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Sports & School -  4A, 7A, 8A & 14A 

Six-day weather 
forecast

By Jennifer Bruns,  
IF&G Regional 
Communications Manager

The Nez Perce-Clearwater Na-
tional Forest with the assistance 
of Idaho Fish and Game and var-
ious agency staff have been work-
ing on updating the future forest 
management direction. The draft 
revised forest plan and environ-
mental impact statement (DEIS) is 
now available for public comment. 

We encourage sportsmen and 
women to take advantage of this 
opportunity to review the plan and 
provide input. Formal comment 
period runs until March 19, 2020. 
Comments may be submitted at: 
http://bit.ly/NezClearFPRCom-
ments. 

We also encourage you to attend 
an open house event on the Forest 
Plan Revision where information 

Dopey Challenge
The ultimate endurance

challenge.............

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council met Jan. 
14, for their regular meeting. A 
full agenda brought out more at-
tendees than usual.
 The council noted their appreci-
ation for outgoing Councilmember 
Don Gardner who has served on 
the council since 2012.
 Mayor Ryan Smathers was 
sworn in, followed by re-elected 
members Jennifer Dunaway and 
Josh Tilley, as well as Doug Don-
ner who returns to serve on City 
Council after an eight year ab-
sence.
 Councilman Sean Simmons 
was elected Council President to 
serve as Mayor Pro-tem when nec-
essary.
 Ironically, it was a moment later, 
that Smathers informed Simmons 
the time to stand in as mayor had 
already arrived, and the Mayor 
recused himself for the following 
item of business.

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 Todd Perry led the discussion 
on the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission’s findings and recommen-
dations for the Special Use request 
to have a four-plex multi-family 

On behalf of Orofino City Council, Mayor Smathers (right) noted 
their appreciation for outgoing Councilmember Don Gardner who 
has served on the council since 2012.

Mayor, city council 

members sworn in
dwelling unit in a single-family 
dwelling district, filed by Wendi 
Richardson. A public hearing was 
held Dec. 17, 2019.
 There was no supporting testi-
mony, no written or verbal corre-
spondence and no opposing testi-
mony submitted. Emmett Bonner 
offered uncommitted testimony, 
expressing his concern over the 
number of vehicles which would 
be permitted at the four-plex, as 
he accesses the back of his prop-
erty from Jaeger Lane.
 Once closed for further public 
comment, the Commission agreed 
to the application, but requested 
that the condition of one and a 
half parking spaces be allowed for 
each unit, and that no recreational 
trailers or boats could be parked 
on the premises.
 The council, upon reviewing the 
information and additional site 
maps indicating parking, unani-
mously approved the request.
Not our creek, not their creek, 

but everyone’s problem…
 Administrator Laam, Council-
man Gardner and Annie Connor 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 It’s been a productive two years 
since North Idaho Whitetails For-
ever (NIWF) was founded by a 
handful of local sportsmen who 
came together to discuss the de-
clining populations of whitetail 
deer. They talked to others and 
found they had many supporters 
who believed that not only the 
numbers were declining, but the 
health of the deer were also in 
jeopardy.
 The hunting region in our area 
had one of the longest harvest 
seasons in the state, and second 
tags were readily available. Rarely 
did they see the size and quality 
of game their fathers and grandfa-
thers talked about so often.
 The group met with local Fish 
and Game on several occasions 
but were not convinced they re-
alized what had to be done to re-
store the herds. NIWF went to gun 
shows, the Tribe, and the Idaho 
Wildlife Federation. They also re-
alized the importance of taking 
their concerns to the Commis-
sioners’ meetings in Boise.
 In March of 2018, three mem-
bers testified against the extreme-
ly long hunting season in the 
Clearwater region and successful-
ly achieved a reduction for Unit 
10A of 11 days and the elimina-
tion of a second tag throughout 
the 2020 season.
 News of their success spread 
and four new NIWF Chapters were 
formed with hopes of expanding 
their efforts to better manage the 
whitetail herds. In March of 2019, 
members returned to the Com-
missioners meeting in Boise to 
testify against the four long sea-
sons in the Elk City Area and once 
again were successful in reducing 
the harvest season and second 
tags in Units 16A, 17, 19 and 20.
 In September of 2019, the gov-
ernor chose not to reappoint Com-
missioner Blanco. He had been 
supportive and most helpful in 
working through the maze of wild-
life issues and how to challenge 
the IDFG successfully.
 NIWF is now asking for mem-
bers and the community’s support 
more than ever. Financial support 
is needed to continue lobbying in 
Boise. The public is invited for a 
membership drive and fundraiser 
in Orofino at the VFW, Feb. 1 at 4 
p.m. A Tikka T3X Lite rifle will be 
raffled to raise funding. (See ad on 
page 12)

NIWF seeks 
support 

through 

fundraiser 
Feb. 1

Wednesday
A slight chance of rain and snow 

before 11am, then a chance of 
rain. Snow level 1600 feet rising 
to 2600 feet. Cloudy, with a high 
near 43. Light and variable wind. 
Chance of precipitation is 30%. 
Little or no snow accumulation 
expected.

Wednesday Night
Rain likely, mainly after 11pm. 

Cloudy, with a low around 38. Calm 
wind becoming east southeast 
around 5 mph after midnight. 
Chance of precipitation is 70%. 
New precipitation amounts of less 
than a tenth of an inch possible.

Thursday
Rain likely, mainly before 

11am. Cloudy, with a high near 
45. Light southeast wind. Chance 
of precipitation is 70%. New 
precipitation amounts of less than 
a tenth of an inch possible.

Thursday Night
A 40 percent chance of rain, 

mainly after 11pm. Cloudy, with a 
low around 40.

Friday
Rain. High near 46. Chance 

of precipitation is 80%. New 
precipitation amounts between 
a tenth and quarter of an inch 
possible.

Friday Night
A chance of rain, mainly before 

11pm. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 39.

Saturday
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 48.
Saturday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 41.

Sunday
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a 

high near 47.
Sunday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 39.

Monday
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 47.

Mayor Ryan Smathers was sworn in by City Clerk Janet Montambo, followed by re-elected city council 
members Jennifer Dunaway and Josh Tilley, as well as Doug Donner, who returns to serve on City 
Council after an eight year absence. From left: Smathers, Tilley, Donner and Dunaway. Photos by 
Donna Larson

Opportunity for public comment on 
Nez Perce-Clearwater Forest plan

will be provided on the process. 
Events are planned throughout 
Northern Idaho and into West-
ern Montana. Additional details, 
locations and dates are available 
on the website. Contact Forest 
Planner, Zach Peterson at sm.fs.
fpr_npclw@usda.gov or at 208-
935-4239 with questions.

Thanks to the Orofino VFW Harold Kinne Post #3296 members, the 
“Welcome to Orofino” signs, located at the east and west entrances 
to town on Highway 12, have been replaced with new signs.

 Herman “Les” Eaves, former 
Clearwater County Ambulance 
Director, entered an amended 
plea agreement of guilty Jan. 21, 
in District Court at Clearwater 
County Courthouse before Judge 
Gregory FitzMaurice.
 The complaint filed April 23, 
2019, alleges one count of grand 
theft by embezzlement, in excess 
of $1,000, the complaint specifi-
cally alleges over $30,000 to have 
been taken from Clearwater Coun-
ty Ambulance Service (CCAS) be-
tween Jan. 1, 2015 and July 31, 
2018.
 Eaves entered a plea of “not 
guilty,” at an earlier arraignment 

Amended plea entered by 

former ambulance director
in October of 2019.
 Due to a conflict of interest 
with the prosecutor of Clearwater 
County, Nez Perce Deputy Pros-
ecutor Jessica Uhrig is handling 
the case.

 FitzMaurice asked Eaves to 
contact Probation and Parole to 
schedule a pre-sentence investiga-
tion in the near future. The report 
will be instrumental regarding 
the sentence imposed. A date for 
sentencing was set for Mar. 24, at 
2:30 p.m.
 Eaves is represented by Attor-
ney William Fitzgerald, and re-
mains free without bail.

 An arraignment for 37 year-
old Cassie Madsen was held at 
Clearwater County Courthouse 
Jan. 21, with Judge Gregory Fitz-
Maurice presiding.
 The state has filed felony 
charges against Madsen for aiding 
and abetting aggravated battery.
 Madsen was the owner and op-

Madsen enters plea of not 

guilty for aiding and abetting 

aggravated battery charges
erator of the vehicle which drove 
Jessica Colpitts to the home of 
23 year-old Samantha Fignani 
on May 22, 2017, who was shot 
at point blank range. Madsen 
had described events leading up 
to and immediately following the 
shooting in her testimony.
 The maximum sentence for aid-
ing and abetting aggravated bat-
tery is 15 years in prison and up 
to $50,000 in fines/restitution.
 Madsen is represented by Attor-
ney Tom Clark of Clark and Fee-
ney Law Firm in Lewiston.
 A pre-trial conference is set for 
May 19, at 1 p.m. with a jury trial 
scheduled for June 8 at 9 a.m.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 If ever the African proverb, “It 
takes a village to raise a child,” 
was relevant to the situation, it is 
now.
 Educating our children and 
preparing them for the future is 
no easy task. Neither is asking a 
community largely comprised of 
retired citizens for yet another 
school levy. But the elections will 
be here before we know it and 
Joint School District #171 is in 
high hopes that the community 
will come through once more.
 It takes a lot to keep the district 
running, and presently requires 
an annual budget of $17 million, 
which is funded through 17 differ-
ent agencies.
 Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Garrett is eager to share why the 
request is so important and be-
lieves transparency is key. 
 Though all school districts 
struggle to some degree, our dis-
trict is unique for several reasons. 
Our rural district encompasses 
students in Clearwater County, 
and a small portion of Nez Perce 
and Lewis counties.
 “It’s important to know we are 
very frugal with the money. The 
amount we are asking for this year 
is the same amount we asked for 
last year,” noted Garrett. “We’re 
not doing anything bigger or bet-
ter than previous years, we’re still 
just getting by.

It takes

a village…

(See......It takes a village

on pg 12A)
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