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Six-day weather 
forecast
Wednesday

   Sunny, with a high near 66. 
Calm wind.

Wednesday Night
  Mostly clear, with a low around 
39. Calm wind.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 70. 

Calm wind.
Thursday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
43.

Friday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

69.
Friday Night

A slight chance of rain. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 47.

Saturday
A chance of rain, then showers 

likely and possibly a thunder-
storm after noon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 61.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain showers before 

midnight, then a chance of rain be-
tween midnight and 3 a.m., then 
a chance of rain and snow after 3 
a.m. Some thunder is also possi-
ble. Snow level 4900 feet lowering 
to 1700 feet after midnight. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and 

snow. Snow level rising to 3000 
feet in the afternoon. Mostly sun-

(See....SBOE extends
pg 3A)

(See....In this together
pg 3A)

Two deer shot 
and left to waste....

 In order to keep Idahoans safe 
amid a growing global health pan-
demic and protect their right to 
vote, Idahoans will vote in the May 
primary exclusively from home us-
ing absentee ballots. If you want to 
vote in the election, you will need 
to request your ballot online at 
Idahovotes.gov or contact your lo-
cal county clerk. 
 Given the growing number of 
coronavirus cases in Idaho, it sim-
ply was not safe for voters, election 
workers or the larger community 
to hold in-person voting for the 
May primary. Having Idahoans re-
quest an absentee ballot and vote 
at home will protect the health 
of Idahoans, slow the spread of 
COVID-19, allow the election to 
move forward as scheduled and 
ensure that everyone can still exer-
cise their right to vote. 
 To vote in the May 19 primary, 
Idahoans MUST REQUEST their 
ballot from their county clerk or 
online through the Secretary of 

Secretary Lawerence 
Denney announces 

May Primary changes
State’s website by May 19. Once 
their ballot arrives to their home, 
voters simply fill it out and mail it 
back using the pre-addressed en-
velope. 
 “We will be sending an absentee 
ballot request to every registered 
voter that has NOT already re-
quested a ballot for May, so if you 
can’t access IdahoVotes.gov, you 
don’t need to worry,” says Secre-
tary Lawerence Denney.   
 “We will send you a request form 
to your registered address by mail 
in the next roughly 10-14 days.” 
 Voters should not wait until 
May 19 to request their ballot or 
to vote. You can start today, and as 
soon as you receive your request-
ed ballot, fill it out and mail it back 
in. 
 Voters who would normally re-
quest assistance for voting or who 
have accessibility concerns should 
please directly contact their coun-
ty clerk’s office to discuss what ac-
commodations may be available. 

 Nonresidents who purchase a 
2020 hunting license may still ap-
ply for controlled hunts that will 
occur this fall.
 At their April 4 meeting, the Ida-
ho Fish and Game Commission 
adopted a rule that temporarily 
suspends the sale of several types 
of nonresident fishing and hunt-
ing licenses, tags, and permits.  
The action is effective immediately 
and lasts until the rule is repealed 
consistent with relevant state of 
Idaho public health orders.
 The Commission found this 
rulemaking supportive of the pro-
tection of public health consistent 

Some nonresident 
licenses, permits, 

and tags sales 
temporarily 

suspended by 
F&G Commission

(See....F&G Commission

 pg 14A)

 Law Enforcement Officers with 
the USDA Forest Service are 
seeking any information the public 
has related to recent damage to 
the restroom at the Weir Creek 
trailhead, located off U.S. Highway 
12 on the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests’ Lochsa-Powell 
Ranger District.
 On March 18, Forest Service 
officials found shotgun shells 
near the restroom, as well as a 
broken window and apparent 
shooting damage to the restroom 
door. Costs to repair the restroom 
totaled $800.
 Forest Service Law Enforcement 
Officers encourage anyone with 

Forest Service law enforcement 
seeks information on damage 

at Weir Creek trailhead

Apparent shooting damage to the door of the Weir Creek trailhead restroom, discovered by Forest 
Service employees on March 18, 2020. USDA Forest Service photo

A broken window was one factor contributing to the $800 cost 
the Forest Service paid to repair the recently damaged Weir Creek 
trailhead restroom. USDA Forest Service photo

information about this incident to 
please call (208) 451-6383.
 If you witness resource or 
facility damage while visiting 
your National Forest or see 
something else that doesn’t 
seem right, please call your local 
ranger station to report what 
you saw. Contact information for 
Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests offices is available 
online at www.fs.usda.gov/detail/
nezperceclearwater/about-forest/
offices.
 The Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests reminds the 
public that certain recreation 
sites on the forest have been 

closed, effective March 28, for 
public health and safety due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Sites closed 
include developed campgrounds 
on the forest and certain other 
recreation sites including the 
Jerry Johnson, Stanley, and 
Weir Creek hot springs. More 
information on these closures is 
available online at www.fs.usda.
gov/nezperceclearwater or by 
calling your local ranger station.
 The Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests appreciates 
visitors’ safe and respectful use 
of public lands. Although certain 
sites are closed for public health 
and safety, National Forest System 
lands on the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests are not. Visitors 
are urged to take the current 
precautions recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and adhere to current 
local, state, and federal guidance 
and restrictions.

 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Amidst all the grim news of this 
pandemic, it’s so important to be 
aware of the good things happen-
ing, and there are many, if we look 
for them.
 The little note pictured to the 
right, was discovered taped to the 
door of the Clearwater Tribune 

Monday morning, signed by “6C 
Positivity” and “Orofino Strong”! 
What a thoughtful thing to do!
 We are certainly feeling the pinch 
here at the paper. News, outside of 
the coronavirus updates and ad-
vertising has dwindled.
 I was one of the skeptics to ever 
believe Orofino would face its own 
toilet paper shortage and when in-
deed it hit, sufficed with Kleenex 
facial tissue until I could find an 
available four-pack. I missed this 
much taken-for-granted commod-
ity we call TP, and was beginning 
to wonder if I would ever be able 
to “Squeeze the Charmin” again.
 I thought I’d save myself a trip 
down the bare aisle when I asked 
the cashier if they by chance they 
had any toilet paper.
 She asked me if I was out and 
I nodded, I thought it was more 
information than she needed, so 
I didn’t share about the Kleenex. 
Magically, she pulled out a couple 
of rolls and put them in a bag and 
handed them to me. I tried to pay 
her for them but she simply said, 
“No charge!”

This little note was discov-
ered taped to the door of the 
Clearwater Tribune Monday 
morning, signed by “6C Positivi-
ty” and “Orofino Strong”!

We’re all

in this together

 Wow, I felt like I had won the 
lottery! What a happy girl! Who 
would believe how exciting scoring 
two rolls of toilet paper could be? 
For that matter, I can’t believe I’m 
even writing about this. But it’s 
the little things that keep us going, 
when we need it most.
 A friend of mine shared she re-
cently received a “little bouquet of 
encouragement” from the local flo-
rist. When I asked who had sent it, 

 As Idaho education officials 
grapple with what the end of this 
school year will look like amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the State 
Board of Education (SBOE) unan-
imously agreed Monday to extend 
the soft closure but give flexibili-
ty to Idaho’s school districts and 
charter schools as they determine 
new ways to meet requirements 
and gauge students’ readiness in 
high school civics and early read-
ing.
 That flexibility extends to 
whether individual districts and 
schools reopen in their school fa-
cilities later this spring or contin-
ue to operate remotely under soft 
closure, not resuming their tradi-
tional school schedule until next 
fall. The board’s initial order for 
soft closure would expire April 20, 
but Monday’s board action means 
the, soft closure would continue 
for the remainder of each district 
or charter school’s calendar for 
the current school year unless an 
individual district or school satis-
fies criteria to reopen. Those cri-
teria will be developed in conjunc-

SBOE extends soft closure, 
grants flexibility to schools

tion with state and local health of-
ficials in accordance with national 
guidelines.
 Granting maximum flexibility to 
districts has been the top priority 
for Superintendent of Public In-
struction Sherri Ybarra, who is in 
frequent contact with school and 
district leaders, including weekly 
webinars discussing all aspects 
of operation under the pandemic. 
Each district’s and school’s situ-
ation is different as they work to 
continue instruction and services 
to students during the soft clo-
sure.
 Latitude for districts was also 
the key in two successful motions 
by Superintendent Ybarra. In one 
action, the board waived the re-
quirement that a high school se-
mester credit hour equal 60 hours 
of total instruction while schools 
deal with the disruption from 
Covid-19 and transition to dis-
tance learning. 

In other action, board members 
agreed to ask Gov. Brad Little to 
use his executive powers to waive 

ny, with a high near 57.
Sunday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
32.

Monday
A slight chance of rain. Snow 

level rising to 3500 feet in the af-
ternoon. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 59.
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