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Six-day weather 

forecast

(See....County Road
pg 10A)

(See.......Chamber
pg 16A)

CVHC Wishing
Tree.................

Wednesday
Areas of fog before 11 a.m. Oth-
erwise, partly sunny, with a high 
near 55. Calm wind.

Wednesday Night
Areas of fog after 5 a.m. Otherwise 
partly cloudy, with a low around 
33. Calm wind.

Thursday
Areas of fog before 11 a.m. Oth-
erwise, mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 56.

Thursday Night
Areas of fog after 2 a.m. Other-
wise, mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 37.

Friday
A slight chance of showers before 
11 a.m., then a chance of rain af-
ter 11 a.m. Areas of fog before 8 
a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy.

Friday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 36.

Saturday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
52.

Saturday Night
A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 37.

Sunday
A chance of showers. Cloudy, with 
a high near 54.

Sunday Night
A chance of showers. Cloudy, with 
a low around 38.

Monday
A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 52.

 Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forests District Ranger Andrew 
Skowlund invites the public to an 
open house for the new North Fork 
Ranger District office on Thurs-
day, Nov. 14 from 3 to 6 p.m.  
 The new office is located adja-

North Fork Ranger District 

hosts open house Thursday
cent to the old office at 12740 US 
Highway 12 in Orofino. 

 Refreshments will be served, 
and Smokey Bear will be available 
to greet the public and for photo 
opportunities from 4 to 5 p.m.

According to a Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) report, on Thursday, Nov. 7 at approximately 
4:41 a.m. CCSO responded to a log truck accident at milepost 1.2 on Grangemont Road in Orofino. 
Also responding to the call were Orofino Ambulance and Rescue 3 and Idaho State Police (ISP). The 
truck was owned by Finke Logging and operated by Danny C. Huddleston Jr., 55, of Weippe. Hud-
dleston was transported by Life Flight to St. Joseph Regional Medical Center, Lewiston. The crash is 
being investigated by ISP. No other vehicles were involved in the accident.

By Ryan Smathers
Orofino Mayor
 Greetings, Team High Five – 
Community leaders – Providers 
– Community Partners. We have 
been gathering data about our 
community and it’s time to get 
an ACTION PLAN around how to 
maximize the Blue Cross Founda-
tion funding! 
 The purpose of this grant is to 
develop grassroots solutions to 
address challenges youth face in 
accessing healthy food and phys-
ical activity. 
 If you’re an Orofino resident 
and would like to give feedback 

Community Transformation 

Grant - High Five!
on changes you’d like to see to 
youth physical activity and access 
to healthy food in the community, 
please claim your free ticket here.
 Join us Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6 to 8 
p.m. at Orofino High School Caf-
eteria, 300 Dunlap Road, Orofi-
no, to create a shared vision of 
transformation for Orofino under 
the High Five! Grant. Expect to 
participate in conversation and 
activities to develop a vision and 
focus for the grant... and FREE 
DINNER!
 PLEASE RSVP through this 
Link: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/78280955445

By Pam Jones
 Go back in time on Friday, Dec. 
6, to a stable in Bethlehem where 
the baby Jesus was born on that 
first Christmas day. The scene is 
complete with Mary and Joseph, 
the baby Jesus, angels, shep-
herds, wise men and even a few 
live animals.
 You won’t really be back in Beth-
lehem, but the atmosphere will 
feel like you are really there, at 
least for a few minutes, while you 
partake of the spirit of the season 
at the annual Live Nativity scene 
during the Christmas Festival on 
Friday, Dec. 6, at the Orofino City 
Park.
 There will be multiple presen-
tations through the evening with 
the first one just after the Lighted 

Annual Christmas Festival set

Live Nativity Friday, Dec. 6
Christmas Parade. Presentations 
will take place approximately ev-
ery half hour. Each presentation 
lasts about 20 minutes with a 
break in between.

Help in putting on this inspira-
tional presentation is needed in 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 There were few seats remaining 
as members of Orofino Chamber 
of Commerce gathered in the back 
room of the Ponderosa Nov. 6, for 
their general monthly meeting. It 
was great to see all the faces! The 
Chamber’s new Executive Direc-
tor, Jordyn Howell was warmly 
received by all and did her utmost 
best to greet every person as they 
arrived.
 Members were sad to learn the 
Chamber’s Vice President, Danny 
Lund has accepted a position in 
Spokane and will be soon leaving.
 The guest speaker for the day 
was Mayor Ryan Smathers.
 Before going into his “State of 
the City” address, Smathers took 
a moment to thank the communi-
ty for their continued support and 
acknowledged the beginning of his 
fourth term in office. He was gen-
erous in his praise of the people 
he worked with, to include City 
staff members and their depart-

Chamber hears State 

of City address

County Road and 
Bridge Deptartment 
faces year without 

SRS funding
By Elizabeth Morgan
 With the beginning of the 2019-
2020 Fiscal Year the status of the 
county budget sounds much the 
same as in previous years. It is 
lean, with minimal amounts of 
funds to address all the needs of 
our county, particularly our roads 
and bridges, and it doesn’t appear 
to be getting better anytime soon.
 We all knew it was coming, 
we just didn’t know when. With 
the recent loss of approximately 
$500,000 in SRS Funds which 
were designated for the ounty’s 
Road and Bridge Department, 
the county will have to stretch the 
budget a little thinner. The depart-
ment is still making payments on 
a grader purchased last year. 
 “We hear about the roads every 
year,” said County Commissioner 
Rick Winkel, “but there’s very little 
control over the situation. We have 
to continue doing the best we can 
with what we have.”

(See....Live Nativity
pg 10A)

The annual Live Nativity scene will be held on Friday, Dec. 6, 
during the Orofino Chamber of Commerce Christmas Festival.

Law enforcement are shown at the entrance to a driveway Tuesday on Neff Road, off of Crow Bench 
Road, located on Upper Fords Creek Road in Orofino. According to Clearwater County Sheriff Chris 
Goetz, “On Tuesday, Nov. 12, the Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office, with the assistance of other law 
enforcement agencies, served a Writ of Ejectment at 139 Neff Road, Orofino. The writ was from case 
number CV 18-18-0408 in Clearwater County and was to remove defendants and all of their goods 
from the property. The defendants in the case are Donna and Charles Nickerson and Does 1-10 inclu-
sive, including all unknown persons in possession of real property at 139 Neff Road.” The statement 
from the sheriff stated Donna Nickerson had repeatedly made statements about the Clearwater County 
Sheriff’s Office having to shoot her to get her off of the property. The press release went on to say, “As 
of 2:30 p.m. Tuesday all persons had been removed from the property with one unidentified female ar-
rested for trespassing. Personal property is currently being removed and put into storage.” According 
to a website established by the Nickerson family, ithappenedtous.com, the family alleges they are be-
ing targeted for their religious beliefs. They accuse J.P. Morgan Chase Bank of an alleged “terrorist at-
tack against their family.” The Nickersons allege the bank is attempting to take their property without 
due process. The family is in the middle of a similar dispute in Montana, according to their website.

ments as well as the City Council.
 Smathers assured members of 
the Chamber the City of Orofino is 
performing very well. He went on 
to discuss the following topics:

OBC expansion 
 Ground has been broken for the 
Orofino Business Center site for 
the expansion for SJX Boats. The 
City was awarded a Rural Com-
munity Block Grant of $300,000 
from the Idaho Department of 
Commerce to expand the facility. 
The sole bid received seemed ex-
ceptionally high. When the project 
was pared down and re-negotiat-
ed, the city received an additional 
$32,000 from the Department of 
Commerce. The city will pay the 
local match of $237,000.
 Smathers noted that the money 
from the city did not come from 
the tax payers’ dollars but rath-
er through the rent collected on 
the building.  SJX will purchase 
$400,000 in new equipment as 
well, enabling the company to hire 

additional employees, with living 
wage salaries.

Fire chief
 For the first time in the city’s 
history, Orofino hired full time 
Fire Chief Jon Hoyt. “The city got 
by with a paid volunteer depart-
ment, but with some of the insur-
ance regulations the city faced as 
businesses were forced to become 
insured, fire inspections and the 
proper equipment were becom-
ing more and more important. 
We didn’t have anyone on the staff 
that had the knowledge to do that 
and Hoyt has done an extremely 
good job since his arrival. Though 
I don’t see Orofino ever being 
able to have a full-time paid de-
partment, it is necessary to have 
a chief who is there consistently. 
It has also helped with our other 
concern which is reporting to the 
state, opening the door to new 
grant opportunities.”
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