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Sports & School - 7A, 8A, 13A & 14A 

Six-day weather 
forecast

Orofino Cheer Team 
wins 2A Grand Champion
trophy.......

Clearwater Highway 
District load limits 

in effect
The Clearwater Highway Dis-

trict Commissioners announce 
that all Highway District roads in-
cluding Dent to Elk River and the 
Elk River area have load limits in 
effect.

The maximum gross vehicle 
weight allowable will be 30,000 
pounds by Idaho Code #49-1005. 
There will be NO Exceptions to 
this limit.

For further information call the 
Clearwater Highway District at 
208-435-4686.

The National Park Service 
(NPS) has selected Laura Law as 
the new chief of interpretation and 
education for Nez Perce National 
Historical Park, Whitman Mission 
National Historic Site and Big 
Hole National Battlefield.

Laura Law has been the educa-
tion specialist at Glacier National 
Park since 2005. She has a mas-
ter’s degree in science education 
and an undergraduate degree in 
natural resources with a focus 
on urban geography and native 
plant restoration. Before coming 
to Glacier, Laura taught middle 
school science in south Florida. In 
addition to Glacier National Park, 
Laura has worked for the NPS for 
over 28 years at sites that include 
the Alaska Public Lands Infor-
mation Center, Olympic National 
Park, and Everglades National 
Park.  She also worked seasonally 
for the U.S. Forest Service as a wil-
derness kayaking ranger in south-
east Alaska and for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service assisting with 
native plant restoration in Texas.  

“Laura’s experience and suc-
cess in interpretation, educational 
outreach, and tribal partnerships 
will serve our parks, the public 
and partners well,” said Super-
intendent Mike Gauthier. “We are 
excited to add Laura to our team 
and share her energy and exper-
tise with our surrounding com-
munities.”

Laura will join the parks in Feb-
ruary 2020. 

Established by an act of Con-
gress in 1965, the Nez Perce Na-
tional Historical Park focuses on a 
people who live in a landscape that 
ancestors called home. The story 
of the Nez Perce is told through 
thirty-eight sites scattered across 
four states - Idaho, Montana, Ore-

Laura Law, Nez Perce National Historical Park interpretation and 
education chief.

Laura Law named chief 
of interpretation and 

education for Nez Perce 
National Historical Park

gon, and Washington. The Nation-
al Park Service administers nine 
of these sites.

Big Hole National Battlefield 

American Association

 of University Women

 to assist with voter

 registration Feb. 10
 The American Association of 
University Women will be assisting 
with voter registration on Monday, 
Feb. 10, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
in the lobby of the Orofino V.F.W., 
330 Michigan Avenue.  
 Stop by to get registered. 

Auxiliary 

Valentine’s 

Card Party 

and Pie Social
 The Clearwater Valley Hospital 
(CVH) Auxiliary will hold their 
traditional Valentine’s Card Party 
and Pie Social on Wednesday, Feb. 
12 at the Orofino VFW Hall. 
 Doors will open at 11 a.m., 
when slices of homemade pie and 
coffee will begin to be served to the 
public. 
 Games of bridge, pinochle, 
and bunco will begin promptly 
at 12:30 and end at 3 p.m., with 
awards of prizes. 
 Everyone who attends en-
joys this event with a Valentine’s 
theme, colorful decorations and 
a welcoming group of Auxiliary 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council met Jan. 
28, for their regular meeting. Im-
provements at the airports have 
been a frequent topic at the meet-
ings. Here’s the latest update on 
the tree removal.
 City Administrator Rick 
Laam has been in contact with 
TD&H Engineers regarding the 
airport improvement project. He 
announced that formal bids for 
the second and third phase of air-
port improvements were sent out. 
Phase One, sealcoating, or “reha-
bilitation” of the runway, has been 
completed. The City hopes to re-
sume work on the other two proj-
ects recommended by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) as 
soon as possible.
 Laam explained Phase Two, the 
obstruction clearance phase of the 
project, has been put out two oth-
er times as an informal bid. Only 
one contractor responded. The 
bid was rejected because of the 
overall cost for removing the trees 
located on both the north and east 
sides of the airport.
 “A formal bid process will in-
crease the cost of the project,” 
said Laam, “but should open the 
door for alternative options in the 
event that no bids are received. 
The bid opening is Feb. 13.”
 An option that TD&H is consid-
ering is to chip the trees after they 
are felled and spread the chips 
throughout the east end of the 
airport. This would create about 
a four-inch layer of chips which 
would eventually decompose. 
Small piles of chips would also 
be kept at the airport where local 
citizens would have access too, for 
their private use. Any good trees 
fallen would be stockpiled and 
used as free firewood for the pub-
lic.
 It was noted that any stockpil-
ing of chips or wood should be on 
the west end of the airport and 
not the east end. Due to the recent 
sealcoating on the east end, the 
council was concerned about los-
ing these improvements if logging 
activity were to take place in this 
area.

One would never
 imagine getting rid of a 
few trees in this county 

could be so difficult
 The council had reservations 
about how Phase Two improve-
ments would take place but re-
alized the city is out of options. 
Laam will continue to discuss this 
issue with the city’s engineer.
 The third phase of improve-
ment concerns a portion of Run-
way Safety Area (RSA) in between 
the runway and Highway 12 where 
an existing ditch is located. FAA is 
requiring the city to relocate the 
ditch outside of the RSA, which 
means the ditch would have to 
be moved approximately five feet 
closer toward Highway 12. The 
ditch eventually runs into a cul-
vert at the west end of the airport 
and into the Clearwater River.
 Watch for further developments 
to come!

More departmental reports
    With the leaving of Councilman 
Don Gardner, Laam reminded the 
Council that a new representative 
was needed to fill his vacancy on 
the Clearwater County Economic 
Development Council. He asked 
for those interested to come forth 
at the next meeting.
 Laam deferred the rest of his re-
port to executive session.
 Treasurer Donna Wilson sub-
mitted the financial reports for 
bills and payroll for comments or 
questions, but had no further re-
port.
   Building Official Todd Perry was 
not in attendance.
   Public Works Supervisor Shane 
Miller wanted to thank those re-
sponsible for the rain dance as his 
department has enjoyed a tempo-
rary reprieve of plowing, and have 
been able to spend more time on 
vehicle maintenance.
 Police Chief Jeff Wilson in-
formed the council that Officer 
Tom Remington has complet-
ed the Instructor Development 
Course and will attend the Fire-
arms Instructor Certification in 
May. 
  Water/Wastewater Supervisor 
Mike Martin reported that unlike 
Miller, he was not as pleased with 
all the rain as it meant his depart-
ment was extremely busy with 
“more water than usual,” flowing 
into the wastewater plant.
   Fire Chief Jon Hoyt added his 
sentiments to the rain discussion, 
“The yards are too green too soon. 
It’s great for January, but it will 
be trouble this summer,” imply-
ing a bigger threat for wildfires 
later in the year. “Our department 
has stayed really busy with calls, 
with not so much time for main-
tenance.”

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 In preparation for the 
Clearwater River Rush Jet Boat 
Race to be held June 19 through 
June 21, this summer, father and 
son organizers, Dale and Chris 
Barger requested a letter of sup-
port from the City for the Idaho 
Transportation Department.
 Barger also asked permission 
from the council to close John-
son Avenue from First St. to Col-
lege Avenue for the boat show. A 
request for additional barricades 
to be placed at the park’s stairs 
to prevent pedestrians from going 
down to the river during the races 

Wednesday
Snow before 11 a.m., then rain 

and snow. High near 40. South-
east wind around 5 mph becom-
ing calm in the morning. Chance 
of precipitation is 90%. New snow 
accumulation of 1 to 3 inches pos-
sible.

Wednesday Night
Rain. Low around 38. Light 

south wind. Chance of precipi-
tation is 90%. New precipitation 
amounts between a quarter and 
half of an inch possible.

Thursday
Rain. High near 47. Chance of 

precipitation is 90%. New precipi-
tation amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible.

Thursday Night
Rain. Low around 41. Chance of 

precipitation is 90%. New precipi-
tation amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible.

Friday
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a  

high near 47.
Friday Night

A chance of rain, mainly after 
11 p.m. Cloudy, with a low around 
36.

Saturday
A chance of rain. Snow lev-

el 2600 feet. Cloudy, with a high 
near 45.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level 2600 feet lowering 
to 1600 feet. Cloudy, with a low 
around 32.

Sunday
A chance of snow. Snow level 

rising to 2000 feet. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 43.

Sunday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 27.
Monday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
42.

A silent auction sale of collect-
ible dolls will be held at this 
year’s CVH Auxiliary Valentine’s 
Card Party and Pie Social.

 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Feb  04 
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
41
41
41
32
31
39
25

Min.
28
23
11
11
24
22
20

Pre.
.03
.02
.00
.00

.2

.2
3.25

Last Week’s 
Weather

Jan 27
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
49 
49 
47 
48 
45 
52 
41

Min.
  35 
  36 
  38 
  35 
  36 
  32 
  24 

Precip.
    .28 
    .26 
    .34 
    .18 

.05 

.38

.04

By Joe DuPont, 
IF&G Fisheries Regional Manager
 Come enjoy pizza with Idaho 
Fish and Game, and give us your 
ideas on how best to manage our 
Chinook Salmon fisheries.
 Don’t miss this opportunity 
to attend one of three public meet-
ings to provide comments and 
opinions on how best to manage 
the 2020 spring Chinook Salmon 
fisheries in the Clearwater, Hells 
Canyon, lower Salmon, and Little 
Salmon River drainages.
 During these meetings, FREE 
pizza and refreshments will be 
provided, and biologists will dis-
cuss what we learned from last 
year’s Chinook Salmon season, 
what this year’s salmon return is 
projected to look like, and strat-
egies we could use to manage this 
year’s Chinook run.  As always, 
input from anglers is important to 
help ensure the Chinook Salmon 
run is managed in a manner that 
is most satisfying to all who par-
ticipate in this amazing fishery.
 In addition to this, biologists 
will also give some presentations 
that we think anglers will be in-
terested in, such as: “What have 
we been doing to control sea-li-
ons?”, and “Where are all our fish 
dying?”, and “What is our ocean 
looking like?”
 Pizza will be served at 5:30 
p.m., and presentations will be-
gin shortly after.  The meeting 
will continue until all angler com-
ments are collected and/or ad-
dressed.  In the past, these meet-
ings have lasted about two hours.
The meeting locations and dates 
are as follows:

•	 Orofino: Feb. 19, IDFG 
Clearwater Hatchery, 
118 Hatchery Roe Drive, 
located northwest of Ah-
sahka Bridge.

•	 Lewiston: Feb. 20, Idaho 
Fish and Game Office, 
3316 16th Street.

 Those unable to attend a meet-
ing can provide their comments 
to Joe DuPont, Clearwater Re-
gion Fisheries Manager, either 
by phone (208-799-5010), mail 
(3316 16th Street, Lewiston, ID, 
83501), or email (joe.dupont@idfg.
idaho.gov).

We want your 
opinions on how 
to manage our 
spring Chinook 

Salmon fisheries
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Grizzlies arrival 
signals need to 
end baiting in 

Wilderness and 
elsewhere

By George Nickas
 Over the past few years, threat-
ened grizzly bears have been mak-
ing their way back to their ances-
tral homeland in the wild country 
of the Selway-Bitterroot Ecosys-
tem along the Montana and Idaho 
border. 
 Officials with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service last month put 
the supervisors of the Bitterroot, 
Lolo, Salmon-Challis and Nez 
Perce-Clearwater National Forests 
on notice that any grizzly that mi-
grates into the Selway-Bitterroot 
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