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THREE WEEKS

Wednesday 
 Sunny, with a high near 69. 
Northeast wind 3 to 5 mph.

Wednesday Night
 Mostly clear, with a low around 
36. Light east northeast wind.

Thursday
 Sunny, with a high near 68. 
Calm wind.

Thursday Night
 Partly cloudy, with a low around 
39.

Friday
 Mostly sunny, with a high near 
64.

Friday Night
 A slight chance of showers. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
41.

Saturday
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 58.

Saturday Night
 A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 40.

Sunday
 A chance of showers, with a 
high near 56.

Sunday Night
 Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 36.

Monday
 Sunny, with a high near 63.

(See......Mayor requests
on pg 4A)

By Roger Phillips, 
Public Information Supervisor
 Idaho Fish and Game on Fri-
day, March 15 received federal 
reauthorization for its steelhead 
fishing season, so fishing will con-
tinue uninterrupted, and the two 
areas currently closed will reopen 
immediately. 
 Steelhead fishing resumes in 
the following locations: The Main 
Salmon River between Warren 
Creek and the Copper Mine Boat 
Ramp. South Fork of Clearwater 
River upstream of the Mount Ida-
ho Grade Bridge. 
 Per Fish and Game director’s 
order, bag limits for steelhead an-
glers will remain as follows: One 
steelhead daily in the Mainstream 
Clearwater, North Fork Clearwater, 
Middle Fork Clearwater, Salmon, 
and Little Salmon rivers, and the 
Snake River from the Washington 
state line upstream to the Dug Bar 
Boat Ramp.
 Two steelhead daily in the South 
Fork Clearwater River and Snake 
River from the Dug Bar Boat 
Ramp to Hells Canyon Dam.
 Only hatchery steelhead may be 
kept if the adipose fin has been 
clipped as evidenced by a healed 
scar.
 The federal agency that autho-

 Registered voters for the City of 
Elk River returned to the polls or 
the post office in most cases, to 
cast their votes for the recall elec-
tion for Mayor Dave Brown, 65, 
following a petition of numerous 
allegations against the mayor.
 Three people in the City of Elk 
River registered the day of the 
election to make a total of 81 reg-
istered voters in that precinct.
 Voter turnout was at 80.2 per-
cent with 65 ballots cast. There 
were 21 votes in favor of recalling 
the mayor to 44 votes against the 
recall. Brown needed at least 32 
votes to remain in office, one more 
than he received when he was first 
elected in November 2017
 Election results were deemed fi-
nal once canvassed by the County 
Commissioners on March 18.

City of Elk 
River Mayor 
remains in 

office

F&G receives Federal steelhead
 permit and fishing continues

rizes Idaho’s steelhead fishing, 
National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, had up until 
the fall of 2018 allowed Fish and 
Game to hold fishing seasons for 
nearly a decade while a permit ap-
plication was pending. 

 However, several groups threat-
ened to sue NOAA over the lack of 
a permit, which prompted to the 
Fish and Game Commission to 
order a suspension of the season 
in December.But Fish and Game 
officials and the groups reached 
a settlement that allowed most 
steelhead fishing to continue while 
NOAA officials processed the per-
mit. 
 “During this difficult period, 
we greatly appreciate the patience 
of anglers, outfitters and guides, 
and other businesses and com-
munities that rely on steelhead 
fishing,” said Fish and Game’s 
Fisheries Bureau Chief Jim Fred-
ericks. “While it was NOAA’s in-
action that created this situation, 
we appreciate NOAA staff working 
diligently to expedite this permit 
in a valid and legally defensible 
way and completing it when prom-
ised, despite a federal government 
shutdown that lasted more than a 
month.” 

Orofino Rotary members Norm Fitzsimmons and Elizabeth Morgan 
serve shrimp gumbo at the Rotary Louisiana catfish fry scholarship 
fundraiser, held Saturday at the Ponderosa Restaurant. There were 
158 tickets sold for the annual event. Photo by Charlie Pottenger

 The Orofino Celebrations royal-
ty committee is inviting this year’s 
Juniors from OJSHS and THS to 
compete for the 2019 royalty to 
reign over the 72nd Orofino Lum-
berjack Days.  The royalty compe-
tition is going to be held, Saturday, 
May 4 with a tea in the afternoon 
and the royalty talent show that 
evening.
 To clarify rumors--if there are 
five girls or more trying out, OCI 
will have the traditional talent 
show and selling of tickets.  The 
committee is not trying to discour-
age any girl from trying out, but 
the main reason for the last few 
years and the modified contest is 
due to low numbers of girls inter-
ested and saving money for OCI.  
A full contest is costly and not 
worth spending the money and 
time for small numbers.  
 Those Junior girls, currently 
enrolled in high school in Orofi-
no or Timberline can sign up.  
The sign-up sheet is at OJSHS 
and Timberline girls can call 
Tammy Gilmer at 208-827-0075.  
The deadline to sign up is Tues-
day, April 2.  Questions may be 
directed to Tammy Gilmer.

Orofino Celebrations 
invites junior/senior 
girls to participate in 
royalty competition

By Elizabeth Morgan 
 An annexation request for real 
property located at 319 115th 
Street was submitted by Orofino 
Mayor Ryan Smathers, and his 
wife, Heather, at the Orofino City 
Council meeting held March 12.
 Smathers explained that he and 
his wife have decided to purchase 
a home which sits just outside of 
the city limits, but is contiguous 
to the city boundaries. In his let-
ter to the council Smathers stat-
ed he was not sure why this par-
cel was left out from the original 
annexation of the Riverside area. 
“Since I am purchasing this piece 
of property, I would like to rem-
edy this unknown dilemma. I am 
voluntarily requesting the City of 
Orofino annex a portion of this 
property into the city.”
 The letter continues: “Idaho 
Code 50-222 identifies this re-
quest as a Category A Annexation. 
There are no other property own-
ers involved in this voluntary re-
quest. Therefore, nobody has legal 
standing to object.
 “Currently, there are four prop-
erties contiguous with the proper-
ty we wish to annex. These prop-
erties are all in the city limits.
 “As a citizen of the city, I am 
happy to pay the additional prop-
erty taxes to have the privilege to 
vote and be represented by the 
City Council. I will also be able to 

Mayor requests new 
residence be annexed

retain my position as Mayor and 
continue to serve my community.
 “This annexation process would 
be on a fast-track and if acted upon 
immediately by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (P&Z), the 
process should be completed by 
the end of April, 2019. The Public 
Hearing Process for a Category A 
Annexation will follow the require-
ments of Idaho Code 67-6509 and 
will require only one public hear-
ing at the P&Z level unlike recent 
annexation requests where multi-
ple public hearings were required. 
The enactment of an Annexation 
Ordinance along with a new legal 
description amending the current 
city boundaries must be approved 
by the Idaho Tax Commission.”
 The council approved forward-
ing the request to P&Z, which was 
held March 19.

“Skate-a-thon”
 Orofino High School student 
Christian Norman spoke to coun-
cil members regarding a pro-
posed fundraiser to help with the 
construction of the skate park. 
He and a fellow student, Malachi 
Kirk, have chosen the “Skate-a-
thon” fundraiser as their senior 
project.
 The event will include anything 
on wheels as long as it isn’t mo-
torized and can be ridden safely. 

 Unable to find a buyer for the 
retail side of Shopko, the com-
pany announced that it will begin 
liquidating assets and close all of 
the remaining stores by mid-June. 
This brings an end to the brick-
and-mortar business that started 
in Green Bay, WI, with one loca-
tion in 1962.
 Shopko announced in February 
plans to close 250 stores at an at-
tempt to scale back the business 
and work through bankruptcy. 
The closing list was expanded this 
Monday to include the 120 stores 
that Shopko had hoped to keep 
open.
 An auction was scheduled for 
Tuesday by the bankruptcy court, 
hoping to drive up the price of 
initial bids that were submitted 
last week. But, on Monday, it was 
announced the auction had been 
canceled and a bankruptcy con-
sultant will oversee liquidation 
over the next 10 to 12 weeks.
 Shopko is continuing to evaluate 
options for its optical business. It 
had hoped to make the business 
into standalone locations as part 
of the reorganization. The optical 
business now becomes one of the 
assets to be sold in the liquidation 
process.

Shopko to 
close all stores 

by mid-June

 The prosecution alleges jealou-
sy and rage over a boyfriend led 
to the murder of Samantha Fig-
nani on May 22, 2017. Clearwater 
County Prosecutor E. Clayne Ty-
ler alleges Jessica Colpitts, 33, 
shot and killed Fignani in a jeal-
ous rage over her involvement 
with Colpitts’ former boyfriend, 
Savij “Jojo” Walker. 
 Opening day of testimony in 2nd 
District court was Monday. The 
trial is being held in the Idaho 
County Courthouse, Grangeville, 
with Judge Gregory FitzMaurice 
presiding. A jury of seven men and 
seven women, including two alter-
nates, was chosen last week.
 Colpitts, who has maintained 
her innocence throughout the al-
most two years leading up to her 
trial, is charged with first-degree 
murder. All three, Fignani, Col-
pitts and Walker, were of Orofino 
at the time. The prosecution al-
leges that Fignani and Walker had 
moved in together and were lovers 
at the time of the shooting.
 The prosecution will present 
recorded phone conversations, 
including a heated one between 
Colpitts and Walker, concern-
ing his relationship with Fignani, 
and forensics examinations which 
includes DNA evidence from Col-
pitts’ clothes and shotgun residue 
from the inside of a car where she 
was reportedly sitting.
 Evidence also includes video 
recordings from buildings located 
near where Colpitts lived and Fig-
nani lived that will show a time-
line of an hour and 28 minutes be-
tween Colpitts’ and Walker’s last 
phone call and when Fignani was 
killed.
 Defense attorney Mark Monson, 
of Moscow, stated in his opening 
statement that the likely killer of 
Fignani is Cassie Madsen, also of 
Orofino, and her motive alleged-
ly stems from drugs, the use and 
sale of meth.
 Courtney McGhan, of Lewiston, 
was the first witness to be called 

Opening arguments 
heard in murder trial

in the trial. McGhan was at the 
duplex located on Riverside where 
the shooting occurred, the day 
Fignani was shot. She testified 
that Fignani’s former boyfriend 
had been arrested and Fignani 
reportedly had plans to sell meth-
amphetamines to help fund his le-
gal defense.
 McGhan reported there were 
drugs and drug transactions going 
on in the crowd she and Fignani 
spent time with. McGhan testi-
fied she was in the garage of the 
duplex the day of the shooting, 

Testimony for the first-degree 
murder trial of Jessica Colpitts 
began Monday in Idaho County.

doing laundry. She heard a gun-
shot and Fignani screaming, “Call 
911.” She looked inside the du-
plex and saw Fignani on the floor, 
facedown. She yelled at a neighbor 
to call 911 and went back inside 
with Fignani, where she laid on 
the floor with her. She testified 
she told Fignani it was going to be 
okay, but Fignani was silent.

Jaycee McHone, of Fraser, found 
the Clearwater Tribune’s first 
buttercup of the year.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Clearwater County Free Library 
District (CCFLD) Board of Trust-
ees met March 12, in Weippe for 
their regular board meeting with a 
full board of trustees.
 Chairman Jason Berreth wel-
comed Rosan Monaghan, newly 
appointed trustee as of March 8, 
to the board. Terri Summerfield 
provided trustees with contact 
numbers of the other board mem-
bers. Bills and two sets of min-
utes were approved, one from the 
meeting held Feb. 12 and the oth-
er for the special meeting March 
8. 

Unfinished business
 The Vision/Long Range Plan 
Committee was tabled until July 
when it could be addressed by the 
newly elected board.
 The revised technology policy 
relocation and the revised tele-
phone policy concerning patrons’ 
use of the library telephone were 
adopted.

CMPL contract
 The origins and the length of 
the Clearwater Memorial Pub-
lic Library (CMPL) contract were 
discussed. Questions were raised 

A full board 
once again 
for CCFLD

(See..........A full board
on pg 5A)
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