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Wednesday, April 27, 
will be the last  
issue to run 

Political Letters to the 
Editor concerning the  

May 17 election.

Political Letters 
submitted after the 

April 27 issue  
will be submitted as 
paid advertisements

 The family of Michael J. Trap-
pett, 48, the Orofino man shot 
and killed by Clearwater County 
Sheriff’s Deputies, have filed a tort 
claim against Clearwater County. 
Trappett was shot during a con-
frontation with two deputies Jan. 
31. The incident is currently be-
ing reviewed by the Latah County 
Prosecutor’s Office.
 Clearwater County Sheriff Chris 

Sheriff reports some information is incorrect

Family of man killed in 
officer-involved shooting 

files tort claim
Goetz released a press release 
last week, stating that some of 
the information in the tort claim 
is incorrect, including the names 
of the deputies involved and a de-
scription of the confrontation.
 Trappett was shot during a con-
frontation with deputies outside 
his parents’ home on Harmony 
Heights Loop Road in Orofino. 
According to an earlier sheriff’s 
office report, the deputies had 
been dispatched to the residence 
about 2:24 a.m. Jan. 31 for a re-
port of an aggressive intoxicated 
man armed with a knife. When the 
deputies arrived, they were not 
able initially to locate the man, but 
later encountered him outside the 
residence.
 The man, later identified as 
Trappett, was reportedly armed 
with a knife and became aggres-
sive toward the deputies with the 
knife, the news release said. Ac-
cording to the report, Trappett 
would not respond to verbal com-
mands and deadly force was used.
 Both deputies had body camer-
as recording the incident and the 
footage, along with audio record-
ings from the sheriff’s dispatch of-
fice, were turned over to the Lew-
iston Police Department, which 
investigated the incident.
 Goetz reported that he looks 
forward to the completion of the 
review by the Latah County pros-
ecutor “so that the reports related 
to this case can be shared public-
ly.” As of press time, Latah County 
Prosecutor Bill Thompson said he 
has not yet completed his review 
of the incident and could make no 
further comment on it.

By Elizabeth Morgan
Dr. Dennis Harper shared his 

concern with the Mayor and Orofi-
no City Council at their regular 
meeting held April 12, regarding 
the mortality rate of fish during 
fishing tournaments on Dworshak 
Reservoir.

Tournament fishing has dra-
matically increased in the last 
several years, with the target be-
ing bass. Harper confirmed there 
are 12 scheduled tournaments for 
this year.

Harper noted several fac-
tors first identified by Harold 
Schramm (2018 Bassmaster 
Classic at Lake Hartwell), to place 
additional stress on fish during 
fishing tournaments resulting in 
delayed mortality of those fish 
caught and released.

Once caught and placed in live-
wells with water temperatures at 
84 degrees and cooler, studies 
indicated there was 100 percent 
survival rate if they are weighed 
and immediately released. 

The Bassmaster Elite Series 

Council hears the impact 

of fishing tournaments at 
Dworshak Reservoir

has initiated a trend to require an-
glers to have an official in the boat 
to weigh the fish so that they may 
be released right away.

However, bass are usually re-
leased in waters surrounding the 
weigh-in, typically in an area of 
the lake far from where they were 
originally caught. Consequently, 
catch-and-release tournaments 
have the potential to displace fish 
outside of their known home rang-
es.

Harper spends a good deal of 
time fishing at Dworshak Reser-
voir, and has noticed the decline 
in the number and size of fish in 
the past two years. 

He also noted the influx of peo-
ple to our area, both to recreate 
and live. 

Harper stated, with an increas-
ing number of people fishing, their 
inexperience with proper fish han-
dling and good stewardship prac-
tices, all create a cumulative effect 
that is unhealthy for fish popula-
tion, which has had a tremendous 
impact on the number of fish.

Explaining he had no direct ev-
idence, Harper said he has heard 
reports of non-resident fishers 
fishing above Grandad Bridge, 
limiting out in the morning and 
returning in the evening to do the 
same.

He also stated that in the last 
three years he has seen no evi-
dence of Fish and Game enforce-
ment presence at all on Dworshak 
Reservoir.

Harper asked for a letter from 

Wednesday
Partly sunny, with a high near 

61. Calm wind becoming south-
east 5 to 7 mph in the morning.

Wednesday Night
Rain. Low around 43. South 

southeast wind around 6 mph 
becoming calm in the evening. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. 
New precipitation amounts be-
tween a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Thursday
Rain likely, then showers and 

possibly a thunderstorm after 
noon. High near 59. Calm wind 
becoming west around 5 mph in 
the afternoon. Chance of precipita-
tion is 80%. New rainfall amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch, except higher amounts pos-
sible in thunderstorms.

Thursday Night
A 30 percent chance of showers 

and thunderstorms before mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 39.

Friday
A 30 percent chance of showers 

and thunderstorms after noon. 
Partly sunny, with a high near 61.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 40.
Saturday

A slight chance of rain after 
noon. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 61.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

39.
Sunday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
65.

Sunday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

41.
Monday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
68.

By Nancy Butler
The annual Harold Kinne Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars Post #3296 
and Auxiliary held their annual 
Easter Egg Hunt April 18 at the 
Orofino City Park.

About 3,000 plastic eggs with 
candy were put out for three dif-
ferent age groups for children up 
to eight years old. Many of the eggs 
had slips of paper denoting priz-
es besides the candy (too many to 
take a prize winner photo).

In addition to the VFW and 
Auxiliary, UMF Motorcycle Club 
helped to hide the eggs. Orofino 
Fire Department assisted with the 
public address system and horn 
to start the hunt.

Weather was overcast and cool, 
but dry during the hunt.

Jameson Willis, 2, brings his Easter Egg Hunt treasures to his 
mom, Tabby Willis, for safe keeping. The event was held Saturday 
at the Orofino City Park and was hosted by the Harold Kinne Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post #3296 members and Auxiliary. Jameson’s 
dad is Jack Willis, all of Orofino. Photo by Nancy Butler

OES Kindergarten 
Roundup 2022-2023

Orofino Elementary would like 

to extend a warm welcome to new 

kindergarten students and par-

ents for the 2022-2023 school 

year. 

Please plan to attend our Kin-

dergarten Round-up and regis-

tration on Friday, May 6. Appoint-

ment times will be scheduled from 

7:30-3 p.m.  Parents, please bring 

your student and expect to spend 

about an hour.  

Documents you will need in-

clude:

•	 -an original birth certificate

•	 -current immunization record

Clearwater Valley Clinic will be 

offering free immunizations in or-

der to provide parents an oppor-

tunity to update their child’s im-

munization.

Please call the OES office for 

questions or to schedule an ap-

pointment as soon as possible at 

476-4212.

To make this a special day for 

your upcoming kindergartener, 

families are asked to limit their 

visit to just the child registering 

for school and their parents or 

guardians. Please do not bring 

siblings. Registration is by ap-

pointment only. 

The Chamber of Commerce, 
City of Orofino, KLER, and Orofi-
no Rotary Club are spearheading a 
community spring clean-up effort 
again this year. Individuals and 
organizations are asked to clean 
up around their homes and work 
places. In addition, groups and in-
dividuals are encouraged to sign 
up and clean an area in need in 
their neighborhood or community. 
To sign up or for more informa-
tion please contact the Clearwater 
County Chamber of Commerce at 
(208) 476-4335 or 6cdirector@
gmail.com – Erica Holland, Direc-
tor.

In celebration of Arbor Day, Ur-
ban Forestry of Orofino (UFO) in 

By Elizabeth Morgan
  Clearwater County Commis-
sioners at their weekly meeting 
held April 18, approved changes 
for the job description and grade 
rating for Christy Gering, Court 
Supervisor, who has been with the 
county for 19 years.
 County Clerk Carrie Bird was 
in attendance to point out that 
Gering is currently ranked in the 
ninth category, which prevents 
her from being able to move up 
in spite of all the overtime she 
puts in but is not paid. Bird rec-
ommended Gering be considered 
for a rating of 11, which was com-
parable to the ratings received by 
other Clearwater County supervi-
sors, as well as court clerk salary 
surveys for 2021 in neighboring 
counties.
 “We want to retain the employ-
ees we have. She is not only the 
court supervisor but the court 
administrator as well; she is re-
sponsible for training; she under-
stands what needs to be done on a 
daily basis,” stated Bird. 
 District Court Judge Gregory 
FitzMaurice and Judge Roland 
Gammill, Trial Court Administra-
tor, Second Judicial District, at-
tended the meeting via Zoom and 

Commissioners consider
adjustments for court 
clerk’s job description

supportive of the proposed adjust-
ment.
 Gammill spoke of the difficul-
ties in finding and keeping Court 
Clerks throughout the state, say-
ing those with as much experi-
ence and knowledge as Gering has 
would be nearly impossible to re-
place. “It takes years to learn the 
court system.”
 FitzMaurice stated he could 
not stress enough how import-
ant the court supervisor is to the 
functioning of the court. Staffing 
is difficult. He said he had lost 
three within a fairly short period 
of time. It was also disclosed that 
Gering is presently the clerk oth-
er county clerks call for answers 
to their questions. “She’s a very 
good clerk, if she leaves, we’re in 
a tough position,” added FitzMau-
rice.
 Commissioner Vincent Frazier 
made the motion to adjust Ger-
ing’s grade to 11, equal to the 
grades of other county supervi-
sors which was seconded by Com-
missioner Mike Ryan.
 Frazier stated that no monetary 
changes would be made at that 
time as Commissioner and Chair 
Rick Winkel was not in attendance 
to make a change in payroll. 

Community Clean-up date 

planned for April 30
conjunction with the Idaho Dept. 
of Lands will be giving out free 
seedlings and holding an event 
raffle for ornamental trees. Infor-
mation on planting and tree care 
will be available.  For more infor-
mation call the City of Orofino at 
(208) 476-4725.

Clean out your cabinets as the 
Clearwater County Sheriff ’s De-
partment will be collecting unused 
prescription medication to protect 
water quality and to prevent mis-
use.  They are happy to take your 
unused prescription medications 
and dispose of them properly. 
Clearwater County Sheriff ’s De-
partment will be at Cannon Park 
(corner of Michigan Avenue & Riv-
erside Avenue) the day of Commu-
nity Clean Up.

The community garage & estate 
sale in the Orofino City Park fair 
exhibition building will also be 
going on this year thanks to the 
Orofino Rotary Club. This is a 
good opportunity to clean up and 
recycle your household goods and 
make money doing it or support a 
good cause. Please contact Cathy 
at 208-851-8247 for more infor-
mation or to reserve a booth.

Scheduled activities on 
Saturday April 30 at Orofino 

City Park
Community Clean-Up:
•	 Free trash bag available for sig-

nup participants from 7 a.m. to 

(See......Community Clean-up
pg 2A)

OCI meeting set 
for April 26

By Tammy Gilmer
The first Orofino Celebrations 

Inc. (OCI) meeting for the year will 
be Tuesday, April 26, 6 p.m. at the 
White Pine Building.

Plans for the upcoming year will 
begin for Sept. 15-18.  

The theme proposed is “Fair 
Fun For Everyone.” Anyone inter-
ested in helping is invited to at-
tend.

VFW Easter egg 
hunt in the park has 

thousands of eggs
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