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The Clearwater River Rush 2022 is planned for this weekend. See the schedule on page 7A for 
this year’s event. Photo by Coleen Jones/Onyx Photography

According to a press release 
from the Orofino Police Depart-
ment (OPD), the department re-
ceived word Monday, June 13 
from Grants Pass Police Depart-
ment in Grants Pass, OR, regard-
ing the whereabouts of Jeremy 
Anderson and Candi Chandler. 
Both subjects were in the custody 
of the Grants Pass Police Depart-
ment on Monday. According to the 
report it appeared that Chandler 
was with Anderson on her own 
free will.

A press release issued by OPD 
on Wednesday, June 8, stated that 
the police department was seek-
ing information from the public 
regarding the location of Chan-
dler, 36, of Orofino. She had been 
reported missing by her father, 
Keith Chandler, on June 2. Her 
father informed the police that he 
last spoke to her on May 31, and 
indicated she and her vehicle were 
both missing and he was unable to 
make contact with her. 

He also indicated she may have 
been in the company of her ex-boy-
friend, Anderson, 42, of Orofino, 
and that she reportedly had not 
had contact with any of her minor 
children since May 31.

OPD had responded to a do-
mestic abuse complaint at Chan-
dler’s residence in Orofino during 
the early morning hours of May 
25, 2022.  The investigation deter-
mined that she had allegedly been 
battered by Anderson, who  had 
fled the home prior to the arrival 
of officers.  

A felony arrest warrant was is-
sued for Anderson charging him 
with domestic battery and being a 
habitual offender.  It was learned 
that Anderson was on probation 
through Idaho Probation and Pa-

role.  An Agent’s Warrant was also 
issued for Anderson with nation-
wide extradition. 

At approximately 7:29 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 12, officers from the 
Grants Pass Police Department re-
sponded after a citizen called and 
said her vehicle was stolen at gun 
point. According to police, officers 
had already been in the area look-
ing for a vehicle with possible sto-
len plates. When police arrived to 
the carjacking scene, they located 
the vehicle with the stolen plates, 
which had been abandoned and 
the driver, who had forcefully tak-
en another vehicle. The suspect, 
later identified as 42-year-old Jer-
emy Anderson, fled the area in the 
stolen Ford Escape.

While officers were still gath-
ering information on the suspect 
and the stolen vehicle, it was lo-
cated traveling in the area of Allen 
Creek Road and Redwood Avenue. 
The suspect vehicle fled from po-
lice at a high rate of speed.  Due 
to the reckless disregard for the 
safety of the public by the suspect, 
officers terminated the pursuit 
and began setting up a perimeter 
to locate the vehicle. Additional 
reports were received about the 
vehicle driving at a high rate of 
speed, possibly heading toward 
Williams Highway.

While officers were attempting 
to locate the suspect off of Wil-
liams Highway, a caller reported 
that another vehicle was stolen in 
the area of Skycrest Lane and the 
suspect had discharged a round 
from a firearm while stealing the 
vehicle. Officers located the sto-
len Ford Escape abandoned and 
another vehicle, a PT Cruiser, had 
been stolen.  Prior to officers ar-
riving on that scene, there was yet 
another report of a vehicle being 
stolen in another nearby area. It 
was later determined the shots 
were fired while the second vehicle 
was being stolen by the suspect.   

With the report of shots being 
fired and multiple vehicles being 
car jacked, deputies with the Jo-
sephine County Sheriff ’s Office 
and Troopers from the Oregon 
State Police responded to assist 
with the investigation. As officers 
arrived on scene, they learned the 
suspect had crashed the stolen PT 
Cruiser then forcibly stole a GMC 
Canyon pickup.

A short time later, there was a 
report of a vehicle that crashed 
near the Valley of the Rogue State 
Park on Interstate 5.  The vehicle 

Pair reported missing last week 

located, arrested by Grants Pass, 

Oregon Police Department

This year’s Orofino Fourth of 
July fireworks show is being dedi-
cated to John Lynch, one of Orofi-
no’s own Pyro-Maniacs, who lost a 
long and valiant fight against can-
cer last year. 

John started his pyro career by 
helping out with the Elk River fire-
works show and continued on for 
the next five years helping provide 
the shows in both Elk River and 
Orofino, until cancer prevented 
him from attending. 

When asked why he enjoyed do-
ing fireworks, John’s reply was al-
ways, “Hey, who doesn’t like blow-
ing up s**t.” 

He was truly a joy to work with 
and was known for breaking out 
in song and dance whenever the 
mood possessed him.

The Pyro-Maniacs, led by Roger 
Burnham of Orofino have provid-

John Lynch

Orofino’s Pyro-Maniacs to dedicate 
this year’s Fourth of July Fireworks 

celebration to John Lynch
ed the Fourth of July fireworks 
for the past 15 years. The name 
came about because all the pyro’s 
were either Orofino High School 
graduates (Maniacs), or married 
to an OHS grad. With the excep-
tion of several helpers over the 
years that were not Maniacs, the 
Pyro-Maniacs consisted of Rog-
er Burnham, Bruce Hanson, Ken 
and Bonnie Miller, Dale Burnham, 
John Lynch, Dale Burnham, Troy 
Shores and Allen Barker. 

Each year, every one of the Py-
ro’s donated his (or) her wages 
back to the community. 

What wasn’t spent at local gro-
cery stores, restaurants and gas 
stations was donated back to the 
Chamber of Commerce to help 
with next year’s show. In order to 
help celebrate John’s contribution 
to our community, the Pyro-Ma-
niacs are going to come out of re-
tirement one more time to assist 
the new pyro-technicians and pro-
vide a special going away party for 
John. 

They encourage everyone to join 

them in celebrating John’s life and 
contribution to making Orofino a 
great place to live. 

The show starts at 10:10 p.m.  
at the Orofino City Park on Mon-
day, July 4. They hope to see you 
there. 

Clearwater County Assessor’s 
Office in the courthouse at 150 
Michigan Ave and the DMV Of-
fice at 2200 Michigan Ave will be 
changing hours of operation as of 
July 11, 2022. 

DMV hours will be Monday – 
Thursday 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Assessor’s Office will be Monday 
– Thursday as well, walk in hours 

Hours of operating change at DMV and 

Clearwater County Assessor’s Office
will be 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., available 
by phone from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The two Offices will be closed 
on Fridays and holidays.

Jeremy AndersonCandi Chandler

Clark Filip, 
NPC Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

The Nez Perce County (NPC)
Board of County Commission-
ers issued a disaster declaration 
on Monday, June 13, 2022. This 
comes after the excessive rainfall 
throughout the weekend, which 
caused rivers and creeks to rise, 
resulting in localized flooding that 
is impacting homes and private 
properties in the area.

The Nez Perce County Road and 

NPC Commissioners sign Disaster 

Declaration for area flooding
Bridge Department, Nez Perce 
County Sheriff ’s Office, and Nez 
Perce County Office of Emergency 
Management responded through-
out the weekend to calls of rising 
water. Sand and sandbags were 
delivered to key locations Monday 
morning to help protect private 
homes and properties as the rain 
continues.

Empty sandbags are available 
at the Nez Perce County Sheriff ’s 
Office for public use. Please call 
the Nez Perce County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice at 208-799-3131 to request 
free, empty sandbags.

Please review the following list 
of roads in Nez Perce County that 
have been impacted by flooding 
and observe the areas to avoid:
•	 Bobbitt Bench: Several wash-

outs reducing the road to one 
lane. Avoid the area and seek 
an alternate route.

•	 Reubens-Gifford Road: Re-
duced to one lane near Look-

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 78. 

Calm wind becoming east around 
5 mph.

Wednesday Night
Increasing clouds, with a low 

around 54. Northeast wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday
Partly sunny, with a high 

near 80. Calm wind becoming 
northwest around 6 mph in the 
afternoon.

Thursday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 56.
Friday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
85.

Friday Night
A chance of showers and 

thunderstorms before midnight, 
then a chance of rain after 
midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 59.

Saturday
A chance of rain after noon. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 77.
Saturday Night

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 57.

Juneteenth
A chance of rain and 

thunderstorms. Partly sunny, with 
a high near 74.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 55.
Monday

A chance of rain. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 71.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 At a work session meeting held 
June 6, Orofino City Council 
members met with Idaho Fish 
and Game (IDFG) Director Ed 
Schriever, J. J. Teare, Clearwater 
Regional Supervisor, Joe DuPont, 
Fisheries Regional Manager, 
Conservation Officer, Mark 
Carson, Eli Felts, Fisheries 
Research Biologist and Don 
Ebert, IDFG Commissioner for 
the Clearwater Region.
 Mayor Sean Simmons explained 
that the work session was in 
response to concern expressed 

IDFG discusses results of recent 

fish count on Dworshak Reservoir
by Dr. Dennis Harper regarding 
an absence of fry recently and a 
decline in the numbers and size 
of bass in the reservoir over the 
last few years. Harper pointed 
out the growing number of bass 
tournaments to be part of the 
problem, Harper also stated that a 
lack of presence of Fish and Game 
officials on Dworshak to ensure 
that anglers are in compliance 
with the limits and regulations is 
a concern. 
 Director Ed Schriever shared a 
little history of his experience and 
involvement with the Clearwater 

region and Dworshak Reservoir, 
beginning in 1989. He worked 
with Harper in the early 90’s on 
the issue of summer drawdowns 
for the salmon runs, and again, 
with Senator Mike Crapo for the 
fertilization program to enhance 
food supply for the kokanee and 
water quality.
 New management regimes 
have helped to improve both 
kokanee and bass populations 
at Dworshak. The reservoir 

(See...IDFG discusses

pg 10A)
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