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The Clearwater County DMV 
Office at 2200 Michigan Avenue in 
Orofino will be closed for training 
on Jan. 10.

The office will reopen for busi-
ness the following day.

DVM office closure 
planned for Jan. 10

Down Memory Lane

Two get awards..........

The public is invited to attend 
the Weippe City Council meeting 
on Monday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. at 
Weippe City Hall, 623 Main Street 
N.

The gavel will be passed by the 
longest serving Mayor in Idaho, 
Norman C. Steadman, 53 years 
as Mayor of Weippe to incoming 
Mayor, Ronald Larson. Mayor 
Larson will take the oath of office 
of Mayor, after having served on 
the City Council since 2004.

Since serving as Mayor, 
Norm Steadman has seen many 
changes and welcomed these 

New era for 
Weippe City

Norm Steadman, longest 
serving Mayor in Idaho, 

will pass the gavel

changes to better the lives of 
City of Weippe residents, starting 
with installing a city wide water 
and sewer system with multiple 
improvement projects; laying out 
streets and signage; establishing a 
police presence; and establishing 
a mini park complete with public 
restrooms, most of which was 
done within the first 10 years. 
In the decades following, Mayor 
Steadman coordinated a police 
partnership with the Clearwater 
County Sheriff to increase police 
protection “on the hilltop,” 
brought paved streets to the City 
of Weippe, and oversaw a highway 
improvement grant that produced 
enhanced street lighting and 
sidewalks.

Several partnerships with 
local entities allowed the City 
to help build a Senior Center 
with a meal site; the Weippe 
Discovery Center and Library; 
The Deyo Reservoir Recreation 
site with Campgrounds; and the 
long running Camas Festival and 
Retreat to Weippe Fun Run.

Norman C. Steadman

July
According to a police report, on 

July 3, 2021 at 02:30 a.m. hours 
Officers with the Clearwater Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s and the Orofino Police 
Department were dispatched to 
Cold Springs Road off of Loseth 
Road Orofino, Idaho for a camp-
er on fire. When officers arrived 
the camper and a truck were ful-
ly engulfed and a total loss. Two 
deceased individuals were found 
inside the camper.*

The 18-acre Canada Fire Hill 
started near Dewey Avenue in 
Orofino on Sunday, July 11. Fire-
fighters on the ground and in the 
air responded to the blaze, which 
was first reported around 6 p.m., 
to fight the fast-moving fire. Crews 
from Clearwater-Potlatch Timber 
Protective Association, Orofino 
Fire Department, Sunnyside Rural 
Fire Department and Idaho Office 
and Orofino Police Department 
assisted with evacuation notifica-
tion to some homes in the area, 
as well as traffic control. Control 
lines were constructed with the 
help of 23 aircraft, seven engines, 
two Type 2 hand crews, and one 
private dozer. *

On Wednesday, July 14, the 
Clearwater County Commission-
ers declared a disaster due to the 
wildland fires in the county and 
surrounding areas. These fires 
have consumed air resources 
used for daily emergency response 
and no air resources are available 
to support any new calls for re-
sponse. Currently our Back Coun-
ty Medics have no air resource to 
respond with.*

Charlotte Townsend, a resident 
of Brookside Landing in Orofino, 
celebrated her 101st birthday July 
22.*

The 18-acre Canada Fire Hill started near Dewey Avenue in Orofino on Sunday, July 11, 2021. At one 
point the fire threatened 75 structures. Photo by Shelby White

August
‘You don’t know what you’ve got 

Till it’s gone’, Joni Mitchell made 
a song with these lyrics popular 
in the 1970s singing about all the 
things you don’t notice or appre-
ciate until they are gone. That’s 
kind of how I felt when I heard 

2021 Year End Review: Part II
that they had removed the dugout 
canoe from Canoe Camp Histori-
cal Park. (Excerpt from an article 
by Nancy Butler. Related photo on 
page 12A.)*

The Bedrock Fire that first ig-

Charlotte Townsend is shown with daughters Bonnie Wright and 
Christy Brumback. Charlotte celebrated her 101st birthday on July 
22.

By Connor Liess, 
Public Information Specialist

Steelhead bag limits have been 
modified for the spring 2022 
steelhead season. In November, 
the Idaho Fish and Game Com-
mission approved the 2022-24 
Fishing Seasons and Rules, and 
anglers will see about 23 changes 
that took effect on Jan. 1.

Steelhead bag limits have been 
modified for spring 2022 sea-
sons, which are not reflected in 
the printed version of the 2022-24 
Fishing Seasons & Rules booklet 
because commissiers set the de-
fault steelhead seasons and bag 
limits for three years, but those 
may be modified depending on 
run sizes and other factors. The 
spring 2022 steelhead bag limits 
are available in the online steel-
head seasons and rules. 

The 2022-24 Seasons and Rules 

Anglers are reminded that 2022-24 
fishing seasons and rules are in effect

brochure is available online and 
in printed booklets at Fish and 
Game regional offices and license 
vendors. 

Here’s a summary of changes 
that will take place on Jan. 1, for 
the Clearwater Region.

Tolo Lake
The “electric motors only” re-

striction removed.
Fall Chinook Salmon seasons
The fall Chinook Salmon sea-

sons and limits for the Snake, 
Salmon and Clearwater Rivers are 
included in the 2022-24 seasons 
and rules booklet.

Coho Salmon Seasons
Clearwater and Snake rivers 

seasons will be incorporated into 
the updated seasons and limits 
booklet.

Snake River Steelhead Catch 
and Release Season

The catch-and-release steelhead 
season in the Snake River was ex-
tended by opening the season one 
month earlier on July 1.

Clearwater River Basin 
Steelhead Seasons and Limits
New season schedule provides 

better opportunities for catch-
and-release and harvest-oriented 
steelhead anglers. Anglers will 
be able to fish during each of the 
two runs of steelhead that use the 
Clearwater River and will pro-
vide a time (Sept. 10 through Oct. 
14) when steelhead, fall Chinook 
salmon, and Coho salmon could 
all be harvested at the same time.

McCall Area Alpine Lakes
Brush, Crystal, Lake Rock, 

Long, Serene and Tule lakes re-
verted back to general fishing 
seasons and limits (Six trout bag 
limit, no length limit).

Wednesday
Snow likely, mainly before 11 

a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 34. West wind 5 to 7 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. 
New snow accumulation of less 
than one inch possible.

Wednesday Night
Snow, mainly after 11 p.m. Low 

around 27. Light and variable 
wind. Chance of precipitation is 
80%. New snow accumulation of 1 
to 3 inches possible.

Thursday
Snow before 8 a.m., then rain 

and snow between 8 a.m. and 
11 a.m, then rain after 11 a.m. 
Snow level rising to 3900 feet in 
the afternoon. High near 40. East 
southeast wind around 6 mph be-
coming light and variable. Chance 
of precipitation is 100%. New 
snow accumulation of 1 to 2 inch-
es possible.

Thursday Night
Rain. Low around 38. Chance of 

precipitation is 90%. New precipi-
tation amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible.

Friday
Rain. High near 42. Chance of 

precipitation is 90%. New precipi-
tation amounts between a quarter 
and half of an inch possible.

Friday Night
Rain before 2 a.m., then a 

chance of rain and snow. Snow 
level 3800 feet lowering to 1800 
feet after midnight. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 32.

Saturday
A chance of snow before 2 p.m., 

then a slight chance of rain and 
snow. Partly sunny, with a high 
near 39.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

24.
Sunday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
37.

Sunday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

22.
Monday

Mostly sunny, with a high near 
37.

Highlights 
from County 

Commissioners 

meeting Jan. 3
By Elizabeth Morgan
 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners held their first meeting of 
the year Jan. 3.
 County Prosecutor Clayne Ty-
ler revealed that an error had 
occurred in the publishing of a 
resolution regarding solid waste 
fees for commercial property with 
multiple businesses. Tyler’s rec-
ommendation was to revert to the 
previous resolution just for the 
portion of commercial property 
with multiple businesses. 
 All parties effected will be noti-
fied in the near future of overpay-
ment by letter and given the op-
tion of whether to be reimbursed 
or if the credit may be applied to 
the next bill.   
Newly proposed Commissioner’s 

Districts and polling places 
 Similar recent boundary and 
precinct changes made to Joint 
School District 171 as a result of 
the data from the 2020 Census, 
districts for county commission-
ers are also adjusted to represent 
an equal number of constituents 
as possible.
 The Commissioners chose one 
of four proposals rendered for 
the new Commissioners’ Districts 
map. The version selected was 
done so in order to keep all dis-
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