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Risch and Idaho 
Commerce announce 
event to support small 
businesses during the 

COVID-19 outbreak
 U.S. Senator for Idaho Jim 
Risch and the Idaho Department 
of Commerce announced the 
creation of “Support Local Gems,” 
which will serve as an all-day 
event to support Idaho small 
businesses whose operations have 
been severely impacted by the 
COVID-19 outbreak.
 On Friday, April 24, Idahoans 
are invited to Support Local 
Gems by giving their business 
to their favorite local shops and 
restaurants. Idahoans can get 
involved by shopping at small 
businesses online, purchasing gift 
cards for future use or for loved 
ones, ordering take-out or delivery 
from local restaurants, writing a 
review online, posting on social 
media about a local business, or 
simply saying thank you.
 Following the April 24th event, 
Idaho Commerce and Visit 
Idaho will continue to promote 
awareness of the Support Local 
Gems program by sharing 
resources as well as the stories of 
Idaho communities, citizens, and 
small businesses on visitidaho.
org and across its social media 
channels.
 Additional supporters of 
Support Local Gems include 
Governor Brad Little, Senator 
Mike Crapo, Congressman Mike 
Simpson, Congressman Russ 
Fulcher, Association of Idaho 
Cities, Idaho Association of 
Counties, Idaho Chamber Alliance, 
Idaho Retailers Association, 
Idaho Lodging and Restaurant 
Association, Idaho Association 
of Commerce & Industry (IACI), 
and the Boise Metro Chamber of 
Commerce.
 “Idaho small businesses are 
the lifeblood of our communities 
and the backbone of our state’s 
economy. The ongoing COVID-19 
outbreak has forced widespread 
closures of small businesses 
across the Gem State, threatening 
livelihoods, acute job losses, and 
imperiling the future of Main 
Street establishments across the 
state,” said Risch. 
 “There are many ways to 
support these businesses, on 
Friday, April 24, I invite you to 
find a way to express your support 
for the small businesses that 
power our economy and make our 
communities thrive.”
 “Idaho will be better positioned 
for a strong economic comeback 
because we are making difficult 
changes in how we live and work 
in the short-term, and our small 
businesses need our support 
more than ever,” Little said. 
 “I urge all citizens to support 

 Dr. Shelly Theobald attended 
medical school in Israel at the 
Medical School for International 
Health and then did her residen-
cy in Vancouver, WA. She and her 
husband, Ryan, chose to come to 
Clearwater Valley Hospital and 
Clinics because, “we were looking 
for a small community where we 
could put down roots and make a 
home,” says Theobald. “We chose 
Orofino for both its physical beau-
ty and for the beauty that we saw 
and experienced in the communi-
ty here. Also, the incredible staff 
at CVHC has been so kind, wel-
coming and extremely proficient 
from the very beginning, which 
made it a very easy decision. Ul-
timately, this is where we felt God 
leading us and so here we are.”
 Dr. Theobald loves all aspects of 
family medicine but is particularly 
passionate about women’s health 
and obstetrics, “there is nothing 
more beautiful than following a 
woman throughout her pregnan-
cy and then getting to be there to 
bring that beautiful baby into the 

Dr. Shelly Theobald, 

new provider at CVHC
world,” says Theobald.  “I also 
love those moments in clinic when 
I am able to help my patients tru-
ly overcome obstacles in their life 
and experience deep healing and 
transformation.”
 “I believe that so much of our 
physical health is rooted or con-
nected to our emotional/spiritual 
well-being,” explains Theobald. 
“As such, I feel that a holistic ap-
proach that addresses these deep-
er issues, as well as the physical 
concerns, is a priority in my prac-
tice.”
 She says that her least favorite 
part of healthcare is that, “there 
are times that we as providers are 
just putting Band-Aids on patient’s 
problems. The true cure is usually 
something deeper, but sometimes 
it can be hard to access or under-
stand what patients truly need to 
help motivate change.”
 Dr. Theobald has led an inter-
esting life, to say the least. She 
was born and grew up deep in 

 Dr. Shelly Theobald and her husband, Ryan

Wednesday

   Showers after noon, high near 65. 
Light and variable wind. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%. 

Wednesday Night

  Showers. Low around 46. Calm wind 
becoming west around 5 mph after 
midnight. Chance of precipitation is 
90%. 

Thursday

Showers, with thunderstorms also 
possible after noon. High near 61. 
West wind around 6 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%.

Thursday Night

A 40 percent chance of showers 
before midnight. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 42. West wind aroung 6 
mph becoming calm in the evening. 

Friday

A 20 percent chance of showers 
after noon. Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 66.

Friday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 43.
Saturday

A chance of showers after noon. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 71.

Saturday Night

A chance of showers, mainly before 
midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 45.

Sunday

A slight ahcne of showers after noon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 66.

Sunday Night

A chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 47.

Monday

Showers likely. Cloudy, with a high 
near 66.

(See...Small businesses
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Orofino Celebrations 
meeting canceled

 Orofino Celebrations, Inc. is 
again canceling their monthly 
meeting for April 28.  We will hope 
that May 26 will be a monthly 
meeting at 6:30 p.m.  
 Officers and board members 
should watch their emails for im-
portant information coming. 

City to allow open 
burning with permit

 Due to the increase in yard de-
bris being taken to Clearwater 
County’s transfer station and their 
limited staffing measures, starting 
Friday, April 17, the City will allow 
open burning.
 Permits are required, so please 
call City Hall at 208-476-4725. 
They will take your info and meet 
you at the front door with your 
permit. The cost is $5 and it will 
be good until May 15.

ITD extends studded 
tire removal deadline

 The Idaho Transportation De-
partment is extending the dead-
line to remove studded snow tires 
to June 30 due to COVID-19 con-
cerns and Governor Brad Little’s 
statewide stay-home order. This 
extends the previous April 30 
deadline.
 Studded tires are legal in Idaho 
from Oct. 1 to April 30, but with 
the stay-home order in place un-
til April 30, changing winter tires 
may be difficult for some.
 ITD still encourages drivers to 
have their studded tires removed 
before the deadline if possible, as 
the tires may cause undue wear 
on bare roadways.
 Crews continue to monitor 
weather conditions to clear any 
late season snow or ice from 
roads. For the latest visit 511.ida-
ho.gov 

Chinook fishing 
season opens

 April 25, but few 

fish are in Idaho yet
By Roger Phillips, 
Public Information Supervisor
 Idaho’s spring Chinook salm-
on fishing season opens April 25, 
but early indications show the 
fish appear to be social distancing 
on their own. As of April 19, only 
six fish had crossed Lower Gran-
ite Dam, which is about 25 miles 
downstream of Lewiston, and the 
last dam the fish cross before 
reaching Idaho.
 That’s a tiny fraction of the 
10-year average for that date, 
and there are also few fish in the 
Snake/Columbia rivers so far. 
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By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council held their 
first telephonically conducted 
meeting April 14. I counted at 
least 19 various participants and 
was impressed at how smoothly 
the meeting went, all considered.

Petitions, applications,
appeals, communications

 The council received an up-
date regarding the Pedestrian/
Bike project initiated by the City’s 
Activity Connection. The plan 
was created several years ago. 
Chris Danley with Looking Glass 
Academy and Vitruvian Planning 
Group gave his recommendations 
for the next stage of development 
throughout Orofino.
 Suggestions were focused on 
the intersection of Michigan Av-
enue and Hwy. 7, and highway 
crossings at Dunlap and Swayne 
Lane on Riverside Ave/Hwy. 7 to 
be marked with painted cross-
walks and a Rectangular Rapid 
Flashing Beacon or (RRFB). These 
recommendations may help to 
convince Idaho Transportation 
Department, who has historically 
denied crosswalks on that stretch 
of highway, that safer options are 
available and will help to keep pe-
destrians safer on Hwy. 7.  
 The City received a request from 
Tek-Hut Inc. for a right of way per-
mit to place fiber optic lines to 
support high speed connectivity to 
the internet. The request was ta-
bled for the evening as more infor-
mation is needed. Discussion will 
resume at the next council work 
session. 
 Elected officials of the City of 
Orofino received an invitation to 
the Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment Board meeting, for District 
II on April 15-16 at the Red Lion 
Hotel in Lewiston. 
 Orofino received their annual 
letter of Congratulations from the 
Arbor Day Foundation for earning 
recognition as a 2019 Tree City, 
USA.
 Mayor Ryan Smathers pro-
claimed the week of April 11 
through 17, as the Education of 
Young Children Week.
 Chairman Shannon F. Wheeler 
of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive 
Committee reached out to neigh-
boring county commissioners and 
mayors as the country faces the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, regarding 
the importance of working togeth-
er to protect all people.
 The Tribe has activated its 
Emergency Operations Center 
and is encouraging people to stay 
home. They are also having gov-
ernmental employees work from 
home if possible and working with 
a skeleton crew in their tribal of-
fices. A majority of their enterpris-
es have also closed temporarily. 
 The location of the new Avista 
Reader Board has finally been de-
termined. After some deliberation, 
the reader board will be placed on 
the corner of South A Street and 
Michigan Ave. 
 Council members and depart-
ment heads received a budget 
schedule and memo from Mayor 
Smathers for establishing the up-
coming budget for the 2020-21 fis-
cal year.
 Smathers added that he was 
recommending to the City Council 
a zero tax increase for FY21.”We 
are going to budget next year’s 
budget at or below this year’s 
budget. There are several major 
expenditures that will take place 
this year that will not take place 
next year, barring any emergency 
expenditures. The economic re-
covery of our community will take 
years to rebuild, but we can do it 
without sacrificing essential ser-
vices.” 
 Idaho Ethics in Government 
- Conflict of Interest Ruling re: 

Vincent Frazier 
 County Prosecuting Attorney, 
Clayne Tyler responded to a re-
cent inquiry concerning a poten-
tial conflict of interest which may 
prohibit or affect the candidacy 
of Vincent Frazier for the elect-
ed office as a Clearwater County 
Commissioner, given his employ-
ment by the City of Orofino as the 
Sergeant for the Orofino Police 
Department.
 Tyler stated that in his opinion 

Nineteen people 

on the phone, 

an art in itself
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Clearwater County 
driver’s licensing 

reopened
 The Clearwater County Sheriff ’s 
Office has now reopened driver’s 
license on a limited basis. 
 Driver’s License services will 
be available to Clearwater County 
residents only and only with an 
appointment. 
 To schedule an appointment 
please call the Driver’s License 
desk directly at 208-476-8970. 
 The rest of the Courthouse is 
still closed so you will need to 
use the elevator located under the 
Courthouse to access the driver’s 
license desk. 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 COVID 19 updates were dis-
cussed at length at the regular and 
virtual meeting of Joint School 
District #171 trustees April 20.
 The discussion was spurred by 
the most recent dispatch of releas-
es from the Idaho State Board of 
Education (ISBOE), concerning 
the recommended criteria for re-
turning to school, Governor Lit-
tle’s amended and extended clo-
sure of non-essential workplaces, 
and the Idaho High School Activi-
ties Association (IHSAA) cancella-
tion of all activities and sporting 
events for the remainder of the 
school year.
 Chairwoman Dr. Charity Robin-
son reported that so far, our com-
munity has remained free of con-
firmed cases. However, the threat 
still exists, and the hospital and 
medical staff continue to wait and 
prepare.
 Trustees Angela Pomponio, 
Cristine Erbst, and Greg Gerot 
supported the continued soft clo-
sure, and commended the dis-
trict’s teachers and staff for their 
efforts to meet the needs of their 
students and still keep them safe.
 Trustee Greg Billips expressed 
concerns of the district following 
the flock of schools to close pre-
maturely, out of fear. He noted the 
lack of any confirmed cases in our 

Trustees for JSD 171 stand 
firm with recommendations 

for soft closure
area and questioned how much 
longer it would take before restric-
tions were lifted.
 Billups believed the virus would 
always be a threat until the popu-
lation could naturally develop an 
immunity. It was noted that initial 
statistics showed that young chil-
dren usually experience only mild 
symptoms, if any.
 Pomponio countered with new 
statistics that indicate children 
have died from the pandemic as 
well. She also raised the number 
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http://511.idaho.gov
http://511.idaho.gov
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_qVl0ympi_gBbwEud__tihF9XGSs4uJ1
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/statewide-stay-home-order/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oKZywgmxeApo1yZvfrSmMq2RC1uDs6jx
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