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Sports & School - 7A & 8A

Six-day weather 
forecast

(See....Orofino schools

pg 5A)

 The Clearwater County 4-H Pro-
gram’s 2020 4-H Livestock Auc-
tion will be held this Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 10 a.m. (new time) 
outdoors in the Lumberjack Are-
na (next to the Barn).  The auction 
will be an outdoor auction to allow 
social distancing for the commu-
nity. A virtual, online auction will 
also be available for buyers who 
do not attend the live auction. This 
online auction will run simultane-
ously with the live auction. 
 Due to the pandemic, safety 
protocols will be in place such as 
hand washing stations and social 
distancing.  Face coverings are 

FRONT ROW SEAT--Dolan McLean, of Orofino, took this picture of a Skycrane on the MM49 Fire, 
while operating a pumper cat on the fire on Saturday, Sept. 12. As of Tuesday, Sept. 15, the MM49 
Fire is estimated at 2,867 acres and is approximately 65% contained. Fire crews completed the burn-
out operation down to Highway 12 on the southeast area of the fire. Crews worked on mopping up 
along the highway and around private structures within the burnout area on Tuesday. Small islands of 
unburned fuel on the interior of the fire perimeter was burned to clean up and secure the fire. Mop up 
and suppression repair have begun on the north, west, and south perimeters.  Due to the fire activity, 
rocks and debris continue to roll down onto Highway 12, and those traveling on that route should 
exercise caution. (See page 9A of this week’s issue for more fire photos)

Clearwater County 4-H 

Program  Livestock

 Auction set for this 

Saturday at park arena
highly encouraged where social 
distancing cannot be maintained.  
A modified 4-H livestock exhibi-
tion will take place Sept. 17-18, 
and will only be open to 4-H fami-
lies.  
 According to Clearwater County 
Fairboard Vice President, Melanie 
Barrett, meal tickets will begin 
to be used during this weeks 4H 
event.
 Please contact the UI Extension 
Clearwater County 4-H Office at 
208-476-4434 for more informa-
tion. (See page 16A of this week’s 
issue for more auction informa-
tion.) 

 Due to the significant loss of 
homes and property caused by 
the Whitetail Loop fire on Sun-
day, Aug. 30 and the more recent 
Sunnyside Complex Fire (Clover 
and MM49) on Monday, Sept. 7, 
Harold Kinne VFW Post 3296 has 
established an account at Lewis 
Clark Credit Union to help the vic-
tims of these devastating fires.
 Post 3296 has made a sizable 
donation to this account and is 
asking the community to please 
dig deep to help our less fortunate 

 If you are one of the unfortu-
nate property owners that have 
lost their homes/structures in 
these devastating fires the last 
couple weeks, please contact the 
Clearwater County Assessor’s Of-

Assessor’s Office needs to hear 
from property owners that have 

suffered loss in wildfires
fice at 208-476-7042 and provide 
them with information needed.  
 They are trying to get a list of 
properties that they will need to 
visit for casualty loss credit for 
property tax purposes.

VFW establishes account 
for fire victims

neighbors in their time of need.  
 Donations may be dropped off 
at the LCCU branch in Orofino at 
234 Johnson Avenue under the 
“VFW Fire 13” account or at any 
LCCU branch in the Lewis and 
Clark Valley. 
 Donations may also be dropped 
off at Harold Kinne VFW Post 
3296 at 330 Michigan Avenue be-
tween 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.
 Post 3296 through the VFW Dis-
trict Commander has also reached 

out to the State VFW and all state-
wide VFW Posts and American Le-
gion Posts to do anything they can 
to help with this effort.
 The combined fires have burned 
over 3,000 acres with at least 15 
homes, 33 structures and 26 vehi-
cles destroyed.
 Fortunately no fatalities have 
occurred.
 Fire victims in need of assis-
tance may contact Harold Kinne 
VFW Post 3296 in Orofino or call 
208-476-4117.   

By Kathleen Tetwiler
Vice Principal/Activities Director
   Due to positive COVID cases 
at Orofino Junior/Senior High 
School, the District Health De-
partment has recommended the 
Orofino Schools shift to “yellow 
stage” mitigation protocol. This 
protocol requires changes to our 
athletics programs.
     In order to keep our occupancy 
as close to the recommended lev-
els as possible; 
 • Only parents and siblings of 

Changes to OJSHS 
athletics programs

players will be allowed into all 
venues.  This includes inside and 
outside venues.
• Inside venues will require 
masking and distancing between 
other families.  
• Outside venues require distanc-
ing between families and masking 
is highly recommended.  
 We understand this may be dif-
ficult for our fans but we hope 
that these efforts will allow us to 
continue our athletic seasons and 
keep the kids playing.  

The Clearwater Tribune was re-
cently contacted by cattle ranch-
ers from Keuterville to tell of 
their continuing plight of wolves 
killing their livestock. The sur-
rounding of their cattle and the 
killing of a calf were caught on 
game cameras. This incident oc-
curred in the Earthquake Basin 
area in the Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forests. The ranch lost 
10 calves to wolves last year.

 The Sunnyside Complex is cur-
rently comprised of three fires: the 
Clover Fire and MM49 Fire (along 
the Highway 12 corridor between 
Lenore and Kamiah) and the Iron 
Gate Fire (located approximately 
eight miles southeast of Clarkia.)  

Clover Fire
  As of Tuesday, Sept. 15, the 
Clover Fire is estimated at 1,632 
acres and is approximately 95% 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Prior to addressing the cur-
rent status of the district regard-
ing Covid, Dr. Michael Garrett, 
Superintendent for Joint School 
District 171, in his most recent 
update via YouTube released Sept. 
11, expressed his sentiments for 
those families impacted by recent 
wildfires. “Our hearts go out to 
those losing homes and fighting 
the fires. It’s been a very difficult 
time for a lot of people. Hopefully 
we can get this under control, get 
things managed and people can 
get back to their routines and get 
those homes rebuilt. Thank you to 
all those workers and volunteers 
for their support.”

OJSHS and OES
move to yellow phase

 Beginning Sept. 14, the district 
will move into the ‘yellow’ phase 

Yellow phase for Orofino 
schools as of Sept. 14

of school plans for Orofino Ju-
nior/Senior High School (OJSHS) 
and Orofino Elementary School 
(OES), while Timberline Schools, 
Peck and Cavendish elementaries 
remain in the ‘green’ phase.
 Hours before the special called 
school board meeting on Sept. 8, 
Garrett had received a recommen-
dation from Carol Moehrle, Direc-
tor for the Public Health District 
for North Central Idaho to consid-
er moving into the yellow phase of 
school plans. She also stated that 
though Public Health gives input 
and guidance, decisions are up 
to the superintendent and school 
board. The board reviewed the let-
ter and made the decision to move 
into yellow for now, with the hopes 
of returning to green soon. 
 Garrett said he hoped to clari-
fy recent developments within the 

district, as he believed there is 
quite a bit of misinformation cir-
culating throughout the communi-
ty.
 Garrett confirmed that 
“Clearwater County is still in the 
green phase, due to the number 
of cases per capita. Yet, with-
in the school, we are well within 

Wednesday
Widespread smoke. Sunny, with 

a high near 78. Calm wind becom-
ing east around 6 mph.

Wednesday Night
Widespread smoke. Mostly 

clear, with a low around 55. Light 
and variable wind.

Thursday
Widespread haze. Sunny, with a 

high near 86. Light east wind.
Thursday Night

Widespread haze. Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 56.

Friday
A 50 percent chance of rain, 

mainly after noon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 81.

Friday Night
Showers likely and possibly a 

thunderstorm. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 54.

Saturday
Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 73.
Saturday Night

A chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before midnight. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 51.

Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

77.
Sunday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
49.

Monday
Sunny, with a high near 80.

Local fires update
contained. Firefighters continue 
patrolling and mopping up interi-
or hotspots or hazard trees which 
could pose a threat to struc-
tures, powerlines, or containment 
lines.  Interior smoke will like-
ly continue to be visible as tree 
stumps smolder, but the contain-
ment line is quite secure. Crews 
have begun suppression repair 
and a Resource Advisor has been 
evaluating suppression rehabilita-
tion needs. 

MM 49 Fire
 (See information with photo on 
this page)

 Iron Gate fire
 The fire is approximately 115 
acres and is approximately 50% 
contained. The gain in acre-
age was due to more accurate 
mapping and not related to fire 
growth.  The southern portion of 
the fire has burned downslope 
to West Fork Stony Creek where 
moist conditions have minimized 
fire spread. Firefighters have com-
pleted handlines along the eastern 
fire perimeter, hand line and hose 

(See....Local fires

pg 10A)

NOTICE:
Clearwater Highway 
District Road closure

 The Clearwater Highway District 
announces that Cemetery Road to 
Camas Road will be closed Tues-
day, Sept. 22,  The detour will be 
Camas to Larson to Musselshell 
Road.

Council grants permission to close 
Johnson and College avenues
Friday & Saturday for vendors....
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