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By Doug Boyer
VFW Post 3296

A Patriot Day ceremony will be 
held this coming Sunday, Sept. 11 
beginning at 10 a.m. at the Orofi-
no City Park with Harold Kinne 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 3296 and Auxiliary lower-
ing the large city flag to half-staff, 
followed by a First Responders 
prayer, a wreath laying at the base 
of the flag pole, a rifle salute and 
the playing of Taps.

Jeff Jones from KLER radio, 
MC for the ceremony will then 
be introducing the 25 local First 
Responders and other local com-
munity members as they are read-
ing the names of the 498 First 
Responders who died on Sept. 
11, 2001.  These heroes are the 
law enforcement, fire fighters and 
emergency medical personnel 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice on 
that fateful day.  This will then be 
followed by the playing of Amaz-
ing Grace on the bagpipes by Mr. 
Todd Stobie from Evergreen Ru-
ral Fire District and ending with 
a 15-second siren salute by the 
emergency vehicles in attendance.  

There were 2,977 innocent peo-
ple killed on 9/11, with over 6,000 
injured.  There have since been 
many more civilians and First 

Patriot Day ceremony at Orofino City Park

498 First Responders 

names to be read this 

Sunday, Sept. 11
Responders who have died due 
to contamination from the toxic 
dust that was created during and 
following the terrorist attacks.  We 
honor and remember them all.

The public is invited and en-
couraged to attend and show their 
support in honoring and remem-
bering these heroes.  The ceremo-
ny is expected to last approximate-
ly one hour.  Please note that there 
will be some seating available on 
the park picnic tables, otherwise 
the public is encouraged to bring 
their own lawn chairs. 

Also due to the high volume of 
emergency vehicles in attendance, 
the public is asked to use city 
street parking as parking spaces 
in the city park will be very, very 
limited. 

Participating in the ceremony 
will be members of the Clearwater 
Valley Fire Districts Auxiliary, the 
Clearwater Valley Fire Districts 
& Departments, Orofino Police 
Department, Clearwater County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Clearwater-Pot-
latch Timber Protective Associa-
tion, Clearwater County Ambu-
lance District, Clearwater County 
office of Emergency Management 
and Harold Kinne VFW Post 3296 
and Auxiliary, and the Marine 
Corps League.

Clearwater County Chamber of Commerce is creating and updating 
membership signage throughout the county. First recipient Pierce 
America! Erica (pictured—Chamber of Commerce Executive Direc-
tor) and Dave Holland hung the new poster at the Pierce 1860 Days 
celebration. Watch for more to come! 

John Kempf,  
District 1 Captain
  Local law enforcement warns the 
public about a surge in new types 
of fentanyl called “skittles” or 
“rainbow.” Skittles resemble piec-
es of brightly colored candy, while 
rainbow fentanyl is usually chalky 
or in powder form. Over the week-
end, Coeur d’Alene police seized 
about 50 multi-colored pills. Of all 
seized pills, no matter the color, 
“M-30” was imprinted on them.

“We need the public to know 
that multi-colored fentanyl, in-
cluding counterfeit pills, powder, 
and chalk-like blocks, are being 
seen locally,” says Captain John 
Kempf of the Idaho State Police. 
“It is unknown if this multi-col-
ored fentanyl is targeted at young 
people, but parents must be 
aware that it is different than what 
law enforcement saw last year. We 
know it’s in our schools and we 

Law enforcement warns of “Skittles” and 

“Rainbow” fentanyl appearing locally

Pills seized by the Coeur d’Alene 
Police Department last week-
end.

By Tammy Gilmer
The new Orofino Celebrations 

Inc. (OCI) merchandise for Orofi-
no Lumberjack Days has arrived 
and is available at Elite Repeats.  
Lumberjack Days has three years 
until its 75th Anniversary so the 
design is looking back at logging 
traditions, this design is horse 
logging.  T-shirts and hoodies can 
be found in gray, red, and blue, 
in sizes youth XS thru large, and 
adult sizes small thru 4X. 

No hoodies are available in the 
youth sizes.  Hats are also avail-
able.  Shop early to get the color 
and sizes you want or need.  Mer-
chandise will only be available 
at Elite Repeats during her shop 
hours.

Also, a reminder that presale 
carnival tickets are only available 
until next Wed., Sept. 14 at noon.  
Buy early and save $5 per ticket.  
Tickets are available at Banner 
Bank, LCCU, P1FCU, and Bar-
ney’s Harvest Food, all in Orofino.  
Tickets are $30 per person per 
day.

OCI merchandise has arrived!

This year’s OCI merchandise has arrived and is available at Elite 
Repeats in Orofino.

also know dealers use social me-
dia platforms like Snapchat and 
Instagram to advertise and coor-
dinate deals with young people.”

There is no indication that the 
new form of fentanyl is more pow-
erful. However, several overdoses, 
including fatal overdoses, of chil-
dren as young as 15 have been 
documented in the area. Investi-
gators believe most illicit fentanyl 
is manufactured in Mexico and 
smuggled into the United States 
through Mexico-based drug car-
tels.

According to the CDC, drug over-
dose deaths are the leading killer 
of Americans between 18 and 45. 
In 2021, over 107,000 Americans 
and 353 Idahoans died from drug 
overdose deaths. Unfortunately, 
these are record-setting numbers 
in both cases. Synthetic opioids 
(primarily fentanyl) accounted for 
more than three-quarters of these 
deaths. Drug overdose continues 
to be the leading cause of injury or 
death in the United States. While 
North Idaho has seen a recent in-
crease in drug-related overdoses, 
Kootenai County has already dou-
bled the number of fentanyl over-
dose deaths from 2021.

“Because of the severity of this 
threat, the Idaho State Police Fen-
tanyl Education Project (IFEP) 
offers presentations to any size 
group about the dangers of fen-
tanyl in our communities,” says 
Captain Kempf. “We see the con-
sequences when fentanyl is used 
and believe educating our commu-
nity is important. We encourage 
parents and children to attend. 
I urge all Idahoans to be on the 
lookout for fentanyl and respect 
its highly toxic nature. Fentanyl 
is commonly disguised in fake 
prescription pills. If you find pills 
not dispersed by a licensed phar-
macist, assume they are fake and 
potentially lethal.” Captain Kempf 
can be reached at 208-209-8620 
for more information.

Over the past two weeks, the 
DEA North Idaho Narcotics En-
forcement Task Force reported 
fentanyl seizures of 3,000 pills 
which are a significant increase 
over past seizures.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 80 
to 100 times more powerful than 
morphine and 30 to 50 times more 
potent than heroin. A 3-milligram 
dose of fentanyl - equal to 10-15 
grains of table salt - is enough to 
kill an average adult male. With-
out laboratory testing, there is no 
way to know how much fentanyl is 
in a pill or powder.

If you encounter any version of 
fentanyl, refrain from handling it 
and call 911 immediately.

Wednesday
Widespread smoke. Sunny and 

hot, with a high near 96. Calm 
wind becoming west northwest 5 
to 7 mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday Night
Widespread smoke. Partly 

cloudy, with a low around 54. 
West northwest wind 5 to 8 mph 
becoming calm. Winds could gust 
as high as 18 mph.

Thursday
Widespread smoke before 8 

a.m. Sunny, with a high near 81. 
West wind 3 to 7 mph. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

47.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 83.
Friday Night

Clear, with a low around 48.
Saturday

Sunny, with a high near 89.
Saturday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
50.

Sunday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

92.
Sunday Night

Partly cloudy, with a low around 
57.

Monday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

90.

 Clearwater County Commis-
sioners discussed the allocations 
for funds awarded to the county 
under the Secure Rural Schools 
Act at their meeting Sept. 6.
 The Secure Rural Schools Act 
or (SRS) payments are made in 
lieu of timber harvest receipts and 
breaks payments into three dis-
tinct categories, or Titles:
•	 Title I is generally allocated a 
majority of SRS funding and is 
designated specifically for roads 
and schools. Title I payments are 
made from the USDA Forest Ser-
vice to the states. The state then 
distributes payments to all eligible 
counties.
•	 Title II funds are designated for 
projects on Federal lands within 
the county. Rather than being dis-
tributed to the state, Title II funds 
are retained by the Forest Ser-
vice and are allocated to specific 
projects within the county to have 
been reviewed and recommended 
by the local Resource Advisory 
Committee.

SRS allocations 

amended by county
•	 Title III funds are for county 
projects - to carry out activities 
under the Firewise Communities 
program, for search and rescue 
and other emergency services in-
cluding firefighting and law en-
forcement patrols. Funds may 
also be used to purchase equip-
ment directly related to emergen-
cy services, as well as to provide 
or expand access to broadband 
telecommunication services.
 In the years since the reauthori-
zation of the Secure Rural Schools 
Act by Congress in April 2021, Ti-
tle III payments are made from the 
Forest Service to the states, where-
upon each state then distributes 
the money to eligible counties.
 Last year, the county allocated 
85 percent of SRS funding to Title 
I; 14 percent to Title II; and one 
percent to Title III.
 Commissioner Rick Winkel pro-
posed adopting the model used by 
Idaho County, which is 85 percent 
to Title I; eight percent to Title II 
and seven percent to Title III.
 The proposal passed unani-
mously.
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