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Clearwater County 

reports two recent 

COVID-19  deaths
 Two deaths were reported 
in Clearwater County due to 
COVID-19, both men in their 70s. 
Four COVID-19 cases were con-
firmed in the county last week.  
Three new cases were reported 
in Lewis County, seven in Idaho 
County, 16 in Latah County and 
36 in Nez Perce County.
 There have been 208 new cas-
es in Nez Perce County since Aug. 
6 and 372 cases and one death 
reported in the past 14 days. Ac-
cording to the Public Health – Ida-
ho North Central District website, 
there were 143 cases in July, com-
pared to the 338 cases confirmed 
so far in August.

 The Bedrock Fire, that ignited 
north of Lenore on the afternoon 
of Wednesday, Aug. 11, led to the 
evacuation of Lenore residents 
about two hours after the fire was 
first reported, which was around 
1:05 p.m. The wildland fire rap-
idly grew to 6,000 acres that first 
night. As of this Tuesday, Aug. 17, 
the fire was 51% contained. It’s lo-
cated on the north side of Highway 
12, between Lewiston and Orofi-
no, approximately 26 miles east 
of Lewiston and 16 miles west 
of Orofino. The fire had burned  
11,251 acres on Tuesday.  All 
evacuations had been transitioned 
to “Ready” status at press time on 
Tuesday. Stage 2 Fire Restrictions 
remain in effect.

Fire timeline
 At 2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, 
Nez Perce County Sheriff Bryce 
Scrimsher lifted the evacuation 
order. At 4:40 p.m. that Thurs-
day, Sheriff Scrimsher re-issued 
an emergency order for the restart 
of evacuation in Lenore. The fire 
had flared back up at River Road 
from Bedrock Road to Lenore 
Grade. By that evening the fire 
had burned an additional 2000 
acres.
 The Forest Service, Nez Perce 
Tribal Fire Department and sev-
eral local fire districts, along with 
seven engines and three helicop-
ters, battled the blaze early on. 
Idaho Department of Lands Fire 
Bureau Type 3 Team, Josh Har-
vey, Incident Commander (I.C.), 
and Scott Hayes, I.C. trainee, 
would take over command of the 
fire. 
 A report provided by Scott Phil-
lips, policy and communications 
chief at the Idaho Department of 
Lands, stated that as of Friday, 
Aug. 13, at 4 p.m., two primary 
and one secondary resident, along 
with 12 outbuildings had been de-
stroyed in the fire. One other pri-
mary residence received damage.
 Nez Perce County Emergency 
Management reported  on Sat-
urday, Aug. 14, a  Level 3 (GO)  
had been issued for River Rd., 
Lenore Grade, Sunnyside Bench 
Rd., Cooks Grade, Cooks Hollow, 
Cream Ridge Rd. (to Cavendish 
Hwy).  SOUTHWICK: South Rd. 
from Tarbet to Zero Point Rd., 
Driscoll Rd., McIver Rd. to the 
County Line.
 A Level 2 (SET) was put in place 
for Sunnyside Bench Rd. from 
Cooks Grade to the Clearwater 
County line and all lanes.  Hanks 
Grade, Parks Rd., Davis Rd., 
South Rd. from Davis to Tarbet, 
south of the Southwick Rd. from 
Hepler to the Clearwater County 
line.
 “READY” (Level 1) was issued for 
the Leland area: Leland communi-
ty, Leland Rd., Reil Rd., Southwick 
Rd., Herman Meyer Rd.  Cameron 
community: Southwick Rd., North 
Rd. North of Southwick Rd. from 
Koepp Rd. to Clearwater County 
line and extending north 1 mile of 
Southwick.
 A READY level was Extended 
from Nez Perce county line to ¼ of 
a mile east of the Cavendish Hwy.  
From Little Cedar Rd. to the inter-

Cause being investigated

Bedrock Fire burns residences, 
prompts evacuations

section with Sunnyside Bench Rd. 
and extended to the Clearwater 
River.
 A community meeting with 
Clearwater County Sheriff Chris 
Goetz, Nez Perce County Sheriff’s 
Office Chief Deputy Mike Rigney, 
Idaho State Forest Craig Foss and 
Bedrock Fire Incident Command-
er Josh Harvey was held Saturday 
at LeBaron Park.
 As of Sunday, Aug. 15, the fire 
size was at 10,424 acres and was 
20% contained. The Rocky Moun-
tain Area Type 2 Incident Man-
agement Blue Team took over the 
fire on Sunday. Multiple burnout 
operations had been performed 
throughout the previous two days 
to remove unburned fuel along the 
Bedrock Creek drainage to pre-
vent the fire from spreading.

 Some of the evacuation advi-
sories between Lenore and Cav-
endish were downgraded Sun-
day. Areas that were previously 
under Level 3 evacuations were 
reduced to Level 1, meaning resi-
dents there could return but were 
advised to remain ready to leave if 
conditions worsened. The down-
graded areas included Lenore, 
Sunnyside Bench, South Road, 
Southwick, Cavendish, Cameron 
and Leland.
 Several roads remained closed, 
including Cream Ridge Road, 
Hanks Grade, Cooks Grade, McIv-
er and Driscoll roads and South 
Road from Tarbet Road to Zero 
Point Road. Other roads remained 
open to local traffic only.

The 2021 Wild Weippe Rodeo Grand Marshals are Linda and Mike 
Jackson. See page 5A of this week’s issue for a schedule of events. 
The Rodeo is planned for this weekend. Photo by Nichole Sutton of 
Ivy and Ember Photography

By Norma Brand
When the request came from 

Marcie at the Clearwater Tri-

bune to interview this years Wild 
Weippe Rodeo Grand Marshals 
Mike and Linda Jackson, I readily 
accepted.  

The Jacksons work as a team 
to run their cattle and hay ranch. 
Their busy day starts at 5 a.m. 
and finishes around 7:30 or 8 
p.m.  When I contacted them 
about the interview they gracious-
ly volunteered to come to our farm 
after their day was done. 

We talked about their reaction 
to the invitation to be this years 
Grand Marshals.  Mike never saw 
himself as a cowboy, he said he 
doesn’t even own a cowboy hat; 
but he and Linda do support the 
rodeo by providing a place for the 
stock contractor and his crew to 
stay while they are here for the ro-
deo. 

Mike remembered one time en-
tering the Cow Milking Contest 
with his friends Ralph Newcome 
and Mark Hansen, they got milk in 
the bottle and won enough money 
to attend the rodeo the next day. 

When the rodeo grounds were 

Jacksons are 2021 
Wild Weippe Rodeo 

Grand Marshals
developed Mike’s dad Mick helped 
build the loading chutes.

Mike and Linda are the first 
in the Jackson family to serve 
as Grand Marshals for the Wild 
Weippe Rodeo. 

The 4-H Program has been an 
important part of their lives as 
they were growing up and their 
children have also benefitted.  
Mike remembered the first year 
his daughter Cheyenne decided 
to do a market steer, she was so 

By Elizabeth Morgan
Orofino City Council members 

approved several action items on 
the agenda at their regular meet-
ing Aug. 10, to include the amend-
ed Open Container Ordinance and 
the Revocable Encroachment Per-
mit contingent on approval from 
the Idaho State Beverage Control 
to ensure all establishments sell-
ing alcoholic beverages, are prop-
erly licensed and conform to the 
law.

Ordinance
Action item Ordinance No. 814 

was passed. An amendment to a 
portion of the Open Container 
Code, Ordinance No. 745, Titled 
General Offenses, Title VI, Chap-
ter 1, section 30, 6-1-30: to read: 
Possession of an open container 
of alcoholic beverages in public 
places: It shall be unlawful for any 
person to consume any alcoholic 
beverage or to have in his or her 
possession any open container of 
any alcoholic beverage in a pub-

Austin Bird (right) was recognized by Mayor Sean Simmons, 
Orofino City Council and the Orofino Fire Department with an 
Award of Commendation to recognize his bravery and dedication 
to the community of Orofino, as he rescued a senior citizen out of 
her house during the Canada Hill fire on July 11, packing her up 
the hill to safety.

City’s open container 
ordinance amended 

lic place within the city limits of 

(See....Jacksons
pg 4A)

By Tammy Gilmer
Orofino Celebrations. Inc. Au-

gust monthly meeting will be 
Tues., Aug. 24, 6 p.m. at the White 
Pine Building. Orofino Lumber-
jack Days is set for Sept. 15-19.  
The theme is “Sweet Delights and 
Carnival Lights.”

Weekly meetings will be on 
Tuesdays from the Aug. 24 meet-
ing through the week after the fair. 

Merchandise should be coming 
soon and will be available at Elite 
Repeats as in the past.  There will 
be t-shirts and hoodies available.   

Watch for posts on our Face-
book page. We are still waiting 
for pre-sale carnival tickets to be 
sent.   When they arrive, that too 
will be posted on the Facebook 
page.

OCI monthly 
meeting Aug. 24

By Dean A Opsal CSS, President 
North Idaho Corvette Club

The North Idaho Corvette 
Club will be conducting an Idaho 
scenic Highways Cruse in Honor 
of the passing of Jerry Justice, a 
911 first responder that recently 
passed away due to complications 
from the tragic events of Sep 
11 2001, and to honor all 911 
responders. 

The Club will be stopping and 
spending the night in Orofino this 
Saturday, Aug. 21. 

Over $750,000 worth of 
Corvettes will be arriving in 

North Idaho 

Corvette Club 

coming to Orofino

(See....Corvette Club
pg 4A)

(See....City’s open container
pg 18A)

(See....Bedrock Fire
pg 4A)

Gordon Balla took this photo along Highway 12 of the Bedrock Fire. The fire, whose cause is being 
investigated, started Wedneday, Aug. 11, near Lenore.

Wednesday
A 50 percent chance of show-

ers. Partly sunny, with a high near 
75. Northwest wind 3 to 6 mph. 
New precipitation amounts of less 
than a tenth of an inch possible.

Wednesday Night
A 40 percent chance of showers 

before 7 p.m. Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 52. Northwest wind 
around 6 mph becoming calm.

Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

84. Light and variable wind be-
coming west northwest around 6 
mph in the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

57.
Friday

A 20 percent chance of showers 
after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 85.

Friday Night
A slight chance of showers 

before 7 p.m., then a chance of 
showers and thunderstorms be-
tween 7 p.m. and 1 a.m. then a 
chance of showers after 1 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
57.

Saturday
A chance of showers, with thun-

derstorms also possible after 1 
p.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 80.

Saturday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms, mainly before 7 p.m. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
55.

Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

83.
Sunday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
53.

Monday
Sunny, with a high near 80.
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