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Six-day weather 
forecast

“Shifting Towards 

Zero” award...........

(See...........Dworshak Hatchery
 on pg 16A)

 The public is invited to a benefit 
dinner and auction to help raise 
money to cover medical costs for 
Tory Knapp.  
 The benefit will be held on Sat-
urday, April 27, from 5:30 to 9  
p.m. at the Orofino Golf Club with 
a cost of $10 per person.
 Dinner will be pulled pork or 
chicken sandwiches with baked 
beans, coleslaw, drink and des-
sert.  
 Tory had a medical emergency 
on Feb. 7, 2019 that required him 
to be life flighted to Sacred Heart 
Medical Center in Spokane where 
he underwent surgery.  He spent 
11 days in Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU).  He was then transferred 
to the Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Northwest in Spokane where he 
spent another 2 weeks completing 
Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy 
and Occupational Therapy.
 If you would like to donate any 
items to the silent auction please 
contact Sue Gardner 208-512-

Benefit dinner and silent 
auction to be held for 

Tory Knapp this Saturday

Tory Knapp

4878, Heather Corder 208-476-
3193 or Kayliah Knapp 208-827-
0664.

Wednesday 
 Sunny, with a high near 69. 
Light west wind.

Wednesday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
42. West wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm in the morning.

Thursday
 Partly sunny, with a high near 
73. Calm wind.

Thursday Night
 Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 49.

Friday
 A 40 percent chance of showers, 
mainly after 11 a.m. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 68.

Friday Night
 A chance of showers, mainly be-
fore 11 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 42.

Saturday
 A slight chance of showers. 
Mostly sunny, with a high near 62.

Saturday Night
 A slight chance of showers be-
fore 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 39.

Sunday
 A slight chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 60.

Sunday Night
 A slight chance of showers. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
38.

Monday
 A slight chance of showers. Part-
ly sunny, with a high near 62.

 For this year’s OCI celebration, 
the royalty court will have four 
girls to represent the festivities. 
They are Kennedy Howell, the 
daughter of Kenneth and Dusti 
Howell; Samantha Leidheiser, 
daughter of Heather and Ryan 
Smathers and Dean Leidheiser; 
Stephanie Melton, daughter of 
Wade and Dawn Melton, and Em-
ily Nelsen, daughter of Amber and 
Terry Nelsen. All four girls are ju-
niors at Orofino High School.
 The OCI Royalty committee 
members will host a tea for the 
contestants and invited guests on 

Kennedy Howell Samantha Leidheiser

Stephanie Melton Emily Nelsen

Four to reign as 
OCI Royalty

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino Planning and Zoning  
(P&Z) Commission held a public 
hearing at their regular meeting 
April 16 to determine a recom-
mendation to the City Council 
concerning the Annexation and 
Zoning Classification application 
of 319 115th Street. Ryan and 
Heather Smathers are requesting 
voluntary annexation into the city 
limits of Orofino along with an an-
nexation plan and zoning classifi-
cation.
 The property is located in Sec-
tion 2, Township 36 North, and 
Range 1 East, at 319 115th Street, 
Orofino, within the unincorporat-
ed Area of City Impact. The pro-
posed annexation plan classifies 
the request as Category A with a 
zoning recommendation of R-3, 
the Multi-Family Residential Dis-
trict.
 Todd Perry, P&Z Administrator, 
presented the staff report, stating 
that the application met all the re-
quirements. Perry added that he 
had received no written or verbal 
comments on the application.
 As testimony was opened to the 
public of those in attendance, no 
comments were presented either 
in favor or against the request. 
Ken Harvey did have a question 
and spoke during the “neutral or 
uncommitted” phase of the hear-
ing.
 Harvey asked if the property 

P&Z holds public hearing
 for annexation request

owner was aware of the voluntary 
annexation request of the pro-
spective owners. Owner Wendi 
Richardson was present and stat-
ed that she was aware of their re-
quest. 
 Orofino City Council was sched-
uled to make the final decision 
once they received P&Z’s findings 
of facts and recommendations 
at their meeting that was set for 
Tuesday, April 23.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Time was set aside April 22 in 
the Board of Clearwater Coun-
ty Commissioner’s Office for the 
public to comment on the county’s 
obligation for spraying the right 
of way areas of county roads for 
weed control.
 Currently the county has of-
fered property owners the option 
to post no spray signs on their 
property adjacent to the county 
roads, with the agreement that the 
owners would be responsible for 
keeping the right of way adjacent 
to their property free of noxious 
weeds.
 “Of all the ‘No Spray’ signs post-
ed out there, there is really only 
one property, who has respected 
our agreement. We will continue to 
honor our agreement at that site, 
but we can’t ignore our responsi-
bility as residents or as a county,” 
said Commissioner John Smith.
 Other than the commissioners 
and media, the meeting was un-
attended. The office did receive 
a call from Diane Hughes asking 
commissioners to reconsider their 
decision to spray in areas posted 
with signs requesting no spray.
 Commissioner Rick Winkel ex-
plained that the county is obligat-
ed to control the noxious weeds 
on both sides of all county roads. 
 The county is mandated by Stat-
ute 22-2405 for county duties and 
obligations, and Statute 22-2407, 
regarding landowner and citizen 
duties for weed control.
 The county spends $37,000 of 
the taxpayers’ money each year for 
the chemicals alone, plus another 
$65,000 to $70,000 for salaries 
and equipment.
 “It’s disheartening and unfair,” 
continued Smith, “for those land-
owners who do manage noxious 
weeds on their property to have 
the seeds fly from one neighbor’s 
property to the next. It’s a difficult 
piece of legislation to enforce, so 
we are left to spraying those areas 
to help control and manage nox-
ious weeds.”

Orofino 
DMV Office 

closed May 9
 The DMV Office located at 2200 
Michigan Ave Orofino, will be 
closed all day for Spring Training 
in Lewiston, on May 9.  
 The office will reopen the next 
business day as usual.

 

By Kim McCorkle 
Dworshak National Fish
Hatchery and Complex 
Administrative  Support Assistant
 The annual Kids’ Fishing Day, 
sponsored by Dworshak Fisher-
ies Complex and Nez Perce Tribe, 
will be held on Friday, April 26, 
from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.  The Nez 
Perce Tribe and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will host the event 
at Tunnel Pond on Lower Fords 
Creek Road.

County no 

longer honors 

“No spray” 

signs for weeds

Dworshak Hatchery 
to host kid’s Fishing 

Day this Friday
 A shuttle bus will be offered 
with pickup beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
with the shuttle running all day. 
Three bus stops will be utilized 
for pick up and drop off. They will 
be located at Orofino Marketplace 
(formerly IGA), Barney’s Foods 
and the vacant lot across from 
Main Street Tire (next to the fair-
grounds on Main Street).
 Please look for the shuttle bus 

Saturday, May 4 at the VFW. All 
four girls will be included in the 
royalty court, with a queen being 
selected at the tea.
 The Clearwater County Fair 
and OCI Lumberjack Days will 
be held September 12-15. This 
year’s theme is Boots, Jeans, and 
Clearwater Dreams. Paul and Lee 
Pippenger will be the OCI Grand 
Marshals for the event.
 Watch the May 8 issue that will 
feature the co-op ad, sponsored by 
community-minded businesses, 
announcing this year’s queen and 
princesses.

Members of Girl Scout Troop #3719 who have already kicked off the Orofino Community Cleanup 
activities are (l to r): Alexis, Ella, Abbi, Emma, Attli and Zoe. Mindy Montambo is in the back. The 
group cleaned up the Orofino City Park area last Friday in preparation for this Saturday’s annual 
cleanup day.

Orofino Community Cleanup this Saturday
By Tessa Mullinix
Executive Director, 
Orofino Chamber of Commerce
 The Orofino Community Clean-
up will begin April 27, at the City 
Park from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 The Orofino Chamber of Com-
merce would like to thank the Girl 
Scout Troops #3719 (who already 
kicked the event off last Friday) 
for their participation!
 It is not too late to join us in 

helping make our community a 
beautiful place to be.  You can call 
the Chamber Office at 208-476-
4335 to sign up.  We have just 

(See...Community Cleanup
 on pg 16A)
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