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Sports & School - 7A

Six-day weather 
forecast

(See...........School board
pg 4A)

Injury crash on

Highway 12.........

A Great Gray Owl  is pictured near a farmer’s field on Dent Bridge Road. Photo by Le Ann Wilson

The Weippe Rodeo Association would like to welcome their 2021 
Wild Weippe Rodeo Queen, Breyer Boyer, and her horse ‘Rein’ (top 
photo) to their rodeo family. Breyer is the daughter of Bobbi and 
Clint Boyer of Fraser. Her grandparents are Marie and Gerry Ar-
mitage, also of Fraser. The Association would also like to welcome 
the 2021 Princess, Tyra Rebel and her horse Goby, to their rodeo 
family. Tyra is the daughter of Kaylee Mendenhall, of Weippe, and 
Donnie Hueth. Her grandparents are Mechell and Chuck Menden-
hall, also of Weippe.

 Restorative work on the Canada 
Hill reservoir will begin Sept, 1, 
and is estimated to take anywhere 
from 20 to 30 days to complete, 
according to Mike Martin, the 
City’s Water/Wastewater Supervi-
sor.
 The City will begin drawing 
down water from the tank this 
week. Residents on Dewey Avenue 
and Highland Court are most like-
ly to notice periodic fluctuations 
in water pressure. On Monday, 
Aug. 31, the tank will be taken off 
the line and crews will work to 
regulate the pressure.
 Martin recommends house-
holds prepare and have water 
stored ahead of time and to con-
serve as much as possible.
 The city looks forward to getting 
this task completed. Appreciation 
is extended to the residents affect-
ed for their patience     throughout 
the project.

Work on Canada

 Hill reservoir

 begins Sept. 1

Wednesday
Mostly clear, with a high near 

92. Calm wind.
Wednesday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
54. Calm wind.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 91. 

Light and variable wind.
Thursday Night

Clear, with a low around 52.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 92.
Friday Night

Clear, with a low around 54.
Saturday

Sunny, with a high near 92.
Saturday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
54.

Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

80.
Sunday Night

A slight chance of showers. Part-
ly cloudy, with a low around 49.

Monday
A slight chance of showers. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 81.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 As schools throughout Joint 
District #171 prepare to welcome 
students for the 2020-2021 school 
year Aug. 26, the school board 
held their regular meeting virtu-
ally Aug. 18, to update and con-
tinue the discussion for tentative 
school plans and to reach a final 
decision. Whatever the decision, it 
was obvious not everyone will be 
pleased, but hopefully the com-
munity can agree to work together 
to keep our kids in school and get 
through this pandemic, while pro-
tecting those at higher risk. 
 Last month, school plans ini-
tially proposed universal face 
masking throughout the district. 
In a special meeting on Aug. 3, a 
motion was made by Greg Gerot, 
and seconded by Greg Billups to 
amend the plan to accept univer-
sal face coverings as an option to 

School board decides masks aren’t 

mandatory, but highly recommended
wearing a mask.  The motion car-
ried with a vote of 3-2. Angela 
Pomponio and Dr. Charity Rob-
inson voted no. The board agreed 
to revisit the plan to explore the 
transmission rate the week prior 
to opening. 
 Public comment typically ap-
pears early in the school agenda 
and there were nine requests to 
address the board that evening, 
verbally via Zoom, as well as by 
letter. Each were held to a three 
minute time limit in which to 
speak.
 Parental concern focused pri-
marily on the potential adverse 
affects of masks on children for 
lengthy period of times. Several 
asked for masks to be used only 
in certain areas or circumstances. 
Primarily most who spoke, want-
ed the decision to be left to the dis-
cretion of the parents.
 Another concern echoed 
throughout public comment re-
lated to the verbage “doors locked 
for controlled entry” and “closed 
campus” stated in the school 
plans, which was widely under-
stood by many, to mean parents/
grandparents would be denied 
access or that the school was pre-
venting anyone from visiting.
 Additional opposition came 
forth from when it was noted that 
none of the other northern Idaho 
communities large or small, nor 
Lewiston for example (who has ex-
perienced more confirmed Covid 
cases than Clearwater County), 
have required masks during the 
green stage. Many patrons felt it 
was too extreme for the number 
of cases currently reported in the 
county.
 Michelle George, a teacher from 
OJSHS shared a slightly different 
perspective. “Everyone is in agree-
ment that the best way to educate 
our children is face to face. Most 
kids learn best that way.
 “There’s three things we can 
control; a) we can sanitize, b) dis-
tance ourselves, and c) wear face 
masks.
 “I don’t want to wear a mask, 

they can be uncomfortable. I know 
that long term mask use can have 
an effect on the social and emo-
tional health of our kids, but the 
reality is: if we don’t wear masks, 
there’s a very good chance we will 
be closed quickly.”
 Dr. Ann Scholar spoke on be-
half of the medical staff  at Clear-
watter Valley Hospital and Clinics, 
regarding the reopening schools. 
“The reopening of our schools un-
fortunately coincide with same pe-
riod of time that the coronavirus 
has entered the community. As a 
rural community, which typically 
sees transmission of the virus lat-
er, the medical staff has had the 
chance to look at how other com-
munities, those larger and harder 
hit, to explore ways it was man-
aged. We have had the opportunity 
to improve our response and to 
put in place advanced knowledge.
 “With the increase of cases in 
our locality,” continued Scholar, 
“we strongly feel that reducing 
the rate of infection amongst our 
school aged children, will also 
help reduce the rate of infection to 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Aug. 19
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
91
98
94
86
86
80
---

Min.
56
58
56
60
56
51
---

Pre.
.00
.00
.09
.00
.00
.00
---

Last Week’s 
Weather

Aug. 17
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Last week’s 

weather is not 

available due 

to Covid-19 

precautions
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