of my visit, Clifford 
had been completed about three 
weeks prior, having had several 
adjustments since. 
 When students were asked 
how many felt the skills they had 
gained in creating Clifford would 
be useful in their everyday lives, 
every hand was raised.
 The instructor of the class is 
Tim Gering, who has taught with-
in the district for the better part of 
his 20 years teaching
 I asked what other types of proj-
ects the class had done this year. 
Drones were quite a favorite, until 
the weather had changed. One of 
their earliest endeavors was build-
ing a battery operated car pro-
pelled by a fan. Now that the first 
phase of Clifford was complete, 
they were ready to move on to 

From left: Dominick Harrison, Jaelyn Miller, Demetrius Frye, Tony Skiles, Ian Powell, Nicholas Gra-
ham, and Connor Potratz, OJSHS students of Tim Gering’s STEM class with the robot they created, 
“Clapped out Clifford”.

“Clapped out Clifford” 

has all the moves

This is the underside of Clifford. Each wheel has its own motor and 
moves independently of the others. The creators added their hand-
print as Phase One of the project was completed.

rockets. Mr. Gering said he wasn’t 
certain exactly what was beyond 
that, “it depends on the students,” 
as the class is largely structured 
around the students’ interests.
 Gering noted that the next step 
planned by the class, in Phase 
Two of Clifford, is the feature that 
allows him to shoot T-shirts out of 
a mortar cannon attached to the 
mobile platform via compressed 
air. The class hopes to ultimate-
ly feature Clapped Out Clifford 
during various events in the gym 
where T-shirts, one at a time, can 
be shot out to the audience in the 
bleachers.
 That will of course, require 
more funding. Gering shared that 
future projects entertained by stu-
dents may include modifications 
made to enable a robot like Clif-
ford to travel outside, where the 
terrain is more challenging than a 
flat surface.  
 On behalf of the students, Mr. 
Gering wanted to thank those 
who have helped to make this 

and many other projects possi-
ble. Gold sponsors are Debco, 
NightForce, and Riverside Motel 
and Guide Shop. They thank the 
Maniac sponsors to include Patty 
Grim, Cheryl Jones. Angel Allen, 
Main St. Barbershop, and every-
one else who has donated their 
time and energy.
 “We are always looking for peo-
ple to partner with our stem pro-
gram,” adds Gering. “Our district 
has been very supportive as we 
work to provide new and challeng-
ing learning experiences, but we 
rely heavily on support from our 
community.”
  Anyone interested in support-
ing the district’s stem classes ei-
ther financially or by providing ex-
pertise, please contact Tim Gering 
at OJSHS.
More about STEM
 STEM is an acronym for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics. In a relatively 

Clearwater County Planning & Zoning swore in this year’s zoning 
commissioners at the Feb. 17 meeting. Shown (l to r) are: Doug 
Donner – P&Z Chairman; new commissioners appointed Tye Bar-
nett and Jake Pruit, P&Z Zoning Administrator Bobbi Kaufman and 
Clearwater County Commissioners Mike Ryan and Vince Frazier.

Senior Meal Site

 fundraiser breakfast
 The Orofino Fire Department 
and members of the Clearwater 
Valley Fire Department Auxiliary 
are holding a fundraiser for the 
Orofino Senior Meal Site to help 
raise much needed funds for the 
Meal Site. The breakfast will be 
held on Saturday, March 13, 7 to 
10 a.m. at the Senior Meal Site, 
930 Michigan Avenue.
 All of the proceeds will be do-
nated to the meal site.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
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