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Six-day weather 
forecast

Orofino teacher chosen for 
INDEEDS award............

Wednesday
A 20 percent chance of rain before 

11 a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 65. 

Wednesday Night
A 20 percent chance of rain after 

11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 46. Light south wind be-
coming south southeast 9 to 14 mph 
after midnight. Winds could gust as 
high as 20 mph.

Thursday
Rain. High near 59. Chance of 

precipitation is 80 percent. New pre-
cipitation amounts between a half 
and three quarters of an inch pos-
sible.

Thursday Night
Rain. Low around 40. Chance of 

precipitation is 80%. New precipi-
tation amounts between a half and 
three quarters of an inch possible.

Friday
Ran likely. Cloudy, with a high 

near 51.
Friday Night

Rain likely, mainly before 11 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 30.

Saturday
A chance of rain and snow. Snow 

level 2000 feet. Cloudy, with a high 
near 41.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain and snow,. Most-

ly cloudy, with a low around 22.
Sunday

A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 37.

Sunday night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

17.
Monday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 38.

 The Best Western Lodge at Riv-
er’s Edge in Orofino, once again, 
received the coveted M.K Guertin 
Award, Best Western® Hotels & 
Resorts’ most prestigious honor 
recognizing top-performing hotels 
within the company. The award 
was presented the last week of Oc-
tober at Best Western’s first-ever 
Virtual Convention in front of a 
large virtual audience consisting 
of hoteliers across the company’s 
brand portfolio, corporate staff 
and senior leadership, and indus-
try partners and peers.
 The Orofino Best Western has 
proudly earned this award for 
10 years running, which requires 
a huge undertaking for both the 
service team and the management 
teams. The award is given only 
to hotels that rank in the “best of 
the best” based on customer sur-
vey’s and hotel inspections. The 
surveys are unique because they 
allow each overnight stay guest to 
give an unbiased review of every 
aspect of their stay.
 They also allow the hotel Man-
agers to respond personally to ev-
ery person. The Lodge’s Manager, 
Tanna Zywina, goes above and be-
yond by responding personally to 
each and every survey, and there 
were over 1600 survey’s taken last 
year.
 The Best Western Lodge at Riv-
er’s Edge is one of only 60 hotels 
out of more than 2,200 Best West-
ern-branded properties in North 
America to receive this award.
 “I am so proud of the team that I 
work with. I am an extremely com-
petitive person and the team is as 
well. They know my expectations 
and they go above and beyond to 
achieve them while thinking out of 
the box to make each guests stay 
unique and memorable. I could 

Orofino’s BEST WESTERN Lodge at River’s Edge 

recognized with the brand’s most esteemed honor
not be prouder. I am honored 
and fortunate to be a part of this 
team,” says Zywina.
 Generally Zywina would travel 
in person to the annual world-
wide Best Western Convention to 
receive the award, but this year, 
Best Western Hotels & Resorts’ 
Virtual Convention presented a 
unique opportunity for the com-
pany to gather virtually to cele-
brate its many successes despite 

the unprecedented challenges of 
2020.  When asked about how 
her team has risen to the occasion 
during the 2020 pandemic Zywi-
na responded “During these chal-
lenging times, the team continues 
to perform as usual.  We have add-
ed additional precautions at our 
property, but the staff has always 
been thorough and top-notch, so 

In response to detection of IHN 
virus, Fish and Game hatchery 
staff at Magic Valley Fish Hatchery 
removed approximately 96,000 
juvenile B-run steelhead from pro-
duction. The IHN virus is not un-
common in southern Idaho fish, 

Eggs shipped from Clearwater Fish Hatchery

Juvenile steelhead removed 
at Magic Valley Hatchery

but the strain of the virus detect-
ed in the fish at the Magic Valley 
Hatchery is not known to be native 
to the area. 

The virus was identified in rou-
tine health screening of the fish, 
which had been shipped as eggs 
from the Clearwater Fish Hatch-
ery, located in Ahsahka, which 
is also operated by Fish and 
Game. The particular strain of 
IHN virus found in the fish that 
were removed is found in through-
out much of the Pacific Northwest, 
including the Clearwater Basin. 

To avoid potential amplification 
and spread of this strain of virus 
in the Magic Valley, fish in affect-
ed raceways at the Magic Valley 
Hatchery were euthanized the day 
after the viral detection was re-
ported.  Samples were collected 
from all other raceways at the fa-
cility to ensure that the virus has 
been eradicated.  Approximate-
ly 1.5 million fish remain at the 
hatchery for continued rearing.

The euthanized B-run steelhead 
were scheduled to be released into 

Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) and CPTPA responded to milepost 3 on Road 247 near 
Headquarters, for a report of a camper on fire on Monday, Nov. 2 at approximately 10:54 p.m. Upon 
arrival, the camper, belonging to Bryan A. Paul, 44, of Harpster, was fully engulfed in flames. CPTPA 
was able to extinguish the fire. The camper was estimated to be a total loss. The fire was determined 
to be caused by an unattended electrical heater. Photo by CCSO

Shown (l to r) for the Best Western Lodge at River’s Edge in Orofino are: Danielle Brown, Stacy 
Montambo, John Ivey, Joann Crow, Lila Terkla, Lori Sutton, Kacey Clein, Tory Knapp, Dove Eller and 
Tanna Zywina.  Front row, Catalina Zavalza.  

(See.....Orofino’s BEST WESTERN
pg 5A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Councilmembers 
met for their regular meeting held 
Oct. 27. Councilwoman Jennifer 
Dunaway attended via teleconfer-
ence call.
 Clearwater County Economic 
Development Specialist Chris St. 
Germaine presented the proposed 
agreement between the state and 
city for the Transportation Alter-
natives Program (TAP) Safe Routes 
to School (SRTS) program.
 The program’s objectives will be 
to work with the school district to 
create a part-time position to im-
plement Bike Rodeos, “Walking 
buses”, educational materials to 
distribute to kids regarding walk-
ing and biking safety, as well as 
bike helmets and flags.
 The city had been awarded a 
grant of $52,202 for the next three 
years with a 7.75 percent match 
to be paid by the Blue Cross Foun-
dation through the Community 
Transformation Grant, so there is 
no cost to the city.
 The agreement requires the 
council’s approval which was con-
firmed with the passage of Resolu-

Council approves Safe 
Routes to School contract

tion 20-497 later that evening.
Other petitions,

applications, appeals, 
and communications

 Reporting the outcome of a re-
cent public hearing held by Orofi-
no Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion and the Reasons for Findings 
for a Special Use Application sub-
mitted by Paul Nelson was Todd 
Perry. Nelson was not present at 
the P&Z public hearing Oct. 20. 
 Nelson’s request to the city 

(See.....Council approves
pg 5A)
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1 Orofino 685 4 689 289 41.9% 253 256 252

2 Orofino 601 10 611 294 48.1% 264 262 261

3 Orofino 726 5 731 332 45.4% 292 284 287

4 Orofino 443 3 446 244 54.7% 218 214 216

5 Orofino 619 4 623 298 47.8% 266 265 267

6 Fraser 91 4 95 78 82.1% 70 72 65

7 Greer 44 8 52 48 92.3% 37 37 38

8 Teakean 231 2 233 114 48.9% 105 103 103

9 Weippe 526 4 530 343 64.7% 302 293 299

10 Headquarters 21 0 21 17 81.0% 16 15 15

11 Ahsahka 363 2 365 155 42.5% 131 132 134

12 Pierce 376 1 377 190 50.4% 171 167 168

13 Elk River 136 0 136 120 88.2% 100 97 94

14 Grangemont 115 7 122 104 85.2% 85 84 84

15 Absentee 1,837 #VALUE! 1,452 1,382 1,398

Co. Total 4,977 54 5,031 4,463 #VALUE! 3,762 3,663 3,681

LEGISLATIVE DIST 7

STATISTICS
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VOTING

(See.....Juvenile steelhead
pg 5A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 We all remember the last pres-
idential election, and thought it 
was the most controversial presi-
dential election in U.S. history, un-
til this election. President Trump 
and former Vice President Biden 
have campaigned like never before 
amidst the ongoing and escalating 
pandemic.
 More than one hundred million 
Americans voted early. The chaos 
surrounding how to vote, whether 
in person or via absentee ballot, 

Ryan re-elected Commissioner 

for District 1; Presidential race 

still undetermined at press time

Mike Ryan

by mail, or early in person has 
challenged the most determined 
to decide as to which method was 
the most reliable. Not many elec-
tions have encompassed the scru-
tiny or divisiveness that the Gen-
eral Election of 2020 has evoked.
 Locally, a very close race ensued 
between Incumbent Mike Ryan 
and Chris St. Germaine. Ryan 
(with 2,371 votes) defeated St. 
Germaine Ryan (with 1,942 votes) 
to win the District I, County Com-
missioner seat (a four year term). 

President
 In Clearwater County, Republi-
can Donald J. Trump drew 3,453 
votes for President of the United 
States.

Democratic
 Joseph R. Biden received 827 
votes.

Libertarian
 Jo Jorgensen came in third 
with 47 votes.

County races
 Republican Vince Frazier ran 
unopposed for County Commis-
sioner Second District (two year 
term) to fill the vacancy of John 
Smith receiving 3,689 votes. A 
write-in candidate received 12 

(See....Ryan re-elected
pg 9A)


