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Orofino Fire
Department 
graduates...

Six-day weather 
forecast
Wednesday

    Mostly sunny, with a high near 78. 
Calm wind becoming west north-
west around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
52. Light and variable wind.

Thursday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 79. 
Light and variable wind.

Thursday Night
  Partly cloudy, with a low around 
52. Calm wind.

Friday
A 20 percent chance of rain after 

noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 85.

Friday Night
A chance of rain, then showers 

likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 56. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%. New rainfall amounts of 
less than a tenth of an inch, except 
higher amounts possible in thunder-
storms.

Saturday
Showers and possibly a thunder-

storm. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 70.

Saturday Night
A chance of showers and thun-

derstorms before midnight, then a 
chance of rain after midnight. Most-
ly cloudy, with a low around 47.

Sunday
A chance of rain, then showers 

likely and possibly a thunderstorm 
after noon. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 65.

Sunday Night
Showers and thunderstorms like-

ly. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
45.

Monday
Rain likely and possibly a thun-

derstorm. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 64.

Monday Night
A chance of rain and thunder-

storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 44.

Amidst packing her belongings 
as she prepares to leave Moscow 
and the University of Idaho, and 
on the evening before her last final 
prior to graduation, 21 year old 
Nikki Tran, takes a few minutes to 
confirm with her hometown paper 
the news of her recent offer and 
acceptance of a very promising ca-
reer with POWER Engineering as 
an Electrical Engineer in Hailey, 
ID.

A former graduate of Orofi-
no High School with the Class of 
2016, Nikki is the third of four 
daughters, born to Tran Tuong 
who is married to Bill Tuong, Nik-
ki’s stepfather. Vivien is the eldest, 
then Mimi, Nikki, and Lana. Nikki 
shares how important her fami-
ly’s support was in her efforts to 
achieve her goal. “Not everyone 

Former OHS graduate accepts 
position with POWER Engineering

Nikki Tran has accepted a posi-
tion with POWER Endineering, 
as an Electrical Engineer in Hai-
ley, to begin June 1.

“Engineering-related activities” explains Nikki Tran of this photo. 
There’s something about the hard hat that makes it look so official!

is meant to be an engineer. It was 
hard work, but worth it.”

There are many fields of engi-
neering. How did she know? 

It began in math class. Nikki 
said that many of her teachers 

here have either retired or moved, 
but she mentioned three teachers 
in particular from her education 
in Orofino, each one, influential in 

(See....Former OHS graduate
pg 3A)

By Nancy Butler
 Jon Isbelle was sworn in as the 
newest Orofino City Council mem-
ber Tuesday evening during the 
group’s regular meeting.
 A council position became open 
when Ryan Smathers transitioned 
from mayor to city administrator 
and Sean Simmons went from 
being a council member to the 
position of mayor. In the last city 
election, Isbelle had the next high-
est number of votes for a council 
position.
 Discussion of the budget for 
the fiscal year that will begin Oct. 
1 is in preliminary stages. At this 
point the total is $6,065.15. How-
ever, it is an evolving situation 
and will not be finalized until it is 
approved by the council. During 
the meeting the department heads 
gave a brief overview of their indi-
vidual budgets.
 Scott Taylor of Presnell and 
Gage gave a report on the recent 
city audit. He said the council see 
the flow at their meetings through 
out the year and there is nothing 
remarkable.
 Clearwater County Economic 
Development (CCED) Chair Joe 
Pippenger came seeking the con-
tinuing support of the city for 
the organization. The council ap-
proved $10,000, the amount they 
have contributed in the past. Pip-
penger said they are in process of 
contacting the governmental agen-
cies at this point. 
 CCED Director Christine St. 
Germaine gave an update on the 
expansion at the Orofino Business 
Center. Original cost estimates 
did not include enough for mov-
ing an interior wall, but with un-
anticipated changes in the actual 
construction, there is $21,000 
remaining in the available funds. 
With a GEM grant and an addi-
tional $4,000 from the city, they 
would be able to do that construc-
tion. Approval was given for the 
additional $4,000 to go with the 
$21,000.
 Smathers said that due to 
COVID-19, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) has opted to 
pay the match for projects at the 
airport. Generally, there has to 

Isbelle sworn in as Orofino 
City Council member

be a match from the state and the 
city. 
 Treasurer Donna Wilson is 
working on an update to the sala-
ry schedule for the Police Depart-
ment. The current one has been 
used since the early 1980s. They 
are hoping that the update will 
help to keep the staff they have as 
well as be more attractive when it 

Jon Isbelle is sworn in as the newest member of the Orofino City 
Council by City Clerk Janet Montambo. Photo by Nancy Butler

is time to hire new officers.
 Fire Chief Jon Hoyt report-
ed they have received a grant for 
$8,500 and will use it for seven 
new AEDs to be put on the fire en-
gines. They have purchased CDs 
to teach CPR and will start with 
city staff. 
 Burning season in the city end-
ed May 31.

 There are improvements com-
ing to the local Thrift Store! Volun-
teers at the store, Kathryn Allen, 
Mary Palmer, Denise McCormick, 
Betty McKinzie and Diana Colgan 
are working on the interior of the 
main part of the store. This does 
not include the back of the store 
where the sorting of donated items 
is done.  The volunteers have been 
moving items from the front win-
dows and items from shelves that 
will be cleaned and painted.
  Volunteers have also moved all 

Improvements at the 

local Thrift Store
the clothing racks close to the cen-
ter to allow a painter to put down 
drop cloths and to paint the walls 
in the large room along with the 
front window area. Painting began 
this Tuesday, June 2.
 The floor of the Community 
Thrift Store will also be refur-
bished.  Volunteers are working 
with Stephanie Crockett of the 
Orofino Design Center for the 
floor improvements. According 

(See....Thrift Store
pg 3A)

Chris Goetz
Clearwater County Sheriff

Dennis Harper
Legislative District 7

State Representative Position A

Vincent Frazier
County Commissioner

 Second District

 At last, the results have been 
tallied from all 14 precincts for 
the Vote by Mail 2020 Primary 
Election. Of the 2,774 registered 
Clearwater County voters, a re-
cord 1,426 cast ballots in this 
election, which is a 51.4 percent 
turnout.
 Below are the unofficial Pri-
mary Election results. With the 
exception of the Precinct Com-
mitteepersons, those who won 
their party’s nomination will run 
to be elected to the position in 
November. Persons running for a 
Precinct Committee position need 
at least five votes to be elected. 
Please see Committeemen results 
in the Clearwater Tribune’s June 
10 issue.

U. S Offices
United States Senator

 Jim Risch – R, was re-elected 
to the United States Senate with 
1,573 votes Democratic challeng-
ers Jim Vandermaas, and Pau-
lette Jordan received 65 and 259 
votes respectively.

Representative in
Congress First District

 R Russ Fulcher – R, received 
1,306 Nicholas Jones –  R,  302, 
Rudy Soto – D, 194 and Staniela 
Nikolova – D, 94 votes.

State Offices
State Senator

 Republican voters in Clearwater 

Some very 
close Primary 

Election results

County Carl Crabtree – R, State 
Senator since 2016 ran unop-
posed and claimed 1,506 votes.

Legislative District 7
State Representative Position A
 This was one of the closest Re-
publican races this election. Pris-
cilla Giddings, who assumed of-
fice in 2016, was defeated by 18 
votes. Challenger Dennis Harper   
won with 50.53 percent of the vote 
or 862 votes. Giddings had 844 
votes (49.47 percent(.            

State Representative
Position B

 Seeking the vacancy left by Paul 
Shepherd, were newcomers Char-
lie Shepherd - R, and Cornel Ra-
sor – R. Shepherd received 57.25 
percent of the votes to Cornel’s 
42.75.

County Offices
County Commissioner

 First District
 Republican voters in Clearwater 
County elected Mike Ryan with 
1,446 votes.

County Commissioner
 Second District

 The race for Commissioner in 
the Second District was another 
close race. Vincent Frazier will 
be the new county commissioner 
with 629 votes, Don Gardner with 
554, and Dennis Fuller with 531.

County Sheriff
 Chris Goetz was re-elected to a 
fourth term with 1,094 or almost 
63 percent of the vote. Challeng-
ers Don Denison and Jim Garri-
son had 433 votes and 213 votes 
respectively.

Prosecuting Attorney
 E. Clayne Tyler ran uopposed 
receiving 1,448 votes.

Justices
 Judge Gregory W. Moeller, and 
Judge John R. Stegner, were 
re-elected to serve on the Idaho 
Supreme Court with 1,786 and 
1,842 votes respectively.
 Judge Amanda K. Brailsford 
will retain her position with the 
Idaho Court of Appeals with 1,818 
votes.

Supplemental
levy elections

 The supplemental levy for 
Whitepine Joint School District 
No. 288 for the amount of Eight 
Hundred Eighty Thousand dollars 
($880,000.00) passed with 45 
votes in favor and 26 votes against 
the levy.
 Nezperce Joint School Dis-
trict No. 302 supplemental levy 
in the amount of Four Hundred 
Forty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($445,000.00) was exactly tied 
with nine votes in favor and nine 
votes opposed. 
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