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Wild Weippe
Rodeo Collage...

Driver in fatal crash 

charged with felony 

manslaughter
 According to court documents, 
Wayne M. Hodges, 22, of Orofi-
no, has been charged with felony 
vehicular manslaughter in Lewis 
County Magistrate Court. A pre-
liminary hearing was held Mon-
day, Aug. 19.
 The charge is the result of a July 
30 head-on crash on U.S. Highway 
12, resulting in the death of a mo-
torcyclist. According to the docu-
ments, Hodges was driving a 2001 
Acura CL, traveling eastbound 
when he crossed left of center, 
almost striking a first motorcy-
clist. Hodges reportedly struck an 
oncoming 2011 Harley-Davidson 
tricycle-type motorcycle, driven 
by Joe Armstrong, 76, of Dufur, 
OR. The crash occurred two miles 
south of Kamiah, with Armstrong 
dying at the scene.
 A related crash happened at the 
same time, when a 2011 Dodge 
3500 pickup pulling a utility trail-
er, driven by Thomas Wishard, 
52, of Longview, WA, collided into 
stationary farm equipment locat-
ed off the side of the road. Wis-
hard was attempting to avoid the 
initial collision.
 Court documents state Hodges 
was charged with manslaughter 
as prosecutors allege gross neg-
ligence in his “crossing over the 
center line into oncoming traffic 
without any attempt to correct or 
stop his vehicle.”
 The accident was investigated 
by Idaho State Police.

 The merchandise for Lumber-
jack Days is now available for 
sale. The themed T-shirts, “Boots, 
Jeans, and Clearwater Dreams” 
are available at Elite Repeats.  

The 2019 Orofino Lumberjack Days Royalty are shown here modeling the themed merchandise, in 
front of Elite Repeats. They are (l to r): Royalty Princess Stephanie Melton, Princess Emily Nelsen, 
Queen Kennedy Howell and Princess Samantha Leidheiser. Photo by Tammy Gilmer

Lumberjack Days 

merchandise is here!
 The shirts come in gray and 
dark brown, in sizes youth small, 
medium, large and adult small 
thru 3x. 
 They also have hats in red, 
white, and camo and the red but-
ton down shirts and polo shirts. 
 Sweatshirts are also there in 
gray and dark brown. 
 Shop early to insure you get the 
size and color you want. Merchan-
dise will not be available at the 
park, so the only way to get items 
is to shop early.
 A special edition shirt in black 
or navy is available at LCCU in 
sizes adult small thru 3x. These 
shirts will only be available during 
LCCU work hours.

Six-day weather 

forecast
Wednesday

Partly sunny, with a high near 95. 
Calm wind.

Wednesday Night
A 40 percent chance of showers, 
mainly after 11pm. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 60. West wind 
6 to 15 mph, with gusts as high 
as 21 mph.

Thursday
A 20 percent chance of showers 
before 11am. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 84. Calm wind 
becoming west around 5 mph in 
the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 
55.

Friday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 88.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
58.

Saturday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 89.

Saturday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 
56.

Sunday
Sunny, with a high near 87.

Sunday Night
Clear, with a low around 56.

Monday
Sunny, with a high near 87.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council adopted a 
tentative FY 2019-20 Budget in the 
amount of $6,941,495 at their reg-
ular meeting Aug. 13.
 The budget exceeds last year’s 
budget by $348,185. City Trea-
surer Donna Wilson presented the 
synopsis, explaining the total is a 
bit higher than last year’s budget 
to cover expenditures needed for 
vital repairs to the one million 
gallon water reservoir on Canada 
Hill. The other substantial expense 
anticipated this year is for the pur-
chase of a new street sweeper for 
the city.  A public hearing date is 
set for Aug. 27.

Petitions, applications, 
appeals, communications

 The council appointed Brett 
Blimka to fill the vacancy left by 
former Commissioner Eric Knight 
on the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. 
    The council approved a request 
from Linda Dugger of New Life 
Church to block off Johnson Ave. 
from Michigan to College Ave. for 
a community block party event on 
Sept. 28, from 3 to 10 p.m.

Departmental reports
   Administrator Rick Laam ex-
plained that as the city looks over 
existing leases, some have expired 
or are due to expire. The city will 
renew or update the contracts with 
Nadl Sanitation, SJX Jet Boats 
and ASE Signs at the Orofino 
Business Center (OBC). The coun-
cil also needs to determine how 
to proceed with Lamar Advertis-
ing who maintains the billboards 
along Hwy. 12. Their 20 year lease 
is due to expire in Feb. of 2020.
 The company would like to re-

Bart Jones (left) has been appointed to Assistant Fire Chief. Andrew 
Bird was promoted from Cadet to Firefighter.

Tentative budget 

adopted by council, public

 hearing set for Aug. 27
move the trees which have grown 
around the signs for better visi-
bility if the lease is renewed. The 
city has not yet determined if they 
wish to tie up the land with bill-
boards for another 20 years, as 
space with level ground along Hwy 
12, is limited. 
 Laam also discussed the city’s 
25 year non-exclusive electrical 
franchise agreement with Avis-
ta which is up for renewal in 
2025. Until the annexation of 
Konkolville, Avista was the sole 
provider of service in the city. 

 The preliminary hearing for 
Herman “Les” Eaves has been 
moved to Sept. 16, at 9 a.m. in 
Clearwater County.
 Eaves is charged with one count 
of grand theft by embezzlement 
against Clearwater County Am-
bulance Service (CCAS). Due 
to a conflict of interest with the 
Clearwater County Prosecutor, the 
case will be handled by Nez Perce 
County Deputy Prosecutor, Jessi-
ca Uhrig.
 Eaves remains free without bail, 
and will be represented by Public 
Defender William Fitzgerald. 

Hearing
postponed

By Elizabeth Morgan
 The LCSC Outreach Conference 
room was filled to capacity, for the 
budget hearing of the Clearwater 
County Free Library District 
(CCFLD) Aug. 13.
 Chair Jim Everrett opened the 
floor for discussion and received 
many comments both in favor and 
opposing CMPL’s request for a 17 
percent increase in the budget 
over last year.
 Former CCFLD Treasurer 
Marge Kuchynka expressed the 
increase of almost $30,000 was 
an exorbitant amount and was 
concerned the district would not 
be able to sustain that type of re-
quest. Kuchynka reminded every-
one in the room that a contract 
still has not been renegotiated 
and she was unsure how a line 
item could be budgeted without a 
signed contract.
 Jill Lynch remarked that CMPL 
had never asked for enough from 
the district in the past. 
 Kaye Weller stated she thought 
the amount was a reasonable re-
quest, adding that that some areas 
of the budget had decreased. Tech 
support is essential, people now 
come to the library to learn about 
computers.
 Lynn MacEachern said that she 
was excited about the library’s ex-
pansion and the ability to provide 
a higher level of service.

Budget approved by CCFLD; 
CMPL contract still on the horizon

 Carmen Griffith asked about 
the expense for AFLAC, noting 
that it had never appeared on for-
mer budgets of the library. CCFLD 
voted to add the supplement to 
their full time employee benefits. 
CMPL wished to offer their em-
ployees the same benefits.
 With no further input from the 
audience the board went into de-
liberation. CCFLD was requesting 
$123,894 for their 2020 budget 
and CMPL asked for $212,000 for 
a total of $335,894. The technolo-
gy fund is set at $10,000 for main-
taining the computers in both li-
braries.
 Trustee Kim Cox noted she was 
uncomfortable with those figures, 
as the district’s anticipated rev-
enue was $340,660. The budget 
was over by $4,811.
 Discussion continued amongst 
the board as they continued to 
crunch numbers, more comments 
were taken. An hour had passed. 
A decision seemed no closer than 
when the meeting had started. 
 Former Clearwater County 
Commissioner Don Ebert had 
been listening from the back of the 
room and asked to speak. He said 
he was familiar with the struggle 
both boards have endured. He 
said he was much less concerned 
about the budget as for the unity 
of the people. “I think the board 
should focus on mending relation-
ships, working together and mov-
ing forward. I believe that is way 
more important than the budget. 
You can be sure that we all want to 
be fair, and we all want to do what 
is best for our patrons and their 
children.”
 After a moment of silence there 
was a hearty round of applause to 
Ebert’s statement.
 The budget was unanimously 
approved as proposed and trust-
ees moved on to the next item.
 Both directors were asked to 
share their reports with the au-
dience. In the past trustees re-
ceived the notices but they were 
not always featured during the 
meetings. Everrett believed it was 
a good way for all to better un-
derstand what our libraries were 
doing. Amongst all the financial 
reports and duties, it is through 

these reports that we learn of all 
the good things our efforts are cre-
ating.  
 New business included discus-
sion on counsel from ICRMP rep-
resentative, Mr. Cafferty. A meet-
ing for trustee training is planned 
for Aug. 26, at 3 p.m. in Weippe.

 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last  week’s 
weather was 
not  avai lable 
at  press  t ime

Last year’s weather

August 13 
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
84
87
91
95
97
92
94

Min.
51
52
52
54
61
59
57

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.01
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather
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