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Six-day weather 
forecast

(See...Emergency
 on pg 9A)

Off the deep end

at Miller Marine...

Wednesday 
 A 40 percenbt chance of show-
ers, mainly before 11 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 61. Calm 
wind becoming west southwest 
around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 42.

Thursday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
71.

Thursday Night
 A slight chance of showers af-
ter 11 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 49.

Friday
 Showers likely, mainly after 
11 a.m. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 73.

Friday Night
 Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 44.

Saturday
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 60.

Saturday Night
 A chance of showers. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 40.

Sunday
 A slight chance of showers. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 
63.

Sunday Night
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
65.

Monday
 A slight chance of showers. 
Sunny, with a high near 67.

DISTINGUISHED YOUNG WOMEN--The 2020 Orofino/Timberline Distinguished Young Woman is Al-
lyse Waggener (shown left). First Runner-Up is Addison Thomson (center) and Second Runner-up is 
Brigid Hill (right). This year’s Distinguished Young Women (DYW) program was held Saturday, April 
13 at the Orofino Junior/Senior High School. Other awards presented included Scholastics to Allyse 
Waggener, Fitness, Spirit of DYW and Be Your Best Self to Addison Thomson, Talent and Self-Expres-
sion to Brigid Hill and Interview to Shayla Shuman. Photo by Nancy Butler

By Heather Corder
 Please come join us in a bene-
fit dinner and action to help raise 
money to cover medical costs for 
Tory Knapp.   
 The benefit will be held on Sat-
urday, April 27 from 5:30 p.m. to 
9   p.m. at the Orofino Golf Course 
with a cost of $10 per person.
 Tory had a medical emergency 
on Feb. 7, 2019 that required him 
to be life flighted to Sacred Heart 
Medical Center in Spokane where 
he underwent surgery.  He spent 
11 days in Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU).  He was then transferred 
to the Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Northwest in Spokane where he 
spent another two weeks com-
pleting Physical Therapy, Speech 
Therapy and Occupational Thera-
py.
 Dinner will be pulled pork or 
chicken sandwiches with baked 
beans, coleslaw, drink and des-
sert.  
 If you would like to donate any 
items to the silent auction please 
contact Sue Gardner 208-512-
4878, Heather Corder 208-476-
3193 or Kayliah Knapp 208-827-
0664.

 Forest Service Road #101 
(Smith Creek Road) has been 
closed for public health and safety 
due to a washout.
 Acting Forest Supervisor Kurt 
Steele has signed Forest Super-
visor’s Order #01-17-55-19-001, 
effective immediately. The order 
closes Smith Creek Road ap-
proximately two miles up from 
U.S. Highway 12, where the road 
crosses a tributary leading to Lit-
tle Smith Creek, northerly to the 
junction with Forest Service Road 
#5503 (Swan Creek Road). This 
emergency restriction is necessary 

Emergency closure on Smith 
Creek Road due to washout

Smith Creek Road, Forest Service Road #101, has been closed fol-
lowing a washout. (See the article “Spring rain wreaks havoc” on 
page 1B for additional flood and slide information from around the 
area.)

to protect public health and safety 
due to a landslide and the associ-
ated road washout.

By Elizabeth Morgan 
   Clearwater County’s Ambulance 
Service (CCAS) supports four dif-
ferent Clearwater communities, 
one Nez Perce County community, 
and the associated outlying areas. 
Clearwater County alone is 1.6 
million acres of rugged terrain 
and unimproved roads, which 
negatively impacts functionality 
and longevity of the county’s emer-
gency vehicles.
   A significant amount of the am-
bulance budget provides mainte-
nance, repair, and replacement on 
the eight ambulances, one quick 
response unit, one extrication 
truck, one UTV, and four facili-
ties required to service all types of 
calls in our large area.
   Darby Zick, Ambulance Direc-
tor, has recently submitted a grant 
to assist in funding the purchase 
of a new ambulance, a mighty ex-
pensive item, but one too import-
ant to ignore.
   The ambulance that Clearwater 
County Ambulance Service 
(CCAS) is seeking to replace is 
currently serving the position of 
inter-facility transfer. It has been 
a large drain on the maintenance 
budget; and is currently on its 
third engine, has over 134,000 
miles, and has a worn out retrofit-
ted four-wheel drive.
   “Our budget is just not capa-

An impossible standoff…

Ambulance service seeks 

funds for equipment
ble of covering all our needs,” ex-
plained Zick. “The price tag of a 
new ambulance is $190,000, the 
maximum awarded is $125,000, 
leaving a balance of $65,000. 
We’re hoping to also find funding 
to help with the required match.”
  Other grants submitted have been 
for specific equipment still needed 
within the ambulance. “A cardiac 
monitor and a mechanical CPR 
device are other items we could 
really use on each ambulance.” 
Zick explained that another grant 
submitted for a cardiac monitor is 
for one unit only, and ideally, “we 
need five of them. We’re looking at 
all kinds of fundraising ideas to 
seek help from all types of sourc-
es, including the community.” 
   Clearwater County Ambulance 
currently has no cardiac mon-

itoring capabilities. One unit 
is $26,000, and the award is 
$20,000, with a $6,000 match 
from the county. Still then, four 
more are needed as our coverage 
area is so broad that the ambu-
lances cannot share a single unit. 
   As a service with average trans-
port times of 36 minutes, some-
times up to two hours, prehospi-
tal warning of incoming critical 
cardiac patients can have a huge 
impact on patient outcomes.
   CCAS transports patients to a 
small Critical Access Hospital that 
has to arrange transfer of that pa-
tient to another hospital with cath 
lab capabilities. This requires ac-
tivation of either a ground trans-
port or rotor wing aircraft. If we 

(See...Ambulance
 on pg 9A)

Benefit dinner 
& silent auction 
for planned Tory 
Knapp April 27

(See...Cleanup
 on pg 9A)

 According to an Idaho State 
Police (ISP) report, on Tuesday, 
April 9, around 1:48 p.m., the 
ISP attempted to contact a driver 
headed towards a road closure.  
The driver, Michael H Gerten, 37, 
of Nezperce, failed to yield, and 
the pursuit was discontinued due 
to weather and road conditions. 
 Subsequently Gerten failed to 
negotiate a curve on Old State 
Highway 7 (Gilbert Grade) near 

 Gilbert Grade 
crash victim dies

milepost 47, near Orofino.  Ger-
ten was driving a white 2017 
Dodge Ram pickup.  He was ini-
tially transported by ground EMS 
to Clearwater Valley Hospital in 
Orofino, then transported by air 
ambulance to St Joseph Regional 
Medical Center in Lewiston where 
he succumbed to his injuries. 
 Alcohol is believed to be a fac-
tor in the crash.  The investigation 
continues. 

Community 
Cleanup Days 
in Orofino and 
Pierce planned
 Orofino Community Cleanup 
Day is Saturday, April 27. The 
Transfer Station on Highway 12 in 
Orofino will be open at 8 a.m. All 
patrons are asked to be unloaded 
and out of the gate by 3:30 p.m.
 Please note that Community 
Cleanup Day is considered to be 
Saturday only, not Friday through 
Sunday. 
 Passenger and small truck tires 
will be accepted free on Saturday 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 All five trustees were present 
at the Clearwater County Free 
Library District (CCFLD) meet-
ing held April 9, in Orofino at the 
school district auditorium.
 Following routine reports of 
minutes, bills, and directors’ re-
ports, the evening’s agenda listed 
the contract with Clearwater Me-
morial Public Library (CMPL) as 
an action item. CMPL Trustees 
were uncertain exactly what that 
action might be but were reas-
sured that it was meant to show 
CCFLD Trustees’ intent to work 
with CMPL in negotiation.
 CMPL Chair Jo Sharrai voiced 
that the contract was in the pro-
cess of being revised with suggest-
ed changes made at their April 1 
meeting and will be presented to 
the CMPL board for discussion at 
their meeting on May 6, before it 
would be submitted.
 CCFLD Trustee Rosan 
Monaghan asked about the pos-
sibility of creating a committee 
to review the amended draft to 
help streamline the process once 

Library district to review 
upcoming contract

the document is presented to the 
district. After some discussion, a 
contract committee was formed 
to include Everett, Kuchynka, and 
perhaps Kim Cox, depending on 
when the committee meets, with 
Monaghan as committee chair.

(See...........Library district
 on pg 10A)


