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 According to a press release 
Monday, June 22, from Clearwater 
County Sheriff Chris Goetz, af-
ter searching for 11 days the 
Clearwater County Sheriff ’s Office 
(CCSO) has suspended the search 
for Gordon White, 78, of Orofi-
no. The search involved not only 
Clearwater County Search and 
Rescue members but also many 
community members and other 
Search and Rescue Units from all 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Before the construction of the 
Harold Kinne Veteran of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 3296, Earl Beck 
remembers when the first VFW 
meetings were held upstairs in the 
Orofino Fire Hall, members later 
took over an old plumbing shop 
in the back rooms of the old Wal-
rath’s Insurance offices. “We put in 
a bar with 11 slot machines which 
would eventually raise enough 
money to go toward building the 
current post.
 ‘It was a lively bunch back 
then,” says Earl, “the desk I sat at 
probably still has marks from the 
gavel I used to bring meetings to 
order. Eventually we had plans for 
a new post.”
 The new building was con-
structed and Earl has remained 
dedicated and true to the cause of 
helping veterans throughout the 
decades.
 Veterans and Auxiliary mem-
bers of Post 3296 joined Earl, 
his family and friends on June 2 
at the VFW Post to honor all the 
years of service to his country, his 
fellow comrades and his commu-
nity. 
 Earl was born in the winter of 
1924, in Tamarack, ID. The family 
left Tamarack the following spring 
and moved to Washington before 
settling in Wapato, WA. Earl was 
not quite 10 in 1934, when the 
family of five and one little bulldog 
moved from Wapato, WA, to Orofi-
no via a covered wagon drawn by a 
team of horses. The journey took 
11 and a half days.
 Earl attended school at the New 
Hope school near the Ahsahka/
Cavendish Grade and graduated 
from eighth grade. He admitted he 
had never attended high school, 
as he was needed at home to look 
after the farm while his dad was 
out working in the woods. In time, 
Earl worked in the woods and 
on various ranches until he was 
drafted into the Army at the age of 
19.
 The year was 1944 and Earl 

Earl Beck honored for 75 

years of service to VFW

VFW 75-year plaque, pin and patch was awarded to 95-year-old 
Earl Beck. on June 2, with VFW, Auxiliary, family and media pres-
ent, Commander Dave Owsley took great pride in presenting to 
Past Post Commander (1950-51) Earl Beck a plaque, pin and patch 
celebrating his 75 years as a VFW member. Congratulations Earl 
and THANK YOU for your service!

was sent to Camp Roberts in 
California for Basic Training. He 
was able to return home for a two 
week visit before having to report 
back to Fort Ord, CA. From there, 
Earl shared the unforgettable ex-
perience of transport by cattle car 
to Fort Lawton, Seattle, where he 
was shipped by Kaiser ship to Ha-
waii for additional training before 
being sent to Okinawa to unite 
with the 96th Infantry Division, 
following the 7th, and the 77th In-
fantry Divisions. 
 Earl was the platoon runner of 
supplies, ammunition, and mes-
sages from the company com-
mander to the troops pinned 
down in foxholes along the ridge. 
”I didn’t enjoy it one bit, but you 
do what you’re told to do.” He said 
he had made numerous trips up 
and down the ridge that day and 
was at the bottom of the ridge 
when he stepped on a mortar shell 

that would cost him his lower leg. 
“I was with the outfit two days less 
than a month when I got hit, but 
I decided to make the best of it. 
There was nothing courageous 
about it, I had to help my bud-
dies.”
 Earl spent nine months at 
Bushnell Military Hospital for Am-
putees in Brigham City, UT. It was 
there that he received intensive 
physical therapy and learned how 
to use his new leg. Each amputee 
had to have the authorization of 
the Colonel to be discharged. “I 
walked, and was asked numerous 
other times to walk before other 
officials.” He said he remembers 
overhearing the Colonel say, “I 
want all my soldiers to walk like 
that!”
 While he was at Bushnell, Earl 
said he had the opportunity to 
shake hands and chat a few min-
utes with President Harry S. Tru-
man as he came by to visit the 
troops.
 Earl returned home and worked 
at the Mercantile here in Orofino. 
He married Dorothy Tierney in 
1956, raising her son Rick, from a 
previous marriage as his own and 
fathered two more sons, Gordon 
and Dean. The couple divorced 
in 1968. He worked as a Sheriff ’s 
Deputy for a couple years and with 
the State Highway Department for 
22 and a half years, before retir-
ing. 
 Snowmobiling is one activity 
Earl really enjoys, the other is 
fishing. He shares stories of fish-
ing in various locations with his 
brother, to include Alaska, the Sea 
of Cortez and even Australia.
 There’s no doubt about it, thick 
or thin, Earl Beck has spent a 
life time of service to his country 
and community and has definitely 
made the best of all life has to 
offer.
 

Search for missing 

Orofino man suspended
over Idaho, Montana, Washington 
and Oregon. 
 “I would like to thank everyone 
that volunteered to help with the 
search and those that provided 
food and supplies for the search-
ers. There were several people 
that dropped everything else and 
came and helped search every day 
of the search. This case will re-
main open until Gordon is found,” 
reported Sheriff Goetz.
 White has not been seen since 
Wednesday, June 10, at 4 p.m. 
when he went for a four-wheeler 
ride on his property at 7003 Dent 
Bridge Road. Friends and neigh-
bors searched late that day for 
him. About 11 p.m. CCSO was 
contacted and further search ef-
fortswere conducted for several 
more days. 
 Gordon is six feet tall, weighs 
170 pounds, and has gray hair 
and brown eyes. He was last seen 
wearing a gray striped t-shirt and 
blue jeans. He has dementia which 
had recently gotten worse.
 Anyone who may have any infor-
mation is asked to call CCSO at 
208-476-4521.

Gordon White

 Governor Brad Little an-
nounced the appointment of Don 
Ebert as the Clearwater Region 
representative on the Idaho Fish 
and Game Commission.
 “I am humbled and honored 
to be appointed to the Fish and 
Game Commission by Governor 
Little,” Ebert said. “I look for-
ward to the opportunity to serve 
him and the citizens of this great 
state.”
 Ebert is a Weippe resident, life-
long Idahoan, and he and his wife, 
Cammie, own and operate Mary 
Ann’s Groceries in Weippe. Ebert’s 
appointment is effective immedi-
ately.
 “As a former county commis-
sioner, landowner and sportsman, 
Don brings a unique perspective 
to the Idaho Fish and Game Com-

Governor Little appoints 
Don Ebert to Fish and 

Game Commission

mission,” Governor Little said. 
 “I appreciate his willingness to 
continue his service to the people 
of the Clearwater Region.” 

Don Ebert

By Kathy Coles
 Pierce will clean-up this 
Saturday, June 27, in many ways! 
First, our Clean-Up Day starts at 9 
a.m. at Pierce Community Center 
parking lot - bags will be available 
for all volunteers. Second, the 
Disaster Preparedness event 
begins at 10 a.m., also at PCC. 
 This event will feature the Pierce 

Pierce Community Day is set for Saturday
Fire Department and Clearwater 
County Sheriff ’s Back Country 
Search and Rescue Team. This 
includes the Search and Rescue 
Team’s helicopter, which will land 
in the ballfield. 
 All are invited to visit the 
helicopter and its team, and learn 

The Clearwater County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Team’s 
helicopter will land at the Pierce Ballfield on Saturday.

Family members Kathryn and Gordon Beck, Rick Tierney, and 
Larry Beck gather around Earl Beck and his granddaughter Tamara 
Beck (l to r) at the award ceremony held June 2, honoring 75 years 
of service to Harold Kinne VFW Post #3296.

Orofino Creek Bridge 
construction begins, 
detour for Harmony 

Heights Loop
By Pam Jones, Administrative
Assistant, Clearwater County 
Road and Bridge
 Please be advised that construc-
tion on the new Orofino Creek 
Bridge began June 15. Built in 
1960, the current structure is 
load restricted and has reached 
the end of its service. When com-
pleted, the new bridge will be wid-
er and feature two 11-foot lanes 
and shoulders. 
 During construction traffic 
will have to go around Harmony 
Heights Loop via the Deer Creek 
Road side. The project is expect-
ed to last approximately 90-days. 
Work is scheduled Monday - Fri-
day during daytime hours. Motor-
ists are encouraged to slow down 
and pay attention when traveling 
in this area. Clearwater County 
appreciates your patience and is 
sorry for any inconvenience. 
 If you have any questions, please 
contact Richard Kinder, HDR En-
gineering, Inc. at 208-631-9653 or 
the Road Department at 208-476-
4813.

By Melanie Barrett
Clearwater County Fair Board
 The Fair Board is developing 
multiple contingency plans, 
should they be needed to comply 
with any governmental orders 
that may be in place at the time 
of the Clearwater County Fair, set 
for Sept. 16-20, 2020. The public 
health of our community is a 
priority focus for this event.
 Please be aware that 
modifications may be made 
through the coming months to 
address any concerns. Even in 
this time of uncertainty, we are 
working hard to support our 4-H 
youth programs, event partners, 
vendors, and community 
participants.

“Sweet Delights and Carnival Lights” 

Clearwater County Fair will go on!!!
 As a vendor, or for booth 
rentals at our event, we ask that 
you carefully consider what plans 
you will have in place to assure 
the safety of you, your staff and 
the public during the Clearwater 
County Fair. This could include 
but is not limited to such practices 
as Sneeze Sheilds, no public 
contact, hand sanitization, masks 
and no cash sales.
 At this time we have no 
additional requirements for 
vendors or booth rental, but 
considering the uncertainty of the 
times, we may need to put those in 
place in order to still conduct the 
fair.
 For booth rental, please contact 
Cynthia Hedden at 208 827-2429.

(See....Pierce Community Day

pg 5A)

By Tammy Gilmer
OCI Secretary
 It is with lots of consideration, 
discussion and regret that the 
Orofino Lumberjack Days com-
mittee is postponing the 73rd 
Annual Lumberjack Days until 
September 2021. The group met 
at our first monthly meeting in 
March with the decision that the 
latest date we could meet and de-
cide would be June, as to whether 
we would proceed with this year’s 
Lumberjack Days. This is the first 
time in the 73 year history that 
Lumberjack Days has been post-
poned and/or canceled.
 Information was gathered from 
the medical community, the De-
partment of Health, and in talking 
to other area festivities planning 
committees, we feel that the risk 
is not worth proceeding this year. 
Our group does not want to be the 
ones responsible for the first case 
of Covid-19 to be brought here be-
cause of the fair and we don’t want 

OCI decides 73rd Annual Orofino 
Lumberjack Days will have to 

wait until next year
that burden on our conscience.
 OCI understands that people 
want normalcy, but OCI also real-
izes that we cannot make everyone 
happy. We appreciate the individ-
uals that have reached out to us, 
and especially those that were 
kind enough to say that they knew 
it was going to be a hard decision, 
but individuals also felt confident 
that members would weigh all the 
options and make the best deci-
sion.
 As of Tuesday, June 23, the 
Clearwater County Fair is still 
proceeding Sept. 17-20, 2020. 
That means the exhibit building 
and barn will still be open as nor-
mal. All the other normal activi-
ties are the responsibility of Orofi-
no Celebrations and will not be 
happening.
 Orofino Celebrations hopes that 
Covid-19 will be controlled and 
that the 73rd Annual Orofino Lum-
berjack Days will be held Sept. 
16-19, 2021.
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