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John Cooke and his wife, Dolly received an unexpected visit from Orofino Fire District Nov. 13, as 
he was presented an award commemorating his 39 years of service with the department. Fire Chief 
Jon Hoyt explained that they wanted to hold a reception for Cooke, but with the recent rise in Covid 
cases, it just wasn’t feasible. The inscription on his plaque sporting an engraved axe read: “To Engi-
neer John Cooke for 39 years of volunteer service and sacrifice as a First Responder for Orofino Fire 
Department, along with countless hours of vehicle and equipment maintenance and repair. August 
1981 through August 2020.” Shown in the photo are (l to r) Firefighter Bart Jones, Dolly Cooke, Fire 
Chief Jon Hoyt, John Cooke and firefighters Clay Hesson and Holly and Mike Hardin.

By Jeff Jones
 KLER Radio and all it’s staff are 
excited to announce it’s time once 
again for the 10th annual “Stuff the 
Bus”.  
 Excitement is probably not the 
right word for it however.  While 
yes, we do enjoy getting out into 
the public and helping load 
non-perishable foods and sundry 
items into our school bus to stock 
the shelves of the three area food 
banks, we would rather all like 
to hear there was not a need for 
these institutions.  
 KLER Radio does this because 
we know there’s a need to help 
some families who’ve fallen on 
tough times.  
 Clearwater County families 
have always come together to help 
their neighbors.  
 So Friday morning, Nov. 20, at 
10 a. m. you’ll see our big yellow 
bus parked in front of LCCU on 
Johnson Avenue where we’ll begin 
our live broadcasts encouraging 
everyone to go through their cup-
boards and find good useable food 
items to drop off.  
 Please pay close attention to ex-
piration dates as foods long past 
their stamped date cannot be ac-
cepted at the pantries.   
 At 1 p.m. the bus will be at 
P1FCU where for two hours we’ll 

KLER’s “Stuff the Bus” 

set for this weekend
again be live on AM-13 KLER ask-
ing for your help.  
 Saturday begins day two of the 
event when we’ll be in the parking 
lot of Orofino Marketplace.  Inside 
the store they have pre-bagged 
items in different dollar amounts 
that make it easy when you check-
out to just drop the bag with our 
broadcast crew.  
 We head to Barneys Harvest 
Foods for a 1 – 3 p.m. collection 
and finalize our broadcasts.
 We weigh our bus and hope to 
surpass the year’s previous total.  
We always aim to hit the 2-ton 
mark.  
 Why 6,000 pounds might you 
ask?  Would it surprise you that 
when all is said and done, the 
three food banks; Lifeline food 
bank, St. Theresa’s Catholic Pan-
try and the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church food bank will dispense 
all this food just to cover the fol-
lowing Thanksgiving Holiday?  
 We ask you join us to help make 
just a few days in the lives of those 
who are struggling right now just 
a little brighter.  Your cash dona-
tions, food and personal hygiene 
products along with items includ-
ing laundry detergents will all be 
greatly appreciated.  See you at 
the 10th annual KLER Stuff the 
Bus this weekend 

LifeNet Health recognized St. 
Mary’s and Clearwater Valley Hos-
pitals on Wednesday, Nov. 4, for 
their outstanding support for the 
gift of tissue donation. They re-
ceived the Idaho Critical Access 
Hospital of the Year Award, which 
is given to hospital partners for 
outstanding collaboration and 
commitment to achieve and sus-
tain high standards in support of 
the donation process through ed-
ucation, leadership, outreach and 
activities.  

One tissue donor can help re-
store health to more than 150 pa-
tients in need. Community part-
ners are an essential part of the 
donation process and are crucial 

Shari Kuther, COO, Clearwater Valley Hospital and Clinics, Christo-
pher Albrecht, Donor Relations Account Manager, LifeNet Health, 
and Stephanie Stafford, DNS, Clearwater Valley Hospital and Clin-
ics (shown l to r), are pictured accepting the Idaho Critical Access 
Hospital of the Year Award for tissue donation.

LifeNet Health Recognizes 
St. Mary’s and Clearwater 

Valley Hospitals for support 
of tissue donation

to ensuring that a donor and their 
family’s final wishes to help others 
are honored.

LifeNet Health helps save lives, 
restore health, and give hope to 
thousands each year. It is the 
world’s most trusted provider of 
transplant solutions — from organ 
and tissue procurement to bio-im-
plants and cellular therapies — 
and a leader in regenerative med-
icine, while always honoring the 
donors and healthcare profession-
als who enable healing. For more 
information about LifeNet Health, 
go to www.lifenethealth.org.

To sign up as a donor or learn 
more about donation, visit Regis-
terMe.org.

Park Lighting 
Committee to put 
lights up Nov. 21 
and Nov. 22, help 

welcome!
 The Holiday Park Lighting 
Committee members would like 
to invite anyone that would like to 
help put lights up in the Orofino 
City Park to meet in the park on 
Saturday, Nov. 21, and Sunday, 
Nov. 22, 9 a.m. until dark, to hang 
lights. They would also like to in-
vite businesses or individuals to 
adopt a tree or section of the park 
to be decorated for the holidays.
 If you’re interested in adopting 
a tree or section of the park, or 
for more information on hanging 
lights, contact Jordyn Howell, 
Orofino Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director, at 208-476-
4335 or one of the following light-
ing committee members: Will 
Crockett, 208-476-4576; Jon or 
Jolene Isbelle, 208-476-4382 or 
Staci Lee, 208-827-0070.

Wednesday
Rain. Patchy fog before 1pm. 

High near 54. South southeast 
wind 3 to 6 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 90%. New 
precipitation amounts between 
a tenth and quarter of an inch 
possible.

Wednesday Night
Rain likely, mainly before 11 

p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 34. West wind around 
5 mph becoming calm in the 
evening. Chance of precipitation is 
70%. New precipitation amounts 
of less than a tenth of an inch 
possible.

Thursday
Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 49. Light and variable 
wind becoming west southwest 
around 6 mph in the afternoon. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. 
New precipitation amounts of less 
than a tenth of an inch possible.

Thursday Night
A chance of rain before 5am, 

then a slight chance of rain or 
freezing rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 31. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%.

Friday
A slight chance of rain, snow, 

and freezing rain before 8 a.m, 
then a slight chance of rain and 
snow between 8am and 11 a.m. 
Snow level 1500 feet rising to 
2900 feet in the afternoon. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 47. Chance 
of precipitation is 20%.

Friday Night
Patchy fog between 8 p.m. and 

11 p.m. Otherwise, partly cloudy, 
with a low around 28.

Saturday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

45.
Saturday Night

Patchy fog between 9 p.m. and 
11 p.m. Otherwise, partly cloudy, 
with a low around 27.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level rising to 2300 feet in 
the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 44.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Snow level 

2900 feet lowering to 2100 feet 
after midnight. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 31.

Monday
A chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level 1700 feet rising to 
3400 feet in the afternoon. Cloudy, 
with a high near 46.

 The Orofino Fire Department 
would like to announce the retire-
ment of Engineer John B. Cooke, 
John proudly and unselfishly 
served as a volunteer fire fighter 
and first responder for 39 years 
from August 1981 to August 2020.
 John served the Orofino and 
surrounding communities, with-
out regard to the nature of the call.  
He was the primary Engineer of 
Tender 58, which he designed and 
built most of the extras that are 
on that truck, John would supply 

39 years of service

Orofino Fire Department 

honors John Cooke
water to everything from structure 
fires to wildland fires. The fire de-
partment could always count on 
John to safely place the Tender 
where it was needed most, some-
times even where roads didn’t ex-
ist.
 He would never hesitate to as-
sist organizations like CPTPA 
and the US Forest Service with 
fire suppression. He would also 
respond on Rescue 3, and assist 
with everything from traffic con-
trol to victim extraction.

 John gave of his time and en-
ergy for 39 years to help those in 
need.
 Clay Hesson has worked with 
John for many years and talks 
about how John loved to mix the 
fuel and light the training fires. 
John was so good at doing this 
that the department named his 
mixture Johnny Juice. Whether it 
was at training, or at an incident 
you could always count on John 
Cooke to show up and be willing 
to help with anything that was 
needed.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Council members gathered for 
the Orofino City Council meeting 
held Nov. 10. Councilwoman Jen-
nifer Dunaway attended via tele-
conference call.
 Last December, the City had 
been contacted by River Design 
Group (RDG) regarding engineer-
ing plans for the mitigation of the 
mouth of Orofino Creek. The City 
met with the County Commission-
ers in January to see if they would 
be willing to split the cost for con-
sulting and engineering services to 
implement preventive measures 
for ongoing spring flooding. They 
agreed to pay half of the proposed 
$10,000 contract with RDG which 
was signed by the City in May. Riv-
er Design Group agreed to do the 
work as they were already in the 
area for another job.
 Smathers explained that 
sometime after that the ball got 
dropped and the city never heard 
from them. “We began looking for 
them and they were already out of 
the area. Their new quote to re-
turn was $14,000.” 
 Chris St. Germaine checked 
with Foresight Engineering to see 
if they would be willing to take on 
the project as they were contract-
ed by Jerry Johnson for the work 
proposed for Orofino Creek at 
Konkolville. The firm agreed to do 
the work for the $10,000 price ini-
tially offered by RDG. The county 
has confirmed they are still willing 
to split the cost. 
 “It’s the same award but a new 
company,” said Smathers.
 Councilman Mark Swayne also 
asked to reiterate to Foresight that 
the city also desires a five-year 

Great pains go to keep 
our water where it’s 

supposed to be
maintenance plan, “so we aren’t 
continuously facing this issue.”

Other petitions, applications, 
appeals, communications

 At the last several council meet-
ings, Public Works Supervisor 
Shane Miller has reported multi-
ple issues with two of the depart-
ment’s aging service vehicles. The 
expense and effort to repair the 21 
year-old Ford pick-ups has been 
ongoing. Miller added that it has 
become impossible to find parts. 
He asked the council to consider 

http://www.lifenethealth.org
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