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Six-day weather 
forecast

Orofino girls’
basketball beats
St. Maries........... 

 In a preliminary hearing held 
Dec. 11 in Clearwater County, 
before Magistrate David Judd, 
Cassie L. Madsen, 37, of Orofino 
was bound over to Second Dis-
trict Court for the felony charge of 
aiding and abetting in connection 
with the 2017 murder of Saman-
tha Fignani.
 In a complaint filed by 
Clearwater County Prosecutor 
Clayne Tyler, Madsen drove Jessi-
ca Colpitts to the home of Saman-
tha Fignani, believing Colpits was 
going to confront and engage in a 
battery upon Fignani regarding an 
affair between Fignani and Col-
pitts’ former boyfriend, Joseph 
Walker.
 Madsen had testified earli-
er that Colpitts had asked her 
to drive her to Fignani’s house 
late in the afternoon of May 22, 
2017. Madsen said she waited in 
the car as Colpitts went up to the 
door. Though she couldn’t see the 
front door from the car, Madsen 
said she heard Fignani answer fol-
lowed by a gunshot.
 According to Madsen’s testi-
mony, as Colpitts returned to the 
car, Madsen said that Colpitts was 
laughing as she said, “I shot her in 
the crotch. She’ll live.”  It was only 
then that Madsen said she knew 
of the .410 shotgun Colpitts had 
with her, as she had attempted to 
hand it to Madsen as she climbed 
into the car’s back seat.
 Madsen refused to hold the gun 
and said she drove Colpitts back 
to her house, before returning to 

Orofino woman charged with aiding 
and abetting in Fignani murder

her own home.
 Fignani died shortly after the 
attack, at Clearwater Valley Hospi-
tal.
 An Idaho County jury convicted 
34 year-old Colpitts in March of 
this year of first-degree murder. 
In September, Colpitts was sen-

tenced by Judge Gregory FiztMau-
rice to life in prison, with a fixed 
term of 18 years. 
 Madsen is represented by Attor-
ney Tom Clark of Clark and Fee-
ney law firm in Lewiston, and is 
scheduled to enter a plea Jan. 21 
at 1 p.m.

 

By Bob Stiffler, Director of
Lifeline Food Pantry
 Sometime between Thursday, 
Dec. 12 and Monday, Dec. 16 
someone helped themselves to the 
catalytic converter of the Lifeline 
Food Pantry truck, sawing it neat-
ly off at both ends.
 Whoever you are, you have van-
dalized the truck which is needed 
for acquisition of 4000 pounds of 
food per week to supply 250 fami-
lies in our area.
 The cost of repairs will have to 
be procured from the very needed 
funding that comes in to meet the 
needs of the people we serve. We 
are volunteers, earning nothing, 
and all funding goes to the work it-
self for the supplying of food. You 
have hindered this seriously and 
in winter time when this truck is 
much needed to help families. 
 If anyone has any information 
concerning this theft please con-
tact the Orofino Police Depart-
ment at 208-476-5551. 

Lifeline Food Pantry 

truck vandalized

Orofino Police Department’s (OPD) Christmas 911 fundraiser basketball game was held Tuesday, Dec. 
10, between OPD and the Orofino High School girls’ basketball team at the high school gym. The 
fundraiser is used to raise money to purchase meals and gifts for local families in need during Christ-
mastime, and is sponsored by OPD. Shown, back row, (l to r) are OPD’s Matthew Russell, Sgt. Vince 
Frazier, Lahni Ireland, Chief Jeff Wilson and Michael Dietrick. Shown, front row, are the Orofino High 
School girls’ team members, and winners of the Christmas 911 game, Sydnie Zywina, Grace Beardin, 
Kaylynn Johnson, Riley Schwartz and Shayla Shuman. Photo by Cindy Beardin

Council revisits Lower 
Orofino Creek flood 
mitigation project

(See....Council revisits
pg 14A)

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Owner of the Krystal Café, Kelly 
Kircher says she loves decorating 
for each of the holidays, but the 
one we all look forward to is the 
extended winter holiday, when she 
begins the first week of November 
to unpack the incredible snow-
man collection.
 Kelly tells me she started her 
collection 28 years ago when she 
started working at the restaurant. 
She admits to being fond of snow-
men, and though she has gathered 
quite a few, her customers contin-
ue to add to the collection year af-
ter year.
 I asked which snowman was the 
oldest? Kelly laughed and told me 
she couldn’t remember. I asked 
her again about her favorite snow-
man. Surely she had a favorite!
 “They’re all my favorites,” she 
assures me, “they’re snowmen!”
 There are a few other holiday 
decorations which are not snow-
men and the red, white, and blue 
Christmas trees she painted and 
decorated as a tribute to our ser-
vicemen She tells me the trees 
receive the most comments, even 
though they aren’t snowmen. 
“Our active and retired service-
men don’t receive nearly enough 
appreciation for their sacrifices. 
The trees draw the attention and 
heartfelt sentiments from veterans 
and non-veterans alike.”
 I had initially thought to ask 
how many snowmen there were 
before realizing what a daunting 
task counting them would be. 
Where would one start?
 Kelly said she’s considered hav-
ing a contest amongst the cus-

The red, white, and blue Christmas trees painted and decorated as 
a tribute to our servicemen are Kelly Kircher’s favorite at Krystal 
Café - even though they aren’t snowmen. She adds, “Our active 
and retired servicemen don’t receive nearly enough appreciation 
for their sacrifices.” (See additional photo page 14A)

Snow doubt, too many 

snowmen to count!
tomers to see who could come 
the closest to guessing how many 
there were. “I haven’t a clue how 
many there are. When I start set-
ting them out, counting is the last 
thing on my mind!” 

Wednesday
Areas of freezing fog before 1 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 41. 
Southeast wind around 5 mph.

Wednesday Night
A 30 percent chance of snow 
showers after 11 p.m. Cloudy, 
with a low around 28. Calm wind 
becoming southeast around 5 mph 
after midnight. Little or no snow 
accumulation expected.

Thursday
A chance of snow before 11 a.m., 
then a chance of rain and snow. 
Snow level rising to 2200 feet. 
Cloudy, with a high near 40. Chance 
of precipitation is 50%. Little or no 
snow accumulation expected.

Thursday Night
Rain and snow likely before 11 
p.m., then rain. Low around 35. 
Chance of precipitation is 80%. 
Little or no snow accumulation 
expected.

Friday
Rain. Cloudy, with a high near 46.

Friday Night
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a low 
around 38.

Saturday
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a 
high near 46.

Saturday Night
A chance of rain. Cloudy, with a low 
around 36.

Sunday
A chance of rain and snow. Cloudy, 
with a high near 43.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain and snow. 
Cloudy, with a low around 33.

Monday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 41.

Former ambulance 
director to appear for 

mediation Dec. 20
By Elizabeth Morgan
 A status hearing was held Dec. 
17, in District Court for Herman 
“Les” Eaves, at Clearwater County 
Courthouse with the Honorable 
Gregory FitzMaurice presiding.
 The complaint filed against 
Eaves April 23, 2019, alleges 
one count of grand theft by 
embezzlement, in excess of $1,000 
while serving as the Clearwater 
County Ambulance Director. The 
complaint specifically alleges over 
$30,000 to have been taken from 
Clearwater County Ambulance 
Service between Jan. 1, 2015 and 
July 31, 2018.
 Due to a conflict of interest 
with the prosecutor of Clearwater 
County, Nez Perce Prosecutor 
Jessica Uhrig will be handling 
the case and attended Tuesday 
via conference call.  Eaves is 
represented by Attorney William 
Fitzgerald,
 Eaves is scheduled to appear in 
Nez Perce County on Friday, Dec. 
20 at 9 a.m., for mediation. 

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Annie Connor with the 
Clearwater Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWDC) spoke 
to council members at their meet-
ing Dec. 10, regarding the Orofino 
Creek Flood Mitigation project.
 Connor explained she has been 
following the project for the past 
15 years. If current conditions are 
left untreated, additional bank 
erosion, property loss, and po-
tential damage to infrastructure is 
possible. 
 Bedload deposition in sever-
al locations along lower Orofino 
Creek has caused the channel to 
migrate, resulting in bank ero-
sion, channel aggradation and 
potential infrastructure damage at 
these sites. Impaired channel and 
floodplain conditions, along with 
a potential increase in sediment 
delivery to the lower channel, ap-
pear to have affected the sediment 
transport balance.
 Following the flood events of 
1996, Clearwater County con-
tracted with Water Consulting 
Incorporate in Montana to do a 
“Watershed Assessment and Mas-
ter Plan for Flood Mitigation and 
Stream Restoration on Lower 
Orofino Creek” in 2003. Connor 
stated that the projects identified 
and prioritized are still relevant 
today.

 The top priority project was 
the reconstruction of the channel 
at the mouth of Orofino Creek. 
The project was designed by Riv-
er Design Group of Whitefish, MT 
and implemented in 2004 with 
the forewarning that when “the 
Clearwater River and the Orofino 
Creek peak simultaneously, the 
backwater effect created by the 
Clearwater River will cause Orofi-
no Creek to deposit bed load be-
fore it reaches the river... (Thus) 
it may be necessary to re-excavate 
the Orofino Creek channel.”
 The second priority project was 
restoration of Newman’s corner 
and the reach above up to the 
Konkolville mill, including stabi-
lization of eroding streambanks, 
and encompasses the current 
eroding bank.
 Connor stated that no watershed 
restoration of flood mitigation had 
been implemented at this site, as 
far as she was aware, though over 
the intervening years the slope of 
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