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According to Wes and Kristin Heckathorn, who live on Riverside, 
at about 8:40 p.m. on Saturday, June 4, this small (cinnamon) 
black bear scaled the five foot chain link fence around their yard, 
and quickly took down their bird feeder. The squirrel proof feeder 
proved to be too much work for the young bear, so it snacked on 
what little had spilled, and then headed for another feeder. At that 
time they chased him from the yard. About 45 minutes later they 
heard several dogs barking and people shouting, near the intersec-
tion of Hartford Avenue and 128th Street. A resident confirmed 
that the same bear was confronted and chased off by residents, 
after they were alerted by the dogs. Heckathorns notified the Ida-
ho Department of Fish and Game, and an officer recommended 
that they take down bird feeders and secure their trash for about 
a week, and it should move on. Its present whereabouts are un-
known. Photo by Wes and Kristin Heckathorn

By Elizabeth Morgan
Mary Margret Davis, of Orofi-

no, is hardly the type of woman to 
sit around twiddling her thumbs. 
“They ask me why I do it,” said 
Mary Margret, “I don’t know why,” 
she said, “Why not? Why does the 
chicken cross the road? Because 
it’s there and because I can, I 
needed a third Bloomsday shirt to 
make all three of my grandsons a 
T-shirt quilt.”

Yes, Mary Margret just turned 
80 this year and finished her third 
Bloomsday Run in Spokane, WA, 
all 12 kilometers or 7.46 miles 
with a finishing time of 02:38:58.

She shares that her first race 
was about 10 years ago, in 2012. 
She went with her daughter and 
her grandkids. She signed up 
again in 2018 and was accompa-
nied by her sister-in -law and her 
youngest daughter. Her sister-in-
law accompanied her this year as 
well. She went with intentions to 
watch and realized she wouldn’t 
be allowed on the course without 
being a participant. “So she signed 
up and we both finished the race.”

Mary Margret said she sends 
the family all ahead of her and 
sets her own pace. “There are 
runners and walkers, and I’m a 
walker,” said Mary Margret, “but 
somehow we find each other again 
beyond the finish line.”

When asked if the race becomes 
easier with experience she notes 

Mary Margret just turned 80 this year and finished her third 
Bloomsday Run, all 12 kilometers or 7.46 miles with a finishing 
time of 02:38:58.

It was just 

something to do…
she was 10 years younger in the 
first race she attended. In 2018, 
she had spent a good time walking 
the dog as they spent the winter in 
Arizona, and for this year she said 
she went to the gym regularly and 
walks about 1.5 miles or 25 min-
utes daily. “With the colder weath-
er we’ve had this spring, I’m not 
so excited to get out walking but 
the treadmill at the gym is pretty 
reliable.”

She tells me that the course has 
inclines and descents, to add the 
challenge, it’s not all level ground. 
The weather was mild this year, 
about 50 degrees. “I wore a light 
windbreaker and was glad to have 
it as I saw a few clouds form. By 
no means was I sweating! The 
course is pretty and I love looking 
at the old architecture in some of 
the more historic neighborhoods.”

“It’s difficult to imagine the 
number of volunteers it must 
take,” notes Mary Margret. Of 
course, Mary Margret would be 
conscientious of this aspect being 
a remarkable volunteer herself!

For the 46th annual run, Mary 
Margret remarked attendance was 
down a bit, with approximate-
ly 22,000 participants, the last 
two years’ numbers impacted by 
Covid.

The first Lilac Bloomsday Run 

A check was presented in the amount of $1,000 made by the family of Pam White, past Clearwater 
Valley Fire Districts Auxiliary (CVFDA) President, in memory of Pam to CVFDA. The presentation was 
made on Friday, June 3 at the Fiesta en Jalisco restaurant. Pictured (l to r): Jodi Muser, Joshua Wort-
han, Grant Worthan, CVFDA President Cheryl Jones, Jim White, Traci Worthan and Jessica Worthan. 
Photo by Barbara-Lee Jordan.

Orofino Rotary 
Club scholarship 
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This year’s Deer Creek Fishing 
Derby will be held on Saturday, 
June 11, 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Deer 
Creek Reservoir, north of Pierce 
on State Highway 11, There will 
be a six fish limit on aggregate 
weight. Weigh-in will close at 2:30 
p.m. June 11 is also Free Fishing 
Day in Idaho.

For more information on the 
Deer Creek event, see the ad on 
page 7A of this week’s issue.

Deer Creek 
Fishing Derby

Wednesday
A 20 percent chance of rain 

after noon. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 76. Calm wind becom-
ing west southwest around 5 mph.

Wednesday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 

55. Light and variable wind.
Thursday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
82. Light and variable wind.

Thursday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 60.
Friday

A slight chance of rain, then a 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after noon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 82. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%.

Friday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms before midnight, then 
a chance of rain after midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
63.

Saturday
A chance of rain, then showers 

likely and possibly a thunder-
storm after noon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 77.

Saturday Night
Showers likely and possibly a 

thunderstorm before midnight, 
then a chance of rain after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 58.

Sunday
A chance of rain and thunder-

storms. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 72.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 51.
Monday

A chance of rain. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 67.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Chamber members greet-
ed Scott Schlegel, guest speak-
er at the general meeting of the 
Clearwater County Chamber of 
Commerce (CCCC), June 1.
 Schlegel is the community li-
aison from Elite Home Health 
and Hospice based in Clarkston, 
which also serves Lewiston, Mos-
cow, and surrounding commu-
nities of Troy, Juliaetta, Orofino, 
and Kamiah. He addressed the 
three types of care offered by Elite 
and helped to clarify the confusion 
and misunderstanding regarding 
hospice.
 Folks are often resistant to the 
idea of help, even if it means do-
ing with less or going without as-
sistance. It doesn’t have to be that 
way.
 Home Health is one option for 
individuals who are homebound, 
requiring major effort to leave 
their homes. This may include 
post-surgery care, illness, or age 
related impairment. Along with a 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
to provide personal home care to 
include bathing, hygiene, and light 
housekeeping, an Occupational 
Therapist and Physical Therapist 
are also part of the team to pro-
vide rehabilitative care.
 Another service provided by 
Elite is Palliative Care which is 
new in being offered to keep pa-
tients comfortable as possible at 
home. Typically the care is more 
advanced and the above team is 
joined by a nurse practitioner with 
the authority to administer medi-
cation as necessary. A social work-
er is also available for assistance 

A conversation no 

one likes to have
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Clearwater County Public 

Surplus online auction to 

take place
Clearwater County has now 

started its first online auction us-
ing Public Surplus, www.public-
surplus.com to auction surplus 
vehicles and equipment. 

Public Surplus is the largest 
public auction company used by 
government entities to sell surplus 
items. 

By using an online auction com-
pany Clearwater County hopes to 
receive the highest amount possi-
ble for surplus equipment. This 
allows us to reach a nationwide 
audience that we cannot reach 
with local auctions. 

These surplus items were pur-
chased with taxpayer dollars and 
we hope that reaching a larger 
online market will bring back the 
maximum value for the taxpayers. 
Instead of doing one large auction 
this will allow us to auction a cou-
ple of items at a time making it 
more manageable for the County. 

The first item currently up for 
auction is a 1999 Dodge 3500 van 
from the Sheriff ’s Office. The auc-
tion will be open for two weeks 
and here is the link if you are in-
terested in bidding: http://www.
publicsurplus.com/sms/auction/
view?auc=3057427 

http://www.publicsurplus.com
http://www.publicsurplus.com
http://www.publicsurplus.com/sms/auction/view?auc=3057427
http://www.publicsurplus.com/sms/auction/view?auc=3057427
http://www.publicsurplus.com/sms/auction/view?auc=3057427
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